
586

Apr. 20 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

of over 45 African countries. No nation com-
mitted to good governments and economic re-
form should be crushed by a debt burden that
it is so heavy it will punish ordinary citizens
and prevent growth, no matter what people do.

Now, if we take these steps, we can build
an international marketplace that reflects our
values. And we can achieve something that I
think people in the United States want very
badly: We can put a human face on the global

economy. We can show people, here and around
the world, that there won’t just be economic
numbers showing growth, but their lives will
be actually improved by the work we do to
draw closer together.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:34 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Message to the Congress Transmitting an Account of Federal Agency
Climate Change Programs and Activities
April 20, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 573 of the Foreign

Operations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 1999, as contained
in the Omnibus Consolidated and Emergency
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1999 (Public
Law 105–277), I transmit herewith an account
of all Federal agency climate change programs

and activities. This report includes both domes-
tic and international programs and activities re-
lated to climate change and contains data on
both spending and performance goals.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
April 20, 1999.

Remarks on the Attack at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado,
and an Exchange With Reporters
April 20, 1999

The President. I want to begin by saying that
Hillary and I are profoundly shocked and sad-
dened by the tragedy today in Littleton, where
two students opened fire on their classmates
before apparently turning their guns on them-
selves.

I have spoken with Governor Bill Owens and
County Commission Chair Patricia Holloway
and expressed my profound concern for the peo-
ple of Littleton. I have spoken to Deputy Attor-
ney General Eric Holder, who, along with Attor-
ney General Reno, is closely monitoring the situ-
ation. I’ve asked the Attorney General and the
Secretary of Education to stand ready to assist
local law enforcement, the schools, the families,
the entire community during this time of crisis
and sorrow.

A crisis response team is ready now to travel
to Colorado, and I strongly believe that we

should do whatever we can to get enough coun-
selors to the families and the children as quickly
as possible. I know the other communities that
have been through this are also ready to do
whatever they can to help.

I think that Patricia Holloway would not mind
if I said that, amidst all the turmoil and grief
that she and others are experiencing, she said
to me just a moment ago that perhaps now
America would wake up to the dimensions of
this challenge if it could happen in a place like
Littleton, and we could prevent anything like
this from happening again. We pray that she
is right.

We don’t know yet all the hows or whys of
this tragedy. Perhaps we may never fully under-
stand it. Saint Paul reminds us that we all see
things in this life through a glass darkly, that
we only partly understand what is happening.
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