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was, we could never unlock the mysteries of
the human gene unless we had this remarkable
revolution in computers, which can literally
allow us to map these microscopic things that
make up our body.

Here’s the point I want to make to all of
you here in Englewood—the most important
thing that was said all night long. This big pro-
fessor from Harvard who understands things
about the human gene structure that I couldn’t
even describe said something I’ll remember for
the rest of my life. He said all human beings,
genetically—all human beings—are 99.9 percent
the same. And then he said, if you took any
given racial or ethnic group—let’s say you took
100 people from west Africa and 100 Chinese
and 100 people from Mexico and 100 people
from India and 100 people from Ireland, the
genetic differences of the individuals within each
group would be significantly greater than the
genetic differences from group to group—that
is, between any group of Irish and group of
Chinese or group of Africans or group of Mexi-
cans. You remember that.

You’ve got to believe. Just look at this high
school. Look at the alumni of this high school.
This high school’s produced poets, Cabinet sec-
retaries, the first African-American astronaut;

Lorraine Hansberry, the playwright of the won-
derful play ‘‘A Raisin in the Sun.’’

Now—you’re going to hear from a young man
later who will do this better than me, but one
of the greatest lines in ‘‘A Raisin in the Sun’’—
you ought to go back and read it—is, a character
says, ‘‘All God’s children got wings.’’ That’s an-
other way of saying, genetically, we’re 99.9 per-
cent the same.

Do you believe that? Do you believe that
all God’s children got wings? Then you have
to believe that all God’s children can fly.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. in the
gymnasium at Englewood High School. In his re-
marks, he referred to Illinois State Treasurer Judy
Baar Topinka; Samuel Williams, principal, Engle-
wood High School; David Shryock, partner, SB
Partners LP; Jack Greenberg, chief executive offi-
cer, McDonald’s Corp.; civil rights leader Jesse
Jackson; Mayor Richard M. Daley of Chicago; Ed-
ward M. Liddy, chief executive officer, Allstate
Insurance Co.; Vinton G. Cerf, senior vice presi-
dent of Internet architecture and technology,
MCI WorldCom; and Eric Lander, director,
Whitehead Institute/MIT Center for Genome Re-
search.

Statement on Foreign Operations Appropriations Legislation
November 5, 1999

I am pleased that we have reached an agree-
ment with congressional leaders on a budget
that will permit America to advance its most
critical priorities around the world. This agree-
ment meets our commitments to the Middle
East peace process, funds our efforts to safe-
guard nuclear weapons and expertise in the
former Soviet Union, makes an initial investment

in debt relief for impoverished countries, includ-
ing in Africa and Latin America, and allows us
to do our part in bringing stability and democ-
racy to southeast Europe. I hope this marks
the start of a bipartisan effort to ensure that
America has not only the will but the resources
to lead.

Statement on Senate Ratification of the Child Labor Convention
November 5, 1999

I am pleased that the Senate has given its
consent to ratification of the Convention on the
Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labor.

In June I traveled to Geneva for the annual
meeting of the International Labor Organization
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(ILO), where the business, labor, and govern-
ment representatives to the ILO from countries
around the world unanimously adopted this his-
toric convention.

With this action, the Senate has declared on
behalf of the American people that we simply
will not tolerate the worst forms of child labor:
child slavery, the sale or trafficking of children,
child prostitution or pornography, forced or
compulsory child labor, and hazardous work that
harms the health, safety, and morals of children.
With this action, the United States continues
as world leader in the fight to eliminate exploita-
tive and abusive child labor. This also is another
important step forward in our continuing efforts
to put a human face on the global economy.

I am particularly gratified by the bipartisan
unanimity that carried this convention through

the Senate from introduction to final approval.
For this, I offer my sincere thanks to Senate
Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Jesse
Helms, Ranking Member Joe Biden, and espe-
cially Senator Tom Harkin, who has been Amer-
ica’s leading advocate for the world’s laboring
children. I also want to make note of the special
efforts of the U.S. representatives to the ILO:
John Sweeney of the AFL–CIO, Thomas Niles
of the United States Council for International
Business, and Labor Secretary Alexis Herman.
They worked as a superb team in negotiating
a convention that should be widely ratified
throughout the world. Such bipartisan support
and the coordinated efforts of labor, business,
and government are key to building a new con-
sensus on our approach to international eco-
nomic policy.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Disaster Assistance and Relocation
Funding for States Struck by Hurricane Floyd
November 5, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Leader:)
When Hurricane Floyd swept through the

Mid-Atlantic region, it left in its wake a wide
path of destruction and despair. Since that time,
my Administration has been working closely with
all of the affected States to ensure that Federal
disaster assistance programs are used to the
maximum extent possible to support residents
as they repair and rebuild their communities
and their lives.

An important element in this rebuilding proc-
ess will be mitigating against a repetition of such
widespread destruction. An unprecedented num-
ber of the homes destroyed—11,000 in North
Carolina alone—were in flood plains and there-
fore remain vulnerable to future floods. To ad-
dress this most pressing need, I am asking the
Congress to approve the use of $429 million
of the contingent disaster relief funds recently
appropriated to the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency to buy out many of these
homes and relocate them to safer, higher
ground.

During my visit to eastern North Carolina
after Hurricane Floyd, I was profoundly moved
by the resolve of the citizens of the region to
recover from this incredible devastation. To sup-

port the long-term efforts of people in every
affected community to reconstruct their homes,
businesses, and infrastructure, assistance from
the Federal Government must be responsive
and prompt. Federal disaster relief programs al-
ready have provided more than $600 million
to help individuals and communities recover
from the effect of Hurricane Floyd. Among
other things, Federal assistance has provided
temporary housing and shelter, disaster unem-
ployment benefits, debris removal, funds to re-
pair and reconstruct public infrastructure, and
loans to rebuild homes and businesses. My Ad-
ministration will continue to work with the
States and with the Congress to assess remaining
needs and provide further assistance.

The recent appropriation of $2.5 billion for
FEMA’s Disaster Relief Fund will allow those
working on the ground to continue to respond
quickly and effectively. I urge the Congress now
to provide both the funding that I have re-
quested for the Small Business Administration’s
disaster loan program, and the additional $500
million that I have requested, and for which
my Administration will provide budgetary off-
sets, to provide for the unmet needs of farmers
and ranchers. Together, these funds will ensure
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