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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the National Security

Strategy Report
October 29, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

As required by section 603 of the Goldwater-
Nichols Department of Defense Reorganization
Act of 1986, T am transmitting a report on the
National Security Strategy of the United States.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. An
original was not available for verification of the
content of this letter.

Remarks at a Reception for Representative Peter Deutsch in Palm Beach

October 29, 1998

Thank you very much, Doctor. Thank you
for your remarks—and Peter and Lori, and your
families and your extended family here. Let me
say at the outset that I had two thoughts when
Peter was speaking—one sort of craven thought.
I thought, I wish I had taped that, and the
next time I really need a tough vote for him,
I will play it back. [Laughter] My more noble
thought was—([laughter]—was that, I was sitting
there looking at Peter and thinking about the
times we spent together, the times Lori used
to go jogging with me before I hurt my leg.
Now I use it as an excuse not to be humiliated.
[Laughter] And I was thinking about the times
we spent together, and I was thinking how fortu-
nate our country is that people like him will
do the work that he does. And we are very
fortunate.

You know, this has been a pretty good 6 years
for the economy, and if Peter Deutsch hadn’t
been in Congress, he would have made a lot
of money in this economy. [Laughter] He would
have done well in this economy. And our coun-
try is blessed by that.

Let me just be very brief here. Today I came
to Florida with Hillary to see the space shuttle
and to see a man who has been a very good
personal friend of mine and of my wife’s, John
Glenn, go into space at the age of 77. It was
a thrilling experience. I'm sure all of you who
either saw it from a distance or saw it on tele-
vision felt the same way. And a lot of people
came up to me and said, “Gosh, you look tired.”

And that’s because I still haven’t recovered from
what I was doing last week at this time, which
was finally announcing the end of 9 days of
talks on the Middle East peace process, which
culminated in a 30-something hour marathon.
I was up 39 hours in a row, and I didn’t even
do that in college. [Laughter] 1 didn’t know
I had it in me at my old age and in my declining
years. But anyway, I made it.

I say that because those two events, this space
shuttle with John Glenn on it and that peace
process, embody so much of what I've tried
to do as President and so much about what
I think is best in our country, the idea of giving
everybody an opportunity to go as far as his
or her dreams will carry them, the idea of being
adventurous in all and daring to change and
being willing to take a risk and always thinking
about the future.

One of you who went through the line and
had your picture taken with me tonight quoted
back my 1992 campaign theme: Dont stop
thinking about tomorrow. That’s what that space
program is all about. And then the peace proc-
ess embodied not only the peace we would like
to bring to the world but the peace we would
like to bring to our own country, how strongly
and earnestly we wish to reach across all the
lines that divide us here to make one America
and then to bring that spirit of reconciliation
to the rest of the world in freedom, in democ-
racy.
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