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Nov. 1 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority in Oslo
November 1, 1999

EgyptAir Flight 990 Aircraft Tragedy
Q. Mr. President, is there anything new on

the crash, sir? Has the Pentagon radar or sat-
ellite imagery been able to yield any clues as
to what happened to EgyptAir 990?

President Clinton. Nothing that I’ve been
briefed on.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. Chairman, what would you like the

President to do to be helpful to your aspirations,
as you put it?

Chairman Arafat. Not to forget that first
agreement which had been started here in Oslo
had been signed under his supervision in the
White House. We cannot forget it.

NOTE: The exchange began at 5:52 p.m. in the
Gamlebyen Room at the SAS Radisson Hotel. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this exchange.

Statement on the Death of Walter Payton
November 1, 1999

We were saddened to hear of the death of
Walter Payton. In the long highlight reel of this
life cut short, Walter Payton will always be a
man in motion: breaking tackles, breaking
records, clearing every obstacle in his path.
From the first day he donned the uniform of
the Chicago Bears in 1975, until his retirement
13 years later, Walter Payton missed only one
game, and that was because the coach ordered
him to rest his ankle. He followed a long line
of great Bears running backs and became the
greatest of them all. The record books confirm
that. But individual triumphs would never mean
as much to Walter Payton as a victory he could
share with his teammates and with the fans who
endured, season after season, the icy winds of
Soldier Field. Walter Payton would not stop

running until his Bears were as great as the
Bears of old, until they had again won the Super
Bowl, which they did, in dramatic fashion, in
1985.

Walter Payton faced his illness with the same
grit and determination that he showed every
week on the football field. The people of Chi-
cago and all Americans who love the game of
football will miss him profoundly.

We would like to offer our condolences to
Walter’s wife, Connie, and to their two children,
Jarrett and Brittney. Our hearts are with them
today.

NOTE: This statement was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary as a statement by the Presi-
dent and the First Lady.

Remarks at a Memorial Ceremony for Yitzhak Rabin in Oslo
November 2, 1999

Your Majesties, Prime Minister and Mrs.
Bondevik, Mr. Mayor, President Ahtisaari,
Shimon Peres, Prime Minister Barak, Chairman
Arafat, Leah Rabin, ladies and gentlemen, today
we bear witness to the wisdom of the Psalm

which says, ‘‘the righteous shall be in everlasting
remembrance.’’ We honor a righteous man
whose memory is everlasting, because he de-
voted his life to the security of his country but
gave his life to the promise of peace.
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