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agreed to continue to take forward their discus-
sions in a constructive spirit in forthcoming
weeks.

5. The leaders agreed that the new round
had to be definitively different in content and
process from its predecessors. For example, we
had to take into account the rapid advances
in technology, particularly related to electronic
commerce. They agreed on the goal of better
addressing the social dimensions of trade by pro-
moting a substantive dialogue with our partners,
involving the WTO and the ILO, although we
still differ on the modalities. The dialogue would
include an examination of the relationship be-
tween trade policy, trade liberalization, develop-
ment and fundamental labor rights, so as to
maximize the benefits of open trade for workers.
The two leaders also agreed that the new round
should enhance the potential for positive
synergies between trade liberalization, environ-
mental protection and economic development.

6. But the agenda for the new Round also
had to address the needs and interests of all
our partners. Although major players in the
world economy, the U.S. and EU needed to
do more than in previous Rounds to work with
all our partners in the WTO system. The new
Round should offer major opportunities to the

developing countries, strengthening their role in
the world economy. Particular attention needs
to be paid to the least developed countries.
Their concerns and interests should be fully
taken into account, including through specifically
targeted, enhanced, and effective market access
and capacity building.

7. An additional important new element was
to make the multilateral trading system as re-
sponsive as possible to all our citizens. The two
leaders agreed to work vigorously to assure the
public that the trading system and the WTO
as an institution works in the broadest interests
of everyone—and to ensure that this remains
the case. Both leaders renewed their commit-
ment to the WTO Dispute Settlement System,
and agreed that WTO decisions should be re-
spected and implemented. The leaders also an-
ticipated ratifying at Seattle a package of im-
provements to the Dispute Settlement Under-
standing. Additionally, they agreed to work to-
wards enhanced transparency in the WTO deci-
sion-making process.

Washington, D.C.,
27 October 1999

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint declaration.

Remarks at a Reception for Representative David E. Bonior
October 27, 1999

Thank you very much. Thank you, David, and
thank you, Vic. I’m glad to know you still have
to pay some political dues for the price of going
into private life. [Laughter]

Let me say, I’m honored to be here for David
Bonior. And the most important thing I can
say to all of you is, thank you, because you
know it’s important that he be reelected or you
wouldn’t be here. I do think it is worth pointing
out that he represents the kind of district that
is pretty reflective of America; it could go either
way. And he always has a competitive race be-
cause they spend a lot of money against him,
and they try to say things that will turn the
voters against him and convince them that he’s
something he isn’t.

Dave and Judy go home every summer; they
knock on thousands of doors; they actually talk

to people. I know that if you give money to
a lot of candidates, one of the things you want
to know is, now, if I really back this person,
is he or she going to work hard? This guy kills
himself to fulfill his responsibilities to his coun-
try and to his party in Washington and to his
district back home. And he does as good a job
in as difficult a situation as anybody in the
United States.

The other thing I want to say is that I am
in a unique position having worked with him
for nearly 7 years now, under some of the most
difficult conceivable circumstances with very
hard issues, to tell you that he is a great leader
who is both loved and admired. Some of the
people in the other party, they seem fond of
electing people that they can then be terrified
of, so they have to be browbeaten into doing
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whatever it is they want to do. This guy is fol-
lowed because he is respected, admired, and
loved by people who sometimes don’t agree with
him on every issue.

The last point I want to make is this. We
are very close now to returning a majority of
the House of Representatives to the Democrats.
We can’t lose any seats, and we’ve got to win
some. And we certainly don’t want to fool with
a leadership team that is working and is pro-
ducing for our party and, more importantly, for
our country.

The most important thing in politics is to
have, first of all, the right ideas and then, sec-
ondly, the right people. And I define the right
people as people who understand how ideas af-
fect real peoples’ lives and identify with them
and then have the courage to fight for them.

One of the things that David didn’t say, that
I think he ought to take a lot of credit for
back home—in a district of prudent, conserv-
ative Americans—is that, when I came into of-
fice, the deficit was $290 billion. We just got
the final numbers on last year’s budget. We
had a $123 billion surplus. We paid $140 billion
down on the debt in the last 2 years. If I had
run for President in 1992 and I had told you,
‘‘Vote for me. I’ll turn this $290 billion deficit
into a surplus. We’ll do it 2 years in a row,
and I’ll pay $140 billion on the debt,’’ you would
have said, ‘‘You know, he’s a very nice young
man, but he’s totally delusional, and we should
send him home.’’ [Laughter]

Now, that reduction, on average, for the aver-
age American family, has been worth $2,000
savings in home mortgage payments, a $200 sav-
ings in car payments, and a $200 savings in
college loan payments. So the average American
family has gotten a $2,400 tax cut, in effect,
from responsible economic policies brought to
you by our party. And it’s not just the President.
None of this would have happened if we hadn’t
had the votes in for the ’93 economic plan and
if David and Vic and others hadn’t been up
there whipping it. We did not have a single
vote to spare, and the Vice President had to
break a tie in the Senate, and it turned the
country around.

And for that reason alone, in a district that
thinks of itself as a moderately conservative dis-
trict, I wouldn’t give away a man without whom
it would not have happened. This country’s eco-
nomic recovery was sparked by our commitment
to that and by enacting it, and David Bonior

deserves an enormous amount of credit for it,
and I’m very grateful to him, and I thank him.

