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Statement on the Death of Ignaz Bubis
August 17, 1999

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of the
death of Ignaz Bubis, the President of Ger-
many’s Central Council of Jews. We extend our
deepest condolences to his family, the Jewish
community in Germany, and the many non-Jews
in Germany for whom he was a beacon.

Imprisoned in Nazi labor camps while still
a boy, Ignaz Bubis lost virtually his entire family
in the Holocaust. After the war, he settled in
Frankfurt and became a successful businessman
and a key figure in the small community that
sought to reestablish Jewish life in Germany.
He was elected early in this decade to lead
Germany’s Jewish community, and he used his
position to engage his fellow citizens on issues
regarding their nation’s past and the need for
vigilance to uphold the values at the heart of
contemporary Germany. Because of the clarity

of his vision and the persuasiveness of his mes-
sage, he became one of his nation’s foremost
champions of tolerance and openness. He was
a friend and valued counselor to many of Ger-
many’s leaders. I was greatly impressed by his
wisdom and determination to build a more toler-
ant world.

Ignaz Bubis never ceased to bear witness to
history and the consuming evil that was per-
petrated earlier in this century. But he also
demonstrated that the demands of conscience
and the goal of reconciliation are not at odds
but instead must be pursued together. At a time
when conflicts in the Balkans have confronted
Europe and the world with seemingly intractable
hatred, the example of Ignaz Bubis is one we
must all heed.

Statement on Signing the Veterans Entrepreneurship and Small Business
Development Act of 1999
August 17, 1999

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
1568, the ‘‘Veterans Entrepreneurship and Small
Business Development Act of 1999.’’ This bill
will provide assistance to veterans who are en-
trepreneurs and especially to service-disabled
veteran entrepreneurs, men and women who
have sacrificed so much in the service of our
country. By helping these American heroes to
establish, maintain, and grow their own small
businesses, we help to sustain our strong econ-
omy and express our gratitude for their service
to America.

This bill also includes several measures de-
signed to cushion the impact on small businesses
when their owners or essential employees who
are reservists are ordered to active duty during
military conflicts. By providing loans, loan pay-
ment deferrals, and technical and managerial as-
sistance for these citizen soldiers, we can help

ensure that they do not have to risk their liveli-
hoods while they risk their lives.

I do have a constitutional concern regarding
the section of the bill that addresses the com-
position of the government corporation that will
provide assistance to veterans in the formation
and expansion of small businesses. This provision
unjustifiably intrudes upon the President’s con-
stitutional authority and discretion to appoint ex-
ecutive officials, and, therefore, I will treat this
provision as precatory.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
August 17, 1999.

NOTE: H.R. 1568, approved August 17, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–50.
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