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late King Hussein addressed the United States
Congress. Near the end of his speech, Rabin
turned to Hussein and said, and I quote, ‘‘We
have both seen a lot in our lifetime. We have
seen too much suffering. What will you leave
to your children? What will I leave to my grand-
children? I have only dreams,’’ he said, ‘‘to build
a better world, a world of understanding and
harmony, a world in which it is a joy to live.
That is not asking for too much.’’

That dream has united those of you in this
organization for 85 years now. That dream in
our time requires us to build one America and
requires America to be a force for peace and
harmony in the world. Think of it: Rabin gave
his life so that we might build a world in which
it is a joy to live. It is not asking for too much,
but it will require all we can give.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:25 p.m. at the
Grand Hyatt Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Howard P. Berkowitz, national chairman, Abra-
ham H. Foxman, national director, and Glenn
Tobias, national executive committee chairman,
Anti-Defamation League; Atlanta City Council
President Robb Pitts; De Kalb County Chief Ex-
ecutive Liane Levetan; Representative John
Lewis’ wife, Lillian; Vinton G. Cerf, senior vice
president of Internet architecture and technology,
MCI WorldCom, and his wife, Sigrid; Eric Land-
er, director, Whitehead Institute/MIT Center for
Genome Research; Prime Minister Ehud Barak
of Israel; Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pales-
tinian Authority; and Pope John Paul II.

The President’s Radio Address
October 30, 1999

Good morning. Two weeks ago I reaffirmed
our Nation’s commitment to environmental pro-
tection and announced our plan to protect more
than 40 million acres of roadless area in our
national forests. Today I’m announcing new ac-
tions we’re taking to protect our air, our water,
and some of our most precious lands.

One of the simplest but most potent tools
in our fight against pollution is public informa-
tion. By requiring industries to tell communities
how much they pollute the air and water, we
empower citizens to fight back and create a
powerful incentive for industry to pollute less.
Remarkably, in the decades since the public’s
right-to-know about chemical releases became
the law of the land, industry’s toxic pollution
has fallen nearly 50 percent.

Today, my administration is again expanding
the public’s right-to-know. We’re acting to pro-
tect families against some of the most dangerous
chemicals ever known, including mercury,
dioxin, and PCB’s. These chemicals are trou-
bling for two reasons. First, they don’t break
down easily; instead, they build up in the envi-
ronment and in our bodies. Second, many of
them heighten the risk of cancer or other illness,
even at very low doses.

Right now companies are required to disclose
their uses of these chemicals only if they handle
huge quantities. Beginning January 1st, we’ll re-
quire companies to inform the public even if
they’re using much smaller quantities, in some
cases just 10 pounds a year. In the case of
dioxin, a chemical that can cause harm even
in minute quantities, companies must report if
they produce as little as a tenth of a gram.

By posting this information for all to see, we
can speed the day when families no longer need
worry about hidden dangers in the air they
breathe and the water they drink.

As we step up our fight against pollution,
we must work as well to preserve lands across
America that are still pristine. Today I’m an-
nouncing a new effort to protect the incom-
parable California desert so future generations
can enjoy it in all its splendor. Five years ago
I signed the California Desert Act, preserving
millions of acres of stark but fragile landscape,
rich with history and precious wildlife.

Today, to mark the anniversary, the nonprofit
Wildlands Conservancy is donating to the Fed-
eral Government an additional 14,000 acres
within the Joshua Tree National Park, lands that
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otherwise might be developed. It’s through part-
nerships like this that we can protect vital pieces
of our national endowment.

We have also just completed our agreement
to preserve New Mexico’s spectacular Baca
Ranch, home to one of the largest herds of
wild elk anywhere in the world. I’m working
closely with Congress to secure the funding to
complete this purchase so that we can preserve
this extraordinary land for all time.

In my balanced budget for this year, I pro-
posed a $1 billion lands legacy initiative to pre-
serve other natural treasures and to help com-
munities protect local green spaces. Regrettably,
Congress has failed to provide even half the
necessary funding.

And even more troubling, the Interior bill
that Congress has produced once again is laden
with provisions that would benefit special inter-
ests at the expense of our public interest and
our environment. One of these provisions would
allow excessive logging on our national forests.
Another would let mining companies dump
more toxic wastes on public lands. A third would
grant a windfall to major companies that
produce oil on Federal lands.

This makes no sense. Today, while I’m taking
action to protect communities against toxic
chemicals, Congress is giving special interests

license to pollute our public lands. While I’m
taking action to save some of our most treasured
places, Congress is putting other precious lands
at greater risk.

So let me be clear: If Congress sends me
this Interior bill, I’ll veto it. Again, I urge Con-
gress to work with me on a better bill that
is unburdened by these antienvironmental provi-
sions and that has adequate funding to protect
our natural landscape through the lands legacy
initiative.

All though this century, since Theodore Roo-
sevelt set us on the path of conservation, Ameri-
cans have worked together across party lines
to protect public health and restore and protect
our environment. As we begin the new millen-
nium, let our gift to the future be a new effort,
together across party lines, to clean our air, to
ensure safe water, and to preserve healthy, thriv-
ing lands.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6:59 p.m. on
October 29 at a private residence in Atlanta, GA,
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 30. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on October 29 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.

Statement on Naming a Guided Missile Destroyer for Senator John H.
Chafee
October 30, 1999

I am honored to announce today that the
40th ship of the Arleigh Burke class of guided
missile destroyers will be named in honor of
the late Senator John H. Chafee of Rhode Is-
land. Senator Chafee distinguished himself
throughout a life dedicated to serving our Na-
tion as a United States Senator, as Secretary
of the Navy, as Governor of Rhode Island, and
as a United States Marine in World War II
and the Korean war. Given Senator Chafee’s
long association with the sea—with the Marine
Corps, the Navy, and the great maritime State
of Rhode Island—I can think of no better way

to honor his many contributions than to name
a warship in his honor.

The ship named in honor of Senator Chafee
will be one of the most technologically advanced
ships in the United States Navy. It will be capa-
ble of performing a wide range of missions in
support of U.S. national security. Whether show-
ing the flag in peacetime to build good will
with other nations or employing its potent com-
bat power in conflict, the ship will carry on
Senator Chafee’s legacy of honorable service to
our Nation.
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