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and more to do to stabilize the global economy,
if we expect economic growth to continue.

We all know about the economic troubles in
Asia; we all see sectors of America’s steel indus-
try being overwhelmed by imports at firesale
prices. We have all read the headlines about
Boeing’s layoffs because of the inability of Asian
airlines to pay for planes which they have al-
ready ordered. We see other problems in the
global economy as well. Now we’re working hard
to reverse the problems in Asia, to limit their
reach, to stabilize the long-term system under
which so many Americans and so many hun-
dreds of millions of people around the world
have benefited. But it is a sobering thought to
remind us that we have to continue to work
on this.

Finally, let me say, we have to continue to
work on the conditions of working families here
at home. Many people still cannot get affordable
child care. The minimum wage should still be
raised. We still have a great deal to do to sta-
bilize the conditions of working families and to
genuinely reward work in this country.

In the last session of Congress we passed
an expansion of our empowerment agenda to
try to bring more jobs, more incomes, more
investments into poor inner-city and rural areas.
We still have a great deal to do there.

So as you leave there today, and you think
about Amy and these other two fine mothers
and these beautiful children who are here, and
the millions and millions of people whom they
represent all across America, I hope you will
always be proud of what you have done. But
remember, this economy still is not working for
everyone, and it is still living in a very turbulent
international environment. So I ask you also to
continue to support our efforts to deal with the
challenges which still have to be met to keep
the growth going, and to make sure that what
we do here, so far from the lives of most Ameri-
cans, actually helps them to make those lives
better.

Thank you very much, and God bless you
all. Thank you, Congressman Rangel. It's good
to see you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Amy Hillen, a job counselor
who introduced the President; working mothers
Bernadette Hockaday and Rhonda Clarke; Robert
Greenstein, executive director, Center on Budget
and Policy Priorities; and Justin Dart, Jr., advocate
for the rights of disabled persons.

Statement on the International Space Station

December 4, 1998

America has taken a bold and exciting step
toward a permanent U.S. presence in space with
today’s launch of the first U.S.-built component
of the International Space Station. A passion
for discovery and a sense of adventure—both
deeply rooted American qualities—spur our de-

termination to explore new frontiers in space
and spark our can-do spirit of technological de-
termination. All Americans join me in congratu-
lating the thousands of men and women in our
space program that are transforming the dream
of an orbiting space station into a reality.

Joint Statement From Pakistan and the United States

December 4, 1998

At the invitation of President Bill Clinton,
the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mohammad
Nawaz Sharif, visited Washington on 1-4 De-

cember 1998. The Prime Minister was accorded
a warm welcome in Washington.

During a cordial and productive meeting and
luncheon at the White House on December 2,
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