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real question before us is, now that we have
all this prosperity, now that we have all this
confidence, now that we have this dominant po-
sition in the world, what are we going to make
of this moment? Are we going to relax? Are
we going to feed on each other? Are we going
to care for each other and build a better tomor-
row? I think I know what your answer is, and

I want you to help me make that America’s
answer.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:55 p.m. at the
Tech Museum of Innovation. In his remarks, he
referred to dinner host John Doerr; Mayor Susan
Hammer of San Jose; and Reed Hastings, chief
executive officer, Technology Network.

The President’s Radio Address
September 26, 1998

Good morning. As everyone knows, cancer
can be the cruelest of fates—it strikes nearly
every family. It struck mine; I lost my mother
to cancer.

Losses like these are the reasons why tens
of thousands of Americans are coming together
today on the National Mall in Washington, DC,
with one common purpose: to focus our entire
Nation’s attention on cancer. Gathering today
are patients and survivors, families and friends,
doctors, and Americans from all walks of life.
The Vice President, who’s been a real leader
in our administration’s struggle against cancer,
will join their ranks and will speak about the
specific steps we’re taking to win the fight.

This morning I want to talk to you about
our overall vision of cancer care and research
as we approach the 21st century. This is a time
of striking progress, stunning breakthroughs.
With unyielding speed, scientists are mapping
the very blueprint of human life, and expecta-
tions of the human genome project are being
exceeded by the day. We are closing in on the
genetic causes of breast cancer, colon cancer,
and prostate cancer. New tools for screening
and diagnosis are returning to many patients
the promise of a long and healthy life. It’s no
wonder scientists say we are turning the corner
in the fight against cancer.

For 6 years now, our administration has made
a top priority of conquering this terrible disease.
We’ve helped cancer patients to keep health
coverage when they changed jobs. We’ve accel-
erated the approval of cancer drugs while main-
taining safe standards. We’ve increased funding
for cancer research and, as part of our balanced
budget, strengthened Medicare to make the

screening, prevention, and detection of cancer
more available and more affordable.

Still, we know that we must never stop
searching for the best means of prevention, the
most accurate diagnostic tools, the most effective
and humane treatments, and someday soon, a
cure. To that end, there are several steps we
must take.

First, to build on our remarkable progress,
I proposed an unprecedented, multiyear in-
crease in funding for cancer research. As studies
proceed, we must remember that patients, as
much as scientists, have a critical perspective
to add to any research program. That’s why I’m
announcing that all Federal cancer research pro-
grams will, by next year, fully integrate patients
and advocates into the process of setting re-
search priorities.

Next, as we continue to unravel the genetic
secrets of cancer, we must apply that knowledge
to the detection of the disease. I am therefore
issuing a challenge to the scientific community
to develop, by the year 2000, new diagnostic
techniques for every major kind of cancer so
we catch it at its earliest and often most treat-
able stage.

Also, we should give more patients access to
cutting-edge clinical trials so they and research-
ers can get faster results. That’s why I’m direct-
ing the National Cancer Institute to speed de-
velopment of national clinical trials systems—
a simple, accessible resource for health care pro-
viders and patients across our Nation. I’m also
urging Congress to pass my proposal to cover
the cost of those trials for Medicare beneficiaries
who need them most.
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Finally, we are fighting against the leading
cause of preventable cancer by doing everything
we can to stop children from smoking. America
needs a Congress with the courage to finish
the job and pass comprehensive tobacco legisla-
tion.

New technological tools, new networks of in-
formation, new research priorities—all are part
of our overall approach to health care that puts
the patient first. On this day, as Americans from
all walks of life and all parts of our Nation
renew our national fight against cancer, we do
well to remember that we are doing more than
curing a disease. We are curing the ills that

disease may cause: the stigmas, the myths, the
barriers to quality care. The concerned citizens
on The Mall today show that we are overcoming
those barriers, one by one, and at the same
time building a stronger and healthier America.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approximately
7:30 p.m. on September 25 at the Fairmont Hotel
in San Jose, CA, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
September 26. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on September
25 but was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Luncheon in Rancho Santa
Fe, California
September 26, 1998

Thank you very much. Well, if I had any
sense, I wouldn’t say anything. [Laughter] Thank
you, Bill. Thank you, Star. Thank you, Len. And
all of you, I can’t tell you how much I appre-
ciate you being here. I’m delighted to see Lynn
Schenk, and I’m delighted to see Christine
Kehoe. And we are determined to see her pre-
vail. If you want to do something for what you
just stood up for, send her to Congress. Send
her to Congress.

I’d also like to thank all of you who have
been my friends over the years, and some of
you whom I have just met today, I am very
grateful to see you here. I’d like to thank all
the people who are responsible for our wonder-
ful meal and the terrific musicians. Let’s give
them a hand. Didn’t they do a great job? Thank
you. [Applause] The Wayne Foster Group.
Thank you so much. Bless you.

It’s nice to be here in this humble little
house. [Laughter] This is the first place I’ve
ever been where the fish are worth more than
I make in a year. [Laughter] Listen, I want
to say, this is really a magnificent home. It’s
a real tribute to the work that Bill has done
over the years and to the feeling that they have
for all of us that they open their home to us.
And I’m very grateful to be here.

I will be brief. I’ve had a remarkable couple
of days. I was in Chicago yesterday, which most
of you know is my wife’s hometown. And I

got my Sammy Sosa Chicago Cubs baseball
shirt, which was promptly taken away from me
last night when I met up with Hillary and Chel-
sea in northern California.

Hillary has been up in Washington and Or-
egon and San Francisco campaigning, made an
appearance last night for Barbara Boxer up
there. And I’m here, and I’ll be in Los Angeles
tonight and tomorrow. I’m going on to El Paso
and San Antonio, Texas, and then I’m going
back to Washington on Sunday night to try to
bring to a closure this session of Congress with
some productive action. But I cannot tell you
how much it means to me, not only as your
President but as a person, what you have said
here and what I have seen all across this coun-
try. And I’m grateful, and my family is grateful,
and I thank you.

But there is something far bigger than all
of us at stake here, and that is our country,
our system, and where we’re going. And I tell
everybody who comes up to me worrying about
this, that the real enemy of our party and our
principles and our programs and the direction
of the country is not adversity. Adversity is our
friend. It inspires us to action. It gives energy.
It gives us steel and determination. Our real
enemy is complacency, or cynicism.

You know, things are going pretty well for
our country now, and I’m very grateful that I
had a chance to be President, to implement
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