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at the Grand Hotel at 2:15, approximately, and
tell you even more about our discussions.

We have, of course, also discussed the situa-
tion in Chechnya, our relations to Russia. We
have found that we have very much in common
regarding the priorities in foreign policy, com-
bating poverty, promoting human rights, pre-
venting conflicts. And I feel that our meeting
has served to strengthen the already close ties
between our two nations.

Thank you so much.

NOTE: Prime Minister Bondevik spoke at noon
in the Prime Minister’s Office. In his remarks,
the President referred to King Harald V of Nor-
way; former Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
and current Prime Minister Ehud Barak of Israel;
and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Au-
thority. A portion of these remarks could not be
verified because the tape was incomplete.

Joint Statement by President Clinton and Prime Minister Kjell Bondevik

November 1, 1999

We share concern about the growing problem
of trafficking in women for the purpose of plac-
ing them into slavery-like conditions. This is a
problem worldwide, although trafficking in
women within the OSCE area has come more
into focus recently. The need to address this
issue in the Nordic-Baltic region also arose as
one of the recommendations of the Reykjavik
conference on Women and Democracy. We at-
tach great importance to cooperation between
our two countries to focus on the need to com-
bat this problem.

It is important to focus on the economic and
social structures that give rise to prostitution

and sexual exploitation, and to find methods to
empower the women involved.

Norway is proposing to host a conference next
spring on trafficking in the OSCE area. The
aim would be to (1) develop national and inter-
national policies to combat trafficking and (2)
to design and put into practice joint action.

The issue should also be addressed at the
OSCE Summit in Istanbul. Norway, in its capac-
ity as OSCE Chairmanship, is actively consid-
ering the possibility of an event focusing on
trafficking on the margins of the Summit.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by King Harald V of Norway in Oslo

November 1, 1999

I must say, Your Majesty, that is a much
more elegant fanfare than I normally get before
I speak. [Laughter] Thank you for hosting me
and all of our American company here. To both
of you, we are honored to be in your presence.
And I am deeply honored to be the first sitting
American President to visit your wonderful
country.

The United States and Norway are allies and
friends. Our friendship is rooted, of course, in
our common shared interests and our common
shared values; also, a remarkable textured,
shared history. Vikings from these shores were
among the first Europeans to walk the shores

1946

of North America. Since July 4th, 1825, when
the first Norwegian ship sailed for the United
States, millions of Norwegians seeking freedom
and opportunity have, as His Majesty has noted,
contributed immensely to our society.

I think it’s worth noting a few of them, for
their descendants include many luminaries from
our past and present: national leaders from Con-
gressman  Sabo’s home State, like Walter
Mondale and Hubert Humphrey; great jurists
like the late Chief Justice Earl Warren; great
thinkers like Thorstein Veblen; giants of enter-
tainment like Jimmy Cagney; sports heroes like
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