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strong, our people confident, our budget in sur-
plus, I say again, we have not just the oppor-
tunity but a solemn responsibility to fortify and
renew Medicare for the 21st century.

It’s the right thing to do for our parents and
our grandparents. It’s the right thing to do for
the children of this country. It is the right thing
to do so that when we need it, the burden
of our health care costs does not fall on the
children and hurt their ability to raise our grand-
children.

Like every generation of Americans before us,
our generation has begun to fulfill our historic
obligation to strengthen our fundamental com-
mitments and keep America a nation of perma-
nent renewal. Just a few days before our last
Independence Day of this century, let us com-
mit again to do that with Medicare.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:23 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Statement on the Death of Michael Hooker
June 29, 1999

I was saddened to learn of the death of Uni-
versity of North Carolina Chancellor Michael
Hooker. Michael Hooker devoted his life to im-
proving higher education, not only in North
Carolina but all over America. As chancellor of
UNC, he was committed to building the best
educational and cultural climate for students,
while deepening the university’s commitment to
North Carolina and its economic future. His de-
votion led him to visit every county in North
Carolina to discuss new ways of developing edu-
cational opportunity, and to encourage more

people to participate in the educational system.
I am especially grateful for his role in helping
Education Secretary Riley implement our Amer-
ica Reads challenge, which enlists college stu-
dents as tutors to help elementary students learn
to read.

Michael Hooker represented the very best in
our education system, and the very best in pub-
lic service. He will be missed. Our thoughts
and prayers are with his wife, Carmen, and his
daughter and grandchildren.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting
June 29, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with the Public Broadcasting
Act of 1967, as amended (47 U.S.C. 396(i)),
I transmit herewith the Annual Report of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) for
Fiscal Year 1998 and the Inventory of the Fed-
eral Funds Distributed to Public Telecommuni-
cations Entities by Federal Departments and
Agencies for that same year.

Among its many outstanding projects over the
past year, CPB has put considerable time and
effort into strengthening the teaching and devel-
opment of America’s literary tradition. Working

with educators, writers, and experts from all
across the country, CPB has launched a com-
panion website filled with exceptional teaching
materials and continues to make possible the
broadcast of some of the Nation’s finest lit-
erature over our public airwaves. In addition,
CPB is also expanding the availability of teacher
professional development in the social sciences,
humanities, and literature.

As we move into the digital age, I am con-
fident that the Corporation for Public Broad-
casting will continue to act as a guiding force.
As the projects above illustrate, CPB not only
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inspires us, it educates and enriches our national
culture.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

June 29, 1999.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro)
June 29, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the National

Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c) and section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c),
I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic report
on the national emergency with respect to Yugo-
slavia (Serbia and Montenegro) as declared in

Executive Order 12808 on May 30, 1992, and
with respect to Kosovo as declared in Executive
Order 13088 on June 9, 1998.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
June 29, 1999.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Venezuela-United States
Tax Convention and Protocol With Documentation
June 29, 1999

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and

consent to ratification the Convention Between
the Government of the United States of America
and the Government of the Republic of Ven-
ezuela for the Avoidance of Double Taxation
and the Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with Re-
spect to Taxes on Income and Capital, together
with a Protocol, signed at Caracas on January
25, 1999. Also transmitted is the report of the
Department of State concerning the Convention.

This Convention, which is similar to tax trea-
ties between the United States and other devel-
oping nations, provides maximum rates of tax

to be applied to various types of income and
protection from double taxation of income. The
Convention also provides for resolution of dis-
putes and sets forth rules making its benefits
unavailable to residents that are engaged in trea-
ty shopping.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to this Convention and
that the Senate give its advice and consent to
ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
June 29, 1999.

Remarks on Medicare in Chicago, Illinois
June 30, 1999

Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen,
and good morning. I want to say that it’s won-
derful for me to be back in Chicago. Most of

you know how much I love it here, and I am
delighted to be here. I bring you greetings from
the First Lady, who I left on my way here
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