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Electronic Mail Message to John Glenn
November 7, 1998

Dear John,
Thanks for your message. Hillary and I had

a great time at the launch. We are very proud
of you and the entire crew, and a little jealous.
We can’t wait for you to get home so we can
have a first hand report. Meanwhile back on
earth, we’re having a lot of fun with your adven-
ture. At a camp rally in Queens, I asked an
83 year old lady what she thought of your trip.
She replied that it seemed like a perfectly fine
thing for a young man like you to do! I hope
your last few hours go well. Give my best to
the rest of the crew.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: The message was transmitted in the morn-
ing from the White House to John Glenn aboard
the space shuttle Discovery orbiting the Earth.
The transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the text of the message
from John Glenn to the President, as follows:

Dear Mr. President,
This is certainly a first for me, writing to

a President from space, and it may be a first

for you in receiving an E mail direct from and
orbiting spacecraft.

In any event, I want to personally thank you
and Mrs. Clinton for coming to the Cape to
d/see the launch. I hope you enjoyed it just
half as much as we did on board. It is truly
an awesome experience from a personal stand-
point, and of even greater importance for all
of the great research projects we have on Dis-
covery. The whole crew was impressed that you
would be the first President to personally see
a shuttle launch and asked me to include their
best regards to you Hillary. She has discussed
her interest in the space program with Annie
on several occasions, and I know she would like
to be on a flight just like this one.

We have gone almost a third of the way
around the world in the time it has taken me
to write this letter, and the rest of the crew
is waiting. Again, our thanks and best regards.
Will try to give you a personal briefing after
we return next Saturday.

Sincerely,

JOHN GLENN

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Iran
November 9, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice,
stating that the Iran emergency declared in 1979
is to continue in effect beyond November 14,
1998, to the Federal Register for publication.
Similar notices have been sent annually to the
Congress and the Federal Register since Novem-

ber 12, 1980. The most recent notice appeared
in the Federal Register on October 1, 1997. This
emergency is separate from that declared with
respect to Iran on March 15, 1995, in Executive
Order 12957.

The crisis between the United States and Iran
that began in 1979 has not been fully resolved.
The international tribunal established to adju-
dicate claims of the United States and U.S. na-
tionals against Iran and of the Iranian govern-
ment and Iranian nationals against the United
States continues to function, and normalization
of commercial and diplomatic relations between
the United States and Iran has not been
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achieved. On March 15, 1995, I declared a sepa-
rate national emergency with respect to Iran
pursuant to the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act and imposed separate sanc-
tions. By Executive Order 12959 of May 6,
1995, these sanctions were significantly aug-
mented, and by Executive Order 13059 of Au-
gust 19, 1997, the sanctions imposed in 1995
were further clarified. In these circumstances,
I have determined that it is necessary to main-
tain in force the broad authorities that are in
place by virtue of the November 14, 1979, dec-
laration of emergency, including the authority

to block certain property of the government of
Iran, and that are needed in the process of
implementing the January 1981 agreements with
Iran.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
notice is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Remarks to the 1998 NCAA Men’s and Women’s Basketball Champions
November 9, 1998

The President. Thank you. Please be seated.
I want to welcome, in addition to the coaches
and the university officials and the teams, Sen-
ator Ford from Kentucky; Senator Frist from
Tennessee; Congressman Whitfield; Governor
Patton; President Johnson; Coach Summitt; the
team’s captains, Chamique Holdsclaw and Kellie
Jolly; Associate Athletic Director Larry Ivey;
Coach Smith; your team captains, Allen Ed-
wards, Cameron Mills, and Jeff Sheppard.

Before I begin, I have to turn the microphone
over to someone who couldn’t be here today,
but who never misses an opportunity to remind
me at this occasion that there is a team from
Tennessee here always. [Laughter] Laura just
said, the Vice President is supposed to call in,
but he’s a little late. I like it; I’ll get to talk
some more. Not yet? Give me the high sign,
Laura.

So we’ll go on with the program. [Laughter]
I love November, not only because of Thanks-
giving but because we get to start the college
basketball season. It’s the time of year also, late-
ly, where I welcome the Lady Vols and the
Kentucky Wildcats here. [Laughter] For Ken-
tucky, it’s been 2 out of the last 3 years. For
the Vols—this reminds me, when I was Gov-
ernor, there was this wonderful civics teacher
in a little town in Arkansas. And every year,
she was such a devoted teacher, she would al-
ways bring her class to the Governor’s office.
And every year, Pat Summitt brings her class
to the White House. [Laughter] Just part of

a civics lesson that is unmatched in NCAA wom-
en’s basketball history. [Applause] Thank you.

I want to congratulate Pat Summitt and
Tubby Smith for knowing how to turn talent
into victory. They are two different things, as
we all know.

Let me begin by saluting the Lady Vols bas-
ketball team. There are few things in sports
more thrilling than the way they roared off the
bench in the first half of the championship in
Indianapolis, scoring 55 points, tying an NCAA
record—Tennessee’s 61st NCAA win, the most
by any school ever, at the end of a 39–0 season.

Not only that, they won each of these games
by an average of 30 points. That’s something
that would not only make any coach jealous;
it makes any politician drool. [Laughter] The
Lady Vols have been called flawless, mega tal-
ents, without peer, merciless. Some say they are
the best team ever to step on the floor, anytime,
anywhere.

It was, of course, a victory for the team. But
I think we should note that Chamique
Holdsclaw led the Vols in scoring, was the Final
Four MVP, swept Player of the Year honors—
coincidentally, wearing number 23. And like Mi-
chael Jordan, she dominated every game of the
season, averaging over 23.5 points a game; in
the final victory, an impressive 25 points and
10 rebounds. I say that because young people
in this country, especially young girls who are
learning about women’s basketball, will hear a
lot more about her.
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