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It is not possible to predict how long either
of these operations will continue. The duration
of the deployments depend upon the course of
events in Kosovo, and in particular, on Bel-
grade’s conduct with respect to its campaign
of ethnic cleansing and the duration of the
threat posed to peace and security in the region.
It is our objective to transfer responsibilities for
the relief effort to other organizations over time,
and to redeploy those U.S. forces, in all cir-
cumstances, as soon as the situation permits.

I have taken these actions pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign
relations and as Commander in Chief and Chief
Executive. In doing so, I have taken into ac-

count the views and support expressed by the
Congress in S. Con. Res. 21 and H. Con. Res.
42.

I am providing this report as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress fully informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution. I appre-
ciate the continued support of the Congress in
this action.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Remarks at the Welcoming Ceremony for Premier Zhu Rongji of China
April 8, 1999

Premier Zhu, Madam Lao, members of the
Chinese delegation, distinguished guests. Pre-
mier Zhu, welcome to the White House and
welcome to the United States. Your visit is an
important event in the long relations between
our people, a relationship that spans nearly the
entire history of the United States. Before this
city even existed, even before our Constitution
was signed, China granted our newly inde-
pendent Nation equal standing with the powers
of Europe.

In the late 18th century, it took a ship sailing
out of Boston over a year to make the voyage
to China and back. Today, our people can com-
municate back and forth in less than the time
needed to speak this sentence. But better com-
munication has not always brought better com-
prehension.

We have done great things together, and we
have disagreed on many occasions. For over two
decades in this century, we had no conversations
at all. That was not healthy for either China
or the United States.

At the dawn of a new century, we now recog-
nize that our interests coincide on many issues
and diverge on some others but that we have
a fundamental responsibility to speak with can-
dor and listen with an open mind. And certainly,
we can agree that China and the United States
can best achieve our hopes in the next century
if we continue to build a constructive strategic

partnership, a relationship that allows us to
make progress on the issues that matter to our
people.

Those issues include stopping the spread of
deadly weapons, building a secure and stable
Asia-Pacific region, ensuring free and fair trade
under international rules, promoting economic
growth while protecting the environment, em-
bracing the universal principles of political free-
dom and human dignity.

Mr. Premier, under your leadership, China
has pursued wise economic policies, striving to
maintain growth, low inflation, a stable currency.
You have fought hard against corruption, re-
invented your government to make it more effi-
cient, and reformed state-owned enterprises.

China’s stability during the Asian economic
crisis has been crucial to Asia’s hopes for a
recovery. That has been good for millions of
Asians who depend upon China’s economic
health and for millions of Americans, from small
investors to farmers to people who work for
the many companies doing business in China.
America has a stake in China’s success, in a
China that has overcome the challenges it faces
at home, a China that is integrated into the
institutions that promote global norms on pro-
liferation, trade, and the environment, a China
that respects human rights and promotes peace.

I am grateful for the Premier’s visit, following
up on President Jiang’s visit here and my visit
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to China. I am very grateful for the opportunity
it gives to both of us to address our potential
and our differences in an honest, open, realistic
manner.

Mr. Premier, I hope you and the American
people learn a lot from each other as you travel
across our Nation and speak in your candid,
forthright way. I look forward to our discussion
this morning. And again I say, welcome, you
are very welcome to the United States.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, where Premier
Zhu was accorded a formal welcome with full mili-
tary honors. In his remarks, he referred to Premier
Zhu’s wife, Lao An, and President Jiang Zemin
of China. The transcript released by the Office
of the Press Secretary also included the remarks
of Premier Zhu.

The President’s News Conference With Premier Zhu Rongji of China
April 8, 1999

President Clinton. Good afternoon. Please be
seated. Premier Zhu and members of the Chi-
nese delegation, I want to thank you again for
coming to the United States. It is important
for the leaders of America and China to meet
regularly.

Today we were able to make progress in areas
that benefit both the American and Chinese
people. We had the chance to speak directly
and openly on matters where we have disagree-
ments. We reviewed our ongoing efforts to en-
hance the security of both our nations and to
build world peace and stability in our efforts
to seek peace on the Korean Peninsula, to work
with India and Pakistan to curb their nuclear
competition, to join in adherence to inter-
national agreements limiting the spread of weap-
ons of mass destruction.

In that regard, let me say I hope that both
our nations soon will ratify the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty to end all nuclear testing.

We also discussed our common efforts to in-
crease prosperity for both our nations. Econom-
ics is Premier Zhu’s primary portfolio. With his
leadership, China’s economy has withstood Asia’s
financial turmoil and helped to mitigate its im-
pact on other nations in the region. Now, with
Asia’s recovery underway but regional growth
still fragile, Premier Zhu has been squarely ad-
dressing China’s toughest economic challenges:
reforming state-owned industries and financial
institutions, rooting out corruption, bringing
China into the information age, and expanding
international trade. These efforts will benefit
China and its trading partners, including Amer-
ica’s businesses, workers, and farmers.

Our nations also will benefit from new coop-
erative initiatives we have agreed upon in recent
days to develop a private housing market in
China, to create a U.S.-China dialog on job
training and labor rights, to support clean energy
projects in China. Today we will sign a civil
aviation agreement that will double passenger
and cargo flights between our countries, bring-
ing jobs and economic activity to both.

And after extensive efforts by our negotiators,
China has agreed to direct all its government
agencies to use only licensed computer software,
which will greatly assist our software industry
in China, now the world’s fifth-largest personal
computer market. Additionally, we have reached
an important agreement that will open China’s
markets for U.S. exports of citrus, meat prod-
ucts, and Pacific Northwest wheat, all highly
important for our farmers.

I am also pleased we have made significant
progress toward bringing China into the World
Trade Organization on fair commercial terms,
although we are not quite there yet. A fair WTO
agreement will go far toward leveling the playing
field for our companies and our workers in Chi-
na’s markets, will commit China to play by the
rules of the international trading system, and
bring China fully into that system in a way that
will bring greater opportunity for its citizens and
its industries as well.

Today we are issuing a joint statement record-
ing the significant progress we have made on
WTO and committing to work to resolve all
remaining issues this year.

Ultimately, to succeed in the market-based,
information-driven world economy, China must
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