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to that is yes. And I discussed some of those
with President Yeltsin today.

I want you to understand that the United
States believes that a strong and prosperous
democratic Russia, actively involved with the
rest of Europe, actively involved with the United
States, actively working together in partnership
to solve the world’s problems, from terrorism
to the threat of weapons of mass destruction
to the need to stop ethnic cleansing—that this
is in our interest. We do this because we genu-
inely want the Russian people to have a leading
role in the world and to have personal pros-
perity, because we think it gives us a safer world
and it’s better for the American people.

Mr. Kiselev. Mr. President, thank you for your
time, thank you for your answers, and I wish
you good luck.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview was videotaped at 5:16 p.m.
in the Bibliotek Room at the Hyatt Regency Hotel
for later broadcast in Russia. In his remarks, the
President referred to Prime Minister Sergey
Stepashin and former Prime Minister and Special
Envoy Viktor Chernomyrdin of Russia; President
Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro); and Presi-
dent Martti Ahtisaari of Finland. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Joint Statement Between the United States and the Russian Federation
Concerning Strategic Offensive and Defensive Arms and Further

Strengthening of Stability
June 20, 1999

Confirming their dedication to the cause of
strengthening strategic stability and international
security, stressing the importance of further re-
duction of strategic offensive arms, and recog-
nizing the fundamental importance of the Treaty
on the Limitation of Anti-Ballistic Missile Sys-
tems (ABM Treaty) for the attainment of these
goals, the United States of America and the
Russian Federation declare their determination
to continue efforts directed at achieving mean-
ingful results in these areas.

The two governments believe that strategic
stability can be strengthened only if there is
compliance with existing agreements between
the Parties on limitation and reduction of arms.
The two governments will do everything in their
power to facilitate the successful completion of
the START II ratification processes in both
countries.

The two governments reaffirm their readiness,
expressed in Helsinki in March 1997, to conduct
new negotiations on strategic offensive arms
aimed at further reducing for each side the level
of strategic nuclear warheads, elaborating meas-
ures of transparency concerning existing stra-
tegic nuclear warheads and their elimination, as
well as other agreed technical and organizational
measures in order to contribute to the

976

irreversibility of deep reductions including pre-
vention of a rapid build-up in the numbers of
warheads and to contribute through all this to
the strengthening of strategic stability in the
world. The two governments will strive to ac-
complish the important task of achieving results
in these negotiations as early as possible.

Proceeding from the fundamental significance
of the ABM Treaty for further reductions in
strategic offensive arms, and from the need to
maintain the strategic balance between the
United States of America and the Russian Fed-
eration, the Parties reaffirm their commitment
to that Treaty, which is a cornerstone of stra-
tegic stability, and to continuing efforts to
strengthen the Treaty, to enhance its viability
and effectiveness in the future.

The United States of America and the Russian
Federation, recalling their concern about the
proliferation in the world of weapons of mass
destruction and their means of delivery, includ-
ing missiles and missile technologies, expressed
by them in the Joint Statement on Common
Security Challenges at the Threshold of the
Twenty First Century, adopted on September
2, 1998 in Moscow, stress their common desire
to reverse that process using to this end the
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existing and possible new international legal
mechanisms.

In this regard, both Parties affirm their exist-
ing obligations under Article XIII of the ABM
Treaty to consider possible changes in the stra-
tegic situation that have a bearing on the ABM
Treaty and, as appropriate, possible proposals
for further increasing the viability of this Treaty.

The Parties emphasize that the package of
agreements signed on September 26, 1997 in
New York is important under present conditions
for the effectiveness of the ABM Treaty, and
they will facilitate the earliest possible ratifica-
tion and entry into force of those agreements.

The implementation of measures to exchange
data on missile launches and on early warning

and to set up an appropriate joint center, re-
corded in the Joint Statement by the Presidents
of the United States of America and the Russian
Federation signed on September 2, 1998 in
Moscow, will also promote the strengthening of
strategic stability.

Discussions on START III and the ABM
Treaty will begin later this summer. The two
governments express their confidence that im-
plementation of this Joint Statement will be a
new significant step to enhance strategic stability
and the security of both nations.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.
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June 20, 1999

Lord Mayor Dieckmann, thank you very much
for your words and for your wonderful gift of
Beethoven’s music; Mr. Ambassador; ladies and
gentlemen.

Let me begin by saying a word of thanks
to our Embassy staff and to those of you here
in Bonn who have been our hosts for so many
years. We are very proud of our long presence
here, but we know, as the Lord Mayor said,
that our departure is made possible by some-
thing we have dreamed of for a very long time,
the Germany envisioned when the American
High Commission came to Bonn in 1951. Also,
thanks in large measure to Germany’s leadership
and example, we see the Europe envisioned in
the days of Truman and Adenauer, a Europe
free, undivided, and at peace, at last within our
grasp.

The man for whom this chapel was named,
Henry Stimson, shared those dreams of Ger-
many and Europe. I understand one of his rel-
atives, Arthur Stimson, is here today, and we
are honored by that. I also want to wish the
chapel’s pastor, Dr. Hubbard, well as he returns
to America tomorrow after his service here. We
thank you, sir, and we wish your successor,
Reverend Satre—and Father McNally, thank
you for being here.

Hillary and I and Secretary Eizenstat, who's
about to become the Deputy Secretary of the

Treasury—he’s moving, too—all of our Ameri-
cans here are profoundly grateful to those of
you who have served in Bonn and have done
a remarkable job of forging the truly incredible
relationship we have with Germany. It is a secu-
rity alliance, an economic partnership, and a cul-
tural bond. The gift of this chapel is meant
to symbolize that whole relationship and to
make it stronger. I thank all of you who have
made it possible.

As I think about where we are today com-
pared to where we were 50 years ago and the
work we did today for the Europe our children
and grandchildren will live in 50 years from
now, I think it is altogether fitting that we are
here in Bonn, the home of Beethoven, for his
life makes possible for us to see one of the
most important admonitions of the Scriptures.
The Bible says, “Where there is no vision, the
people perish.”

Beethoven, I believe, was the greatest com-
poser in the history of the world. He was also
stone deaf. He wrote his music because of his
vision, because of the melding together of his
mind, his heart, his memory, his imagination.
Human beings are at their best, not only individ-
ually but working together, when they are guid-
ed by their visions and they are good.
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