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Sept. 2 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

The cessation of violence and amelioration of
the humanitarian situation would facilitate the
creation of a favorable environment for progress
in the negotiating process ovey the entire range
of issues. President Milosevic and all Kosovo
Albanian leaders should engage actively in the
negotiating process, with a view toward achiev-

ing a political solution to the crisis and a frame-
work for durable peace in Kosovo.

Moscow
September 2, 1998

NOTE: An original was mnot available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement on a Protocol to the Convention on the Prohibition of

Biological Weapons
September 2, 1998

The Presidents of the United States and the
Russian Federation, recognizing the threat posed
by biological weapons, express strong support
for the aims and tasks of the Ad Hoc Group
of States Parties to establish a regime to en-
hance the effective implementation of the 1972
Convention on the Prohibition of the Develop-
ment, Production, and Stockpiling of Bacterio-
logical (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on
their Destruction. We urge the further inten-
sification and successful conclusion of those ne-
gotiations to strengthen the Convention by adop-
tion of a legally binding Protocol at the earliest
possible date.

We have agreed to contribute to accom-
plishing these tasks. Consequently, the United
States of America and the Russian Federation
will make additional efforts in the Ad Hoc
Group to promote decisive progress in negotia-
tions on the Protocol to the Convention, to en-
sure its universality and enable the Group to
fulfill its mandate.

We agree that the Protocol to the Convention
must be economical to implement, must ade-
quately guarantee the protection of national se-

curity information, and must provide confiden-
tiality for sensitive commercial information. We
also consider it extremely important to create
a mechanism for implementation that will be
consistent with the scope of the measures pro-
vided for in the Protocol.

We recognize the necessity for the Protocol
to include those measures that would do the
most to strengthen the Convention.

We express our firm commitment to global
prohibition of biological weapons and for full
and effective compliance by all States Parties
with the Convention prohibiting such weapons.

We support the language in the Final Dec-
laration of the Fourth Review Conference of
the States Parties to the Convention (1996) that
the Convention forbids the use of bacteriological
(biological) and toxin weapons under any cir-
cumstances.

Moscow
September 2, 1998

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement on the Exchange of Information on Missile Launches and

Early Warning
September 2, 1998

Taking into account the continuing worldwide
proliferation of ballistic missiles and of missile

technologies, the need to minimize even further
the consequences of a false missile attack warn-
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ing and above all, to prevent the possibility of
a missile launch caused by such false warning,
the President of the United States and the Presi-
dent of the Russian Federation have reached
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