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The cessation of violence and amelioration of
the humanitarian situation would facilitate the
creation of a favorable environment for progress
in the negotiating process ovey the entire range
of issues. President Milosevic and all Kosovo
Albanian leaders should engage actively in the
negotiating process, with a view toward achiev-

ing a political solution to the crisis and a frame-
work for durable peace in Kosovo.

Moscow
September 2, 1998

NOTE: An original was mnot available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement on a Protocol to the Convention on the Prohibition of

Biological Weapons
September 2, 1998

The Presidents of the United States and the
Russian Federation, recognizing the threat posed
by biological weapons, express strong support
for the aims and tasks of the Ad Hoc Group
of States Parties to establish a regime to en-
hance the effective implementation of the 1972
Convention on the Prohibition of the Develop-
ment, Production, and Stockpiling of Bacterio-
logical (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on
their Destruction. We urge the further inten-
sification and successful conclusion of those ne-
gotiations to strengthen the Convention by adop-
tion of a legally binding Protocol at the earliest
possible date.

We have agreed to contribute to accom-
plishing these tasks. Consequently, the United
States of America and the Russian Federation
will make additional efforts in the Ad Hoc
Group to promote decisive progress in negotia-
tions on the Protocol to the Convention, to en-
sure its universality and enable the Group to
fulfill its mandate.

We agree that the Protocol to the Convention
must be economical to implement, must ade-
quately guarantee the protection of national se-

curity information, and must provide confiden-
tiality for sensitive commercial information. We
also consider it extremely important to create
a mechanism for implementation that will be
consistent with the scope of the measures pro-
vided for in the Protocol.

We recognize the necessity for the Protocol
to include those measures that would do the
most to strengthen the Convention.

We express our firm commitment to global
prohibition of biological weapons and for full
and effective compliance by all States Parties
with the Convention prohibiting such weapons.

We support the language in the Final Dec-
laration of the Fourth Review Conference of
the States Parties to the Convention (1996) that
the Convention forbids the use of bacteriological
(biological) and toxin weapons under any cir-
cumstances.

Moscow
September 2, 1998

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement on the Exchange of Information on Missile Launches and

Early Warning
September 2, 1998

Taking into account the continuing worldwide
proliferation of ballistic missiles and of missile

technologies, the need to minimize even further
the consequences of a false missile attack warn-
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ing and above all, to prevent the possibility of
a missile launch caused by such false warning,
the President of the United States and the Presi-
dent of the Russian Federation have reached



Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Sept. 2

agreement on a cooperative initiative between
the United States and Russia regarding the ex-
change of information on missile launches and
early warning.

The objective of the initiative is the contin-
uous exchange of information on the launches
of ballistic missiles and space launch vehicles
derived from each side’s missile launch warning
system, including the possible establishment of
a center for the exchange of missile launch data
operated by the United States and Russia and
separate from their respective national centers.
As part of this initiative, the United States and
Russia will also examine the possibility of estab-
lishing a multilateral ballistic missile and space
launch vehicle pre-launch notification regime in
which other states could voluntarily participate.

The Presidents have directed their experts to
develop as quickly as possible for approval in

their respective countries a plan for advancing
this initiative toward implementation as soon as
practicable.

Russia, proceeding from its international obli-
gations relating to information derived from mis-
sile attack warning systems, will reach agreement
regarding necessary issues relating to the imple-
mentation of this initiative.

The President of the
United States of America:

The President of the
Russian Federation:
William J. Clinton Boris Yeltsin

Moscow
September 2, 1998

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement on Trade, Investment, Technology, and Non-Governmental

Cooperation
September 2, 1998

We, the Presidents of the United States of
America and the Russian Federation, set prior-
ities to deepen our trade, investment, techno-
logical and non-governmental cooperation. We
reviewed the key role the U.S.-Russian Commis-
sion on Economic and Technological Coopera-
tion has played in strengthening the bilateral
relations between our two countries. We agreed
to take the following actions, which help build
investor and consumer confidence, and have
charged the co-chairmen of the Commission to
oversee their implementation:

* Promote, under the auspices of the U.S.-
Russian Business Development Committee,
the further strengthening of bilateral trade
and investment flows by working together
to support cooperative projects between
U.S. and Russian business, to reduce re-
maining barriers to market access, to
strengthen the rule of law in business, and
to increase the dialog on commercial tax-
ation, standards, and customs matters.

* Extend technical exchanges between the
U.S. Federal Reserve System and the Bank
of Russia, and arrange for technical ex-
changes with the Comptroller of the Cur-

rency and Federal Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration.

* Extend cooperation between the U.S. Se-
curities and Exchange Commission and the
Russian Federal Commission for the Secu-
rities Markets in order to develop and im-
plement sound, effective regulatory poli-
cies.

* Intensify technical cooperation between the
U.S. Treasury Department and the Russian
Ministry of Finance and the Bank of Russia
on issues pertaining to strengthening the
financial sector.

 Facilitate the development of the small and
medium business sector, including through
U.S. and Russian experts working at the
regional and local levels to develop busi-
ness management skills, to increase the ac-
cess of small and medium business to fi-
nance, and to support exchanges of U.S.
and Russian entrepreneurs.

We discussed Russia’s current trade and in-

vestment priorities. In this regard, we discussed
Russia’s desire to be designated as a “market
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