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that we are aware of exactly what’s happening
in your backyard.

I think this is very important to the future
of the entire country, that we prove we can
do this together. And this is something that
every single one of you will always be proud
of having taken a leadership role in.

Thank you very much, and goodbye.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 1:15
p.m. from the Oval Office at the White House.
The transcript released by the Office of the Press

Secretary also included the remarks of Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore; Governors John A. Kitzhaber of Or-
egon, Gary Locke of Washington, and Tony
Knowles of Alaska; Representative Norman D.
Dicks; California State Secretary of Resources
Mary D. Nichols; Northwest Indian Fisheries
Commission Chairman Billy Frank, Jr.; County
Executive Ron Sims of King County, WA; and
Mayor Paul Schell of Seattle, WA. In his remarks,
the President referred to Governor Locke’s wife,
Mona Lee.

Statement on Assistance to Colombia in the Aftermath of the Earthquake
January 27, 1999

On behalf of all the people of the United
States, I want to express our deepest sympathies
to the people of Colombia who have lost loved
ones or suffered injuries in Monday’s devastating
earthquake. It appears that more than 1,000
people were killed and more than 3,000 were
injured. Entire neighborhoods lie in ruins, leav-
ing many homeless.

I have spoken by telephone to President
Pastrana and assured him that the United States
will do its part to support relief and recovery.
Already, a 62-member U.S. search and rescue
team has arrived in Colombia, at the request
of the Colombian Government, to help find and
assist survivors. Today we are making available
through USAID $2 million for immediate dis-
aster relief, including airlifts of blankets and
shelter materials and other emergency needs
identified by our two Governments. We will de-
ploy a new team of technical advisers to bolster
Colombia’s rescue efforts. And with the strong

support of the United States, the Inter-American
Development Bank has already pledged $10 mil-
lion for rebuilding.

We will stay in close contact with the Colom-
bian Government to determine how else we can
help. As with the response to Hurricane Mitch
in Central America, I know the people of the
United States will want to assist in the wake
of this tragedy. I say to Colombians what I said
to Central Americans: Ayudaremos a nuestros
hermanos—we will help our brothers and sisters.
It is the right thing to do, and it supports our
interest in a stable, democratic, and prosperous
hemisphere.

As I said in October when President Pastrana
visited the White House, his Presidency rep-
resents a new beginning for Colombia, a new
opportunity that Monday’s tragedy cannot and
must not undermine. We will continue to work
closely with him as he leads Colombia toward
a more peaceful and prosperous future.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt the
Middle East Peace Process
January 27, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 401(c) of the National

Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section

204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c),
I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic report
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on the national emergency with respect to ter-
rorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle East
peace process that was declared in Executive
Order 12947 of January 23, 1995.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks at a Memorial Service for Lawton Chiles
January 28, 1999

Lawton would get a huge kick out of knowing
that I have just been upstaged by his 10-year-
old granddaughter. [Laughter] When both the
grandkids were singing, I was thinking, you
know this is what Lawton would liked to have
done if he had not been a politician, sort of
the wandering minstrel for America. [Laughter]
And in some ways, he was.

I looked through the Scripture to find some-
thing that referenced how he started his political
campaign, and there’s a verse in Genesis which
says, ‘‘Arise, walk through the land and the
length of it and in the breadth of it, for I
will give it to thee.’’ I think in so many ways
God gave Florida to Lawton so that he could
give himself to the people of his beloved State.
And in so many ways, his homespun humor
and his common sense became the glue that
held Florida together as it exploded and diversi-
fied and changed in ways that make it almost
unrecognizable to people who were there three
decades ago.

Every one of us who knew Lawton Chiles
feels blessed. If we knew him very well, we
loved him. He gave something to all of us. He
gave me a lot when we were serving together
as Governors. I mean, I couldn’t imagine—I
was serving as Governor with someone who had
been chairman of the Senate Budget Com-
mittee. And he made sure that I was always
aware of what I should know before I voted
however he wanted me to vote in the Governors
conference on whatever it was. [Laughter]

I loved campaigning with him in Florida. I
loved—it’s almost a sad thing to say, but it was
very moving for me—Florida had a lot of natural
disasters during the period in which we served
together. It was very moving to me to be in
these places with Lawton Chiles, to see the
pulse of the people beating in him and the

feeling he had for them. I loved all the opportu-
nities he gave me to help Florida, with late-
night phone calls about every conceivable sub-
ject, the recommendations he gave that Carol
Browner and Janet Reno ought to be in the
Cabinet.

And like everybody else, I loved the humor.
I knew Lawton Chiles long before ‘‘he-coon’’
became a part of our political lexicon. And one
of the most humbling nights of my life was
a night at the Governors conference that I spent
with Ann Richards and Lawton Chiles. [Laugh-
ter] I thought I was a good storyteller. I thought
I knew every phrase that had ever been coined.
I listened to them talk about how a stuck pig
squealed, how a cut dog barks, how if you can’t
run with the big dogs, you ought to just stay
on the porch. [Laughter] Listen, I lost that
night. [Laughter] But I never forgot it.

You know, Lawton may have worn a coonskin
cap and coat to his own inaugural ball in 1995,
and he did a lot of that ‘‘aw, shucks’’ stuff with
all of us, but we all know that he was really
a visionary. He saw the possibilities and the
challenges of the future, and he saw his own
life as a sort of continuing obligation to push
people toward them.

Long before most of the rest of us, as Senator
Domenici and others have already said, he knew
that we had to put our budgetary house in order
if we wanted our children to have a future.
And I’m very glad he got to live to see it come
to pass—even though Pete’s right, he’d want
to see all the numbers and all the books and
be a little suspicious.

Carol Browner talked about how he saw that
in Florida and in the United States we had
to reconcile the imperatives of economic growth
and preserving our environment. And because
of his vision, the forests and the swamps that
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