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To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit herewith a report
of the activities of the United States Govern-
ment in the United Nations and its affiliated
agencies during the calendar year 1997. The re-

port is required by the United Nations Participa-
tion Act (Public Law 79-264; 22 U.S.C. 287b).

WIiLLIAM ]. CLINTON

The White House,
September 14, 1998.

Remarks at a Unity 98 Dinner in New York City

September 14, 1998

Thank you very much. Let me begin by say-
ing, for Hillary and for me, just your presence
here, your enthusiasm, and your personal sup-
port mean more than you can possibly know.
I'd like to thank Senator Torricelli and Rep-
resentative Pelosi for doing a magnificent job.
I thank Congresswoman Nita Lowey and Con-
gressman Rangel for being here.

I thank—all three of the candidates for the
United States Senate in New York tomorrow
on our ticket have come here tonight. I don’t
know if theyre all still here, but I know Con-
gressman Schumer and Mark Green and Geral-
dine Ferraro were all here. And however that
race comes out tomorrow, we have a lot of
work to do, and won’t it be fun. I know that
we can depend on all of you to help make
this night a part of a springboard to doing well
in the Senate and the congressional elections
beginning here in New York.

Since I'm in New York and you've been so
wonderful to me since 1992, I'd like to tell
you that there is no more effective member
of our Cabinet than Andrew Cuomo, the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development. I'm
very, very grateful to him for his support.

I'd also like to say again how very grateful
I am to Tipper for all the work she’s done
for families, for children, for those who need
mental health care, and the advances we've
made that would not have occurred if it hadn’t
been for her.

I would like to say what I said at lunch today:
All of you just need to remember that every
single hard decision I had to make in the last

6 years that turned out right, that everybody
said was wrong—whether it was bringing the
deficit down, standing for the Brady bill and
the assault weapons ban, doing the things that
really hurt our people in Congress but helped
America, taking the steps necessary to bring
peace in Bosnia, and helping to end the Mexican
financial crisis so the world could go on and
grow and we could benefit—every single hard
decision that was unpopular, Al Gore was there
every step of the way, and you should never
forget that.

Whether it's in technology policy or the envi-
ronment or dealing with Russia or South Africa
or giving us the smallest Federal Government
in 35 years with the best output—I could go
through issue after issue after issue, and I think
it's very important that you understand—you
may argue about many things about this admin-
istration, but one thing is absolutely unarguable:
He has had more influence over more decisions
and done more good by far than any Vice Presi-
dent in the history of the United States of
America.

I'd also like to thank Hillary for a lot of
things, but I just had one thing in particular
on my mind. We just got back from Russia
and Ireland, and when I was in Ireland, I went
to the new Parliament at Stormont where all
the parties are represented. We've got a chance
to keep the peace process going in Ireland. And
it's a big deal in New York; there are a lot
of Irish people in New York, so I can talk about
this with some confidence. They've had these
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