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Statement on a Meeting of the Prime Ministers of India and Pakistan
February 22, 1999

I welcome the successful meeting over the
weekend between Indian Prime Minister
Vajpayee and Pakistani Prime Minister Sharif.
I commend the two Prime Ministers for dem-
onstrating courage and leadership by coming to-
gether and addressing difficult issues that have
long divided their countries.

The two leaders committed to intensifying
their efforts on key matters, including: con-
taining their competition in nuclear arms; pre-
venting nuclear or conventional conflict between
them; resolving territorial disputes including

Jammu and Kashmir; refraining from inter-
ference in each other’s internal affairs; fighting
terrorism; promoting political freedom and
human rights; and working together to improve
the lives of their citizens through economic
growth.

South Asia—and, indeed, the entire world—
will benefit if India and Pakistan promptly turn
these commitments into concrete progress. We
will continue our own efforts to work with India
and Pakistan to promote progress in the region.

Remarks at the Democratic Governors’ Association Dinner
February 22, 1999

Thank you very much. Ladies and gentlemen,
thank you for the warm welcome. I thank Gov-
ernor O’Bannon for his kind introduction. I
thank him and Governor Patton for their leader-
ship of the Democratic Governors. I am de-
lighted that all of them are here tonight, and
I want to pay a special compliment to Tom
Carper for his leadership for the National Gov-
ernors’ Association this year. And I might add,
a special compliment to all the Democratic Gov-
ernors who showed up here in Washington with
an agenda for the NGA to put the children
of this country first and put education on the
front burner and not let it get mired in the
partisan politics. They deserve an enormous
amount of credit, and I thank them.

I want to thank Katie Whelan, Jennifer
Rokala, Mark Weiner for their work for the
DGA. And I’d like to thank the leaders of our
national party who are here tonight: Governor
Romer, Mayor Archer, Congresswoman Sanchez,
and Joe Andrew—whom we stole from Indiana;
thank you very much. I thank the Members
of Congress who are here: Senator Akaka, Sen-
ator Bayh, Senator Dodd, Congresswoman
Mink, Congressman Hoyer, and goodness knows
who else is here; former Democratic Chairman
Don Fowler and all the former Governors who
are here: Governor Waihee, Governor Miller of
Nevada, Governor Bayh—a twofer.

Let me also say one other thing by way of
introduction. I am profoundly grateful to the
NGA for putting together, courtesy of my good
friend Frank Greer, that magnificent film on
Lawton Chiles, one of the best, ablest people
I ever knew, and I thank you for that.

When Rutherford B. Hayes became Governor
of Ohio, he described his position in this way:
‘‘Not too much hard work, plenty of time to
read, good society, et cetera.’’ Hasn’t changed
much, has it? [Laughter] After he became Presi-
dent he said, ‘‘I am heartily tired of this life
of bondage, responsibility, and toil.’’ Well, I
don’t think he was right about either job. And
I’m proud of the work you do and grateful for
the role that all of you played in giving me
a chance to serve you as President. It is not
bondage or toil, although it is responsibility.

Nearly everybody who has had this job has
written something like that. And it makes you
wonder if they complain about it so much why
they work so hard to get it. There is no place
on Earth, I think, as President Kennedy once
said, where a person is called upon to reach
deep into what you believe and what you think
should be done, and then given the opportunity
to marshal the resources of the country to move
forward. But I think it is clear to all of you
who have worked with me in the past that much
of the success that this country has enjoyed,
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