The second point I want to make, only be-
cause a lot of you run in the circles of our
friends, is he was too modest in the litany he
gave. And I say this because, again I say, I
could have done none of this without his help
and others. But here are the real numbers. This
country now has the longest peacetime expan-
sion in history. If it goes on until February,
it will be the longest economic expansion in
the history of America, and we didn’t have a
war during this. It’s unthinkable. The highest
homeownership in history. And here are the
numbers. We have the lowest unemployment
rate in 29 years, the lowest welfare rolls in 30
years, the lowest poverty rates in 20 years, the
lowest crime rate in 30 years, the lowest teen
pregnancy rate in 30 years, the first back-to-
back budget surpluses in 42 years with the
smallest Federal Government in 37 years. Now,
that is a record that you ought to be able to
run on in any congressional district in America
and be very proud of.

And I’ll close with this; this is by far the
most important point. The real issue before the
American people—and Senator Bradley and Vice
President Gore are having a town meeting right
now in New Hampshire while we’re here—the
issue is not whether we’re going to change; of
course we are. The world is changing. It’s prac-
tically moving under our feet. The question is,
how are we going to change? Are we going
to, on the one hand, take a U-turn and go
back to the policies that got us in so much
trouble in the first place, which is essentially
what all the people running for the other party’s
nomination advocate on economic and social
policy? Are we going to forget what got us here
in the first place and forget about things that
will maintain our economic prosperity? Or are
we going to build on what has happened, to
take advantage of this moment to meet the big
challenges of the new century?

This is the first time in my lifetime that our
people, as a people, have had a chance to essen-
tially build the future of their dreams for their
children. You know, the last time we had an
economy that was about this good was in the
1960’s: We had the civil rights crisis; we had
the Vietnam war. Now we have no excuse. But
a nation is no different from a business or a
family or an individual. You are most vulnerable
to making a mistake in life when you think
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everything is peachy-keen, because it’s easy to
just relax, it’s easy to get distracted, it’s easy
to do something that’s in the short-term selfish
interest that doesn’t deal with the long run.

The challenges this country faces is no dif-
ferent than the challenges that you have seen
in your businesses, in your families, and in your
lives. When things are really good, it’s hard to
muster the vision, the will, and the focus to
do the right, big things. That’s what the can-
didates should all be questioned about this year.

The most important reason for his candidacy
and his leadership is so we can save Social Secu-
rity for the baby boom generation, so we can
modernize Medicare and put a prescription drug
benefit, so we can radically improve the edu-
cation of the largest and most diverse group
of kids in the country’s history, so we can bring
prosperity to the people and places that still
haven’t felt it, so we can keep on until we pay
down the debt completely for the first time
since 1835, so we can stop all these assaults
on the environment and prove that we can clean
the environment and grow the economy at the
same time, so that we can meet our responsibil-
ities in the world.

David is an internationalist, and Gerald Ford
spoke so passionately today about the impor-
tance of a bipartisan commitment to our global
responsibilities, which means, do what it takes
to continue to fight for peace and against ethnic
cleansing in Bosnia and Kosovo, continue to sup-
port the Irish peace process, continue to support
the Africans, who want to stop further tribal
wars, continue to work for peace in Northern
Ireland, continue to work for peace in the Mid-
dle East, continue to work against the prolifera-

tion of nuclear weapons, continue to work for
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, continue
to work against terrorism.

This is an important part of our future. If
you don’t think that all this stuff we’re enjoying
could be interrupted tomorrow by a collapse
of the international economic system, by a rise
in global terrorism, by America walking away
from its responsibilities to peace in these impor-
tant areas, think again. So I say to you, this
is an important part of it.

And the last thing I’ll say is, we Democrats,
we may have lost a lot of votes over the last
30 years because we believe in one America,
without regard to race or gender or religion
or sexual orientation. But if you look at the
way the world is in turmoil today and if you
look at the horrible, though isolated, instances
of hate-related violence in America today, I
think you will agree that it’s pretty important
that we hang in there together.

Dave Bonior has a big heart, a good mind,
and a steel spine. He will fight a buzz saw
for what he believes in. And that’s why the
people who follow his lead both respect him
and love him. You did a good thing in coming
here tonight, but we’ve got a lot of work to
do between now and next year at this time.
If we do it, we’re going to have a lot to cele-
brate.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:40 p.m. in the
Concorde Room at the Hay Adams Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to former Representative Vic
Fazio; and Representative Bonior’s wife, Judy.

Remarks at a Blue Ribbon Schools Award Ceremony
October 28, 1999

Thank you. Good morning. Congratulations.
I want to begin by thanking Ruth Summerlin
for her introduction and for the power of her
example which includes not only turning her
school around but asking for a little more help.
Did you notice the way she slipped that in
there? [Laughter] That was pretty impressive.

I want to thank Secretary Riley for his won-
derful leadership. All the things he said about

me, he might have said about himself. He is
clearly not only the longest serving but the
ablest, the most dedicated, and most effective
Secretary of Education we have ever had.

When the new millennium rolls around in
January, we will have completed 21 years of
working together, as friends and colleagues,
since we were young Governors in the South
trying to start our education reform programs,
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