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Feb. 1 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting Budget Rescissions and
Deferrals
February 1, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with the Congressional Budget

and Impoundment Control Act of 1974, I here-
with report three rescissions of budget authority,
totaling $35 million; one new deferral of $185
million of budget authority; and, two revised
deferrals of budget authority, totaling $1.5 bil-
lion.

The proposed rescissions affect the programs
of the Department of Interior, Unanticipated
Needs for Natural Disasters, and International
Assistance Programs. The proposed deferrals af-

fect programs of the Department of State and
International Assistance Programs.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. An
original was not available for verification of the
content of this letter. The report detailing the re-
scissions and deferrals was published in the Fed-
eral Register on February 10.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Luncheon in Boston,
Massachusetts
February 2, 1999

Thank you very much. Up to this point, I’ve
had a great time here today. I could have lis-
tened to this go on forever. I want to say to
all those here, to Elaine and to Alan and every-
one who worked on this event; to Governor
Romer and Len Barrack and all of those—to
Joe Andrew and others who will carry on with
the Democratic Party; to Joan Menard and
Mayor Menino; and especially to Senator Ken-
nedy, Senator Kerry, Congressmen Moakley and
Meehan and McGovern and Tierney, Capuano,
and the other members of the delegation, how
profoundly grateful I am to be here; how grate-
ful I am for every occasion in which I have
come to Boston or the State of Massachusetts
since 1991; for the kindness and support that
you have given to me, to Hillary, to the Vice
President, to all of us; for being the State which
has consistently given the Clinton-Gore team the
highest percentage of the popular vote; for stick-
ing with the agenda that we have set forth for
America and sending a magnificent congres-
sional delegation. I am very grateful.

This morning, Hillary asked me what I was
going to do in Boston, and I said, ‘‘Oh, I’m
going up there to canonize Steve Grossman.’’
[Laughter] And she said, ‘‘Bill, don’t say that.

That’s the wrong religion.’’ [Laughter] But that’s
basically what we’ve done. [Laughter] And every
word deserved.

When I met Steve many years ago, and he
was running APEC and I was a young Governor
trying to learn about the complexities of the
Middle East, I never could have dreamed that
I would become so heavily involved in the peace
process there, that I would have the opportunity
to do what we have been able to do, to move
it forward.

You know, when you think about the condi-
tion of the Democratic Party when Steve be-
came chairman and you think about some of
the difficulties we’ve faced in the Middle East—
if you sort of assume that he helped give me
the Presidency and I helped give him the
Democratic Party, it’s hard to imagine who got
the better deal on some days. [Laughter] I think
neither of us would trade the opportunity and
the challenge for anything. And so, again, I just
want to say thank you.

Let me also say that there is another reason
that we did as well as we did in 1998, and
that is that we stood for something, for all the
American people, and for all kinds of Americans.
I just want to mention one other person who
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