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to get guns, even if they’re criminals,’’ I would
point out that we’ve got a higher percentage
of people behind bars, serving longer average
sentences, than anybody else. If that were the
answer, why are the police telling us to take
more sensible measures to restrict access to
guns?

And if you have this argument, let me give
you a statistic that will trump any argument.
Forget about deliberate crimes. The death rate
from accidental shooting of children in America
is 9 times higher than that of the next 25 biggest
industrial countries combined—combined.

So don’t let anybody tell you that we don’t
need to do more to keep guns away from kids
and crooks. We do. And don’t let anybody tell
you that we can’t do it without interfering with
the constitutional right to hunt, to engage in
proper sports shooting and all those things.
We’re not talking about that. And don’t let any-
body tell you that 50,000 more police on our
street, 50,000 more people like those we honor
today, wouldn’t make America a safer place, not
only by catching criminals but by physically
being there and working with community lead-
ers by preventing crime in the first place.

We’ve got all these opportunities on the edge
of this new millennium, with the strongest econ-
omy in our lifetimes. I don’t think it’s too much
to say that we ought to use these opportunities
to save Social Security and Medicare, to give
our kids a world-class education with 100,000
teachers, and to keep working to make America
the safest and the healthiest big country on
Earth.

I am proud that all of you are working with
us to achieve that goal. And if we keep working,
I still think we will get it done.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Thomas J. Scotto, president, Na-
tional Association of Police Organizations, who in-
troduced the President; Attorney General Jere-
miah W. Nixon of Missouri; Mayor Colette
Lafuente of Poughkeepsie, NY; and Mary Beth
Talley, who protected her friend Heather McDon-
ald during the shooting at Wedgewood Baptist
Church in Fort Worth, TX.

Statement on the Anniversary of the Assassination of Yitzhak Rabin
October 21, 1999

Four years ago today, according to the He-
brew calendar, Yitzhak Rabin was murdered by
an assassin in Tel Aviv. He was a Prime Min-
ister, a general, a diplomat, and a courageous
soldier in the battle for peace. All of us who
were his friends still mourn his death.

Twelve days from now, world leaders will
gather in Oslo to honor Yitzhak Rabin’s memory.
I will attend on behalf of the American people.
It was in Oslo, 6 years ago, that Israelis and
Palestinians made the crucial decision to try to

work together to achieve peace. Now, Prime
Minister Barak, Chairman Arafat, and I will
come together in Oslo to build on that legacy
and move closer to Rabin’s goal: a permanent
peace between Israel and the Palestinian people.

There is much hard work ahead, with difficult
decisions for all sides. But as we look back in
sorrow to mourn the passing of a great man,
we must do everything in our power on behalf
of the cause to which he gave his life.

Statement on House Action on Legislation on Education Opportunities
October 21, 1999

Making our schools work for all America’s
children is the most important challenge we

face. By passing H.R. 2 today, the House took
an important step toward improving educational
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