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that safety locks be sold with every handgun,
banned the importation of large-capacity ammu-
nition clips, and banned violent juveniles from
owning guns as adults. I strongly urge the House
not to riddle this legislation with loopholes, or
to delay, but to pass the law and pass it quickly.

Let me also say, I hope others will follow
the lead of the theater owners. In our growing
national campaign to prevent youth violence,
none can stand aside; none should stand in the
way. In the weeks and months ahead, we will
continue to move forward as one nation, striving
to build that better future we all want for our
children.

Now, I’d like to ask Bill Kartozian to tell
us more about the steps the theater owners have
agreed to take. Let’s give him a big hand.

Mr. Kartozian.

[At this point, William F. Kartozian, president,
National Association of Theatre Owners, made
brief remarks.]

Resolution of the Situation in the Balkans
Q. Mr. President, are you optimistic on

Kosovo?
The President. Well, I’m hopeful. You know,

we’re going to have—we’ve got to have the mili-
tary meeting and work out the details. But the
G–8 statement is good.

Q. And how quickly could the peacekeepers
go in, do you think?

The President. Well, they’re working out the
details—I hope shortly, we will know.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Statement on the Resignation of Janet L. Yellen as Chair of the
Council of Economic Advisers
June 8, 1999

I am sorry to learn that Dr. Janet Yellen in-
tends to resign as Chair of the Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers. Her extraordinary intellect and
keen grasp of domestic and international eco-
nomics have contributed enormously to the for-
mation of my administration’s policies in critical
areas ranging from Social Security, health care,

and the budget to trade and international finan-
cial architecture. Janet has been a consistent
advocate for sound economic policy, and she
has been an important contributor to the ex-
traordinary economic progress we have made
in recent years. I wish her and George the very
best as they return to private life.

Remarks at the State Dinner Honoring President Arpad Goncz of Hungary
June 8, 1999

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the White
House. And a special welcome to President and
Mrs. Goncz, members of the Hungarian delega-
tion.

Exactly 150 years ago, in 1849, a young Con-
gressman from Illinois, serving his first and only
term in the U.S. House of Representatives, of-
fered a resolution supporting the Hungarian
people’s struggle for independence and democ-
racy. At that time, the leader of the Hungarian
freedom movement, of course, was Lajos
Kossuth. The Congressman was Abraham Lin-

coln. The bonds between our citizens, based
not only on the large number of distinguished
Hungarian-Americans in our country but also
on our shared aspirations for freedom and de-
mocracy, have very deep roots.

I would like to say a special word of thanks
to Congressman Tom and Annette Lantos, and
others who have helped them, because they are
responsible for the fact that a bust of Kossuth
now stands in the rotunda of our Capitol. Ralph
Waldo Emerson called him ‘‘the angel of free-
dom.’’ He was only the second non-American—
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Lafayette being the first—to address both
Houses of Congress. Crowds greeted him wher-
ever he went. He was a true American hero.

Mr. President, like Kossuth, you taught your-
self English while you were in prison, at a time
when you had just escaped a death sentence
and faced a life term because you stood for
liberty. Later, you translated the works of many
great writers: Edith Wharton, Thomas Wolfe,
William Faulkner, Ernest Hemingway, Arthur
Miller, James Baldwin, John Updike, Alice
Walker. And at least two I think are here to-
night, William Styron and Susan Sontag. These
translations offered Hungarians a window on the
West and earned you many admirers at home.
This work is just one part, but it is a vital
part, of your contribution to ending the division
of Europe.

I even noted in preparing for this that you
translated into Hungarian President Bush’s 1988
campaign biography, ‘‘Looking Forward.’’
[Laughter] Now by the time Al Gore and I
published our book, ‘‘Putting People First,’’ in
1992, you were already President of Hungary
and unfortunately too busy to translate this pro-
foundly important work. [Laughter] At least, I
choose to believe that is the reason you did
not choose to translate it. [Laughter]

In this decade, your own works have been
translated and published in English, your plays
performed in the United States. They are a
brave set of explorations of political conflict and
war, freedom and betrayal, the struggle for daily
survival and dignity in the face of adversity.
Americans have absorbed these works as we
have watched you lead your nation, deepening
freedom there and promoting human rights and
ethnic tolerance around the world and especially

in your own region. The only Hungarian head
of state to make an official visit to Romania
in this century, you told the joint session of
Parliament there that ethnic minorities enrich
their nations and form a valuable connective
link in strengthening relations between nations.

Your vision of people living together and na-
tions living together, resolving differences peace-
fully, drawing strength from their diversity,
treating all people with equal dignity, this will
form the basis of a better future for Europe
and the world. It is at the heart of what we
have been trying to do in our efforts to reverse
ethnic cleansing in Kosovo and to build a south-
eastern Europe in which all people can live to-
gether in dignity and freedom.

Now, Mr. President, normally when I propose
a toast to a visiting head of state, I say some-
thing like ‘‘cheers.’’ I have been advised by the
State Department that the Hungarian word for
‘‘cheers’’ is, and I want to quote from the memo
I got—[laughter]—‘‘practically impossible to
pronounce correctly.’’ [Laughter] I have accept-
ed their considered judgment. [Laughter] So,
instead, I would like to salute you and Mrs.
Goncz with the words that greeted Kossuth on
streamers all across New York City on the day
he arrived in America: Isten Hozta. Welcome.

I ask all of you to join me in a toast to
President and Mrs. Goncz and to the people
of Hungary. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:35 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Maria Zsuzsanna Gonter, wife of
President Goncz. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of President Goncz.

Opening Remarks at a Roundtable Discussion on Increasing Trust Between
Communities and Law Enforcement Officers
June 9, 1999

Thank you very much. Madam Attorney Gen-
eral, Secretary Slater, Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee, Congressman Greg Meeks, Mayor
Williams, and other distinguished panelists in
the gathering: Let me say I will try to be brief
because I want to get to the roundtable discus-

sion, but there are one or two things that I
want to say.

First, I thank all of you for coming here.
This is a truly extraordinary group of Americans,
people who don’t always see eye to eye on
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