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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / Aug. 19

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:40 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to University of Tennessee President
J. Wade Gilley, Coach Phillip Fulmer, and Volun-

teers team members Tee Martin, Mercedes Ham-
ilton, Travis Henry, and Peerless Price; and Uni-
versity of Arkansas quarterback Clint Stoerner.

Statement on the National Household Survey on Drug Abuse
August 18, 1999

Today’s 1998 national household survey on
drug abuse reveals that we have turned an im-
portant corner on youth drug use. Last year
youth drug use declined significantly, and fewer
young people tried marijuana for the first time.
This encouraging news shows that more young
people are getting the message that drugs are
wrong and illegal and can kill you, and today’s
report contains even more good news: Current
cigarette use dropped to the lowest rate ever
recorded by the survey.

While these results give us reason to be opti-
mistic, we cannot let up on our efforts. We
must continue our unprecedented media cam-
paign to reach our children with powerful anti-
drug messages, not cut it back just as it is mak-
ing an impact. We must expand our partnerships
with community antidrug coalitions and work
to enact our long-term drug strategy. Together,
we can steer our children away from drugs and
toward a brighter future.

Remarks on the Baby Boom Echo Education Initiative
August 19, 1999

Thank you very much, and welcome to the
announcement of the administration’s program
to save the future for Secretary Riley’s grand-
children. [Laughter]

Thank you, Mr. Secretary, for your passionate
dedication and leadership. Thank you, Wendell
Greer. I also want to acknowledge here people
who will be involved in, I think, briefing later:
Dan Galloway, who is the principal of Adlai
Stevenson High School in Lincolnshire, Illinois;
Dr. Daniel Domenech, the superintendent of
the Fairfax County schools; and Dr. Iris Metts,
the superintendent of the Prince George’s
County schools, who was here at the White
House with us when I signed the ed-flex bill
last April.

This is a busy time for educators, and I appre-
ciate them for taking the time to join us. It’s
a busy time for parents and students, too, think-
ing about the back-to-school season. In so many
ways it represents a new beginning. People get
used to new teachers, new classmates, new
schoolbooks, new jeans and clothes. It reminds

us of the vital role that education plays in our
children’s lives and in the life of our Nation.

Today I want to talk about what the previous
speakers have said in terms of what it means
for America, not just in a new school year but
in a new century. In our lifetimes we have never
had a better chance to prepare America’s chil-
dren and America’s schools for the demands
of the 21st century. We can do it because of
the longest peacetime expansion in our history,
the highest homeownership, over 19 million new
jobs, welfare at a 32 year low, crime a 26-year
low, teen smoking, teen pregnancy, and as our
annual survey showed just yesterday, teen drug
abuse all down. We have a record surplus of
$99 billion, and it’s projected to grow and to
sustain itself over the next 10 years.

Now, there’s a great debate in Washington
about what we should do with this surplus and,
in a larger sense, how to fulfill the promise
and the obligation of preparing our schools and
our children for the 21st century. How will we
seize this chance to shape the future?
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