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Sept. 23 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

than the sacrifice yesterday is what you are
doing with today and what you will do with
tomorrow. For that is the thing that always hum-
bles me when I am with Nelson Mandela, the
sense of serenity and peace and engagement
in the moment. And so I say to all of you,
we should not waste our days; we should make
more of our days. Mr. Mandela waited a very
long time to actually do something for his peo-
ple, rather than just to be something to keep
their hearts and hopes alive. And every day I
watch him, that is what he does. So should
we.

And finally, in forgiving those who imprisoned
him, he reminded us of the most fundamental
lesson of all, that in the end apartheid was a
defeat of the heart, the mind, the spirit. It was
not just a structure outside and jailhouses within
which people were kept; it was a division of
the mind and soul against itself. We owe it
to Nelson Mandela not simply to give him this
award but to live by the lesson he taught us

and to tear down every last vestige of apartheid
in our own hearts, everything that divides us,
one from another.

For those of us who have been privileged
to know this remarkable man, no medal, no
award, no fortune, nothing we could give him
could possibly compare to the gift he has given
to us and to the world. The only gift that is
true recompense is to continue his mission and
to live by the power of his profound and won-
derful example.

Now, as prescribed by the law, it is my privi-
lege to present the Congressional Gold Medal
to President Nelson Mandela.

Mr. President.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in the
Rotunda at the Capitol. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Mandela’s wife, Graca Machel.
The transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of President
Mandela.

Statement on the United Nations Security Council Resolution on Kosovo
September 23, 1998

Today’s U.N. Security Council resolution
makes absolutely clear that the international
community is determined to see an end to the
violence and repression in Kosovo. The resolu-
tion places responsibility squarely on President
Milosevic to take the concrete steps necessary
to prevent a major humanitarian disaster and
restore peace in the region.

I am particularly encouraged that the resolu-
tion, adopted under Chapter VII of the U.N.
Charter, makes clear that the deterioration of

the situation in Kosovo constitutes a threat to
regional peace and security.

The United States and its allies are moving
NATO activities from the planning stage to
readiness to act. With more than 250,000
Kosovars displaced from their homes and cold
weather coming, Milosevic must act immediately
to heed the will of the international community.

NOTE: The statement referred to President
Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro).

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to UNITA
September 23, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-

less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
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