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friend Mr. Chretien when I say that those of
us in North America strongly support it.

As I said last night at our dinner, if you look
around this room, the idea that all of us could
be sitting here together around one table would
have been unthinkable just a few years ago.
We are here around this table together because
we are thinking about our common future. And
that is the best thing to say about this meeting
today.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
12:09 p.m. at the Mellon Auditorium. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary General Javier
Solana of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization;
and Prime Minister Jean Chretien of Canada. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of Secretary Gen-
eral Solana.

Remarks at the Close of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
50th Anniversary Summit
April 25, 1999

Hello. I am going to read a statement, and
then I have to go, unfortunately, to another ap-
pointment. But Secretary Albright, Secretary
Cohen, Mr. Berger, General Shelton are going
to be available to answer questions.

We came to this summit committed to chart
a course for the NATO Alliance for the 21st
century, one that embraces new members, new
partners, and new missions. Here we committed
NATO, first, to fulfill its mission of collective
defense with the ability to meet new security
threats; second, to remain open to new allies
and to seek stronger partnership with nations
all across Europe, central Asia, and obviously
including Ukraine and Russia.

We’ve also reaffirmed our determination re-
peatedly to intensify our actions, military and
economic, until we achieve our objectives in
Kosovo. On this, the Alliance leaves Washington
more united even than it was when we came
here.

Meanwhile, we will stand by the neighboring
countries that have accepted risks and hardship
in support of this effort. If Mr. Milosevic threat-
ens them for helping us, we will respond. And
we will work to support democracy and develop-
ment in the region, so that the forces pulling
people together will be stronger than those pull-
ing them apart, and all nations—including,
someday, a democratic Serbia—can join the Eu-
ropean mainstream.

What NATO did here this weekend was to
reaffirm our commitment to a common future,
rooted in common humanity. Standing against
ethnic cleansing is both a moral imperative and

a practical necessity, as the leaders of the front-
line states, who have so much at stake in the
outcome, made so clear to us.

Our vision of a Europe undivided, democratic,
free, and at peace, depends upon our construc-
tive commitment to the hundreds of thousands
of poor refugees, so many men, women, and
children with no place else to turn, who have
been made pawns in a power struggle. It de-
pends upon our ability and our collective com-
mitment, after this crisis has passed, to help
all the people of southeastern Europe build a
better future.

In our last luncheon, just a few moments ago,
when we had all the members of our Partner-
ship Council there, someone made a joke. He
said, ‘‘Look around this room. We have several
members of the last Politburo here that the
Soviet Union had.’’ And then they were counting
up. And then others said, ‘‘Well, we weren’t
on the Politburo, but we should have been.’’
[Laughter] And they were laughing.

But they made an important point. There has
been this breathtaking explosion of freedom. But
the old order has not yet been replaced by
a new one that answers all the legitimate needs
of people, not just for freedom but also for
security and prosperity.

We must be committed to building that kind
of future for the people of central Europe, for
the people of southeastern Europe, and for our
other partners, going all the way to the central
Asian states. We cannot expect for people to
stop being drawn back to old ways of organizing
themselves, even profoundly destructive ways
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resting on ethnic and religious divisions, unless
there is a far more powerful magnet out there
before them.

And so we committed ourselves to building
that kind of future for all of our allies in the
21st century. When all is said and done, I think
people will look back on this summit, perhaps
many years from now, and say that was its last-

ing value: We looked to the future with a clear
vision and made a commitment to build it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:25 p.m. in the
amphitheater at the Ronald Reagan International
Trade Center. In his remarks, he referred to Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro).

Remarks in a Discussion Entitled ‘‘The Third Way: Progressive Governance
for the 21st Century’’
April 25, 1999

[Moderator Al From, president of the Demo-
cratic Leadership Council, opened the discus-
sion.]

President Clinton. Thank you very much. I’d
like to begin just by expressing my profound
gratitude to Al From and to all the people at
the Democratic Leadership Council for having
the passion and the patience to work at this
for years and years and years.

I, too, want to thank Hillary and the hearty
band within the White House who keep us fo-
cused on the big ideas and values that got us
here in the first place. And I’d like to say a
special word of thanks to my friend and aide
Sidney Blumenthal for the work that he’s done
in trying to put this meeting together.

I would also like to just very briefly say how
very much I admire the people who are here
with me at this table today, how much I have
learned from them, how much I look forward
to working with them at every opportunity.

Wim Kok, from The Netherlands, actually was
doing all this before we were. He just didn’t
know that—he didn’t have anybody like Al From
who could put a good label on it. [Laughter]
But he was doing it, for years and years and
years. Tony Blair has made me long for a par-
liamentary system. [Laughter] Gerhard
Schroeder had to wait even longer than I did—
[laughter]—and was also a distinguished Gov-
ernor. And Massimo D’Alema has proved that
you—I think—I’ll make you a prediction here—
I think he is already proving that even in Italy,
where governments tend to be like the flavor
of the month for ice cream, that the right sort
of politics can have a sustained long-term impact

on some of the most wonderful people in the
world. So I’m honored to be here with all of
them.

I’d like to thank my friend and ally Congress-
man Cal Dooley, who is out there; the Secretary
of Transportation, Rodney Slater; the Secretary
of the Army, Louis Caldera, who helped me
in so many ways. And we’re going to hear after-
ward from Lieutenant Governor Kathleen Ken-
nedy Townsend, former Governor and Demo-
cratic Party Chairman Roy Romer, Mayor Wel-
lington Webb of Denver, and Commissioner Mi-
chael Thurmond. I thank them.

All of you know we’ve just finished a 3-day
NATO conference, celebrating the 50th anniver-
sary of NATO, bringing in new members, cele-
brating an astonishing partnership with over 40
countries, including the countries of south-
eastern Europe, all except for Serbia, and the
countries of central Asia in this amazing new
group which, itself, is full of Third Way ques-
tions.

At our last luncheon, one of the members
made a crack that we had five members of the
last Politburo of the Soviet Union sitting around
our table today. And another one said, ‘‘Yes,
and a lot of the rest of us should have been
on the Politburo, but we weren’t.’’ [Laughter]
And it was a picture of how much the world
has changed.

What gives rise to this kind of politics? When
the old order is destroyed or when the realities
of daily life or popular dreams can no longer
be accommodated by a given set of political
arrangements or a political debate. We see that
in southeastern Europe today with the crisis in

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 11:57 Mar 19, 2001 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00631 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\99PUBPAP\99PUBPAP.TXT txed01 PsN: txed01


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T12:03:26-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




