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together.’’ That sentiment strikes close to the
heart of what it means to be an American, as
well as a South African. And it concisely summa-
rizes our goal today and for the future, advanc-
ing a partnership between two nations that will
always be different but are joined together by
a profound commitment to freedom and to our
common humanity.

We welcome you here, Mr. President, and
we look forward to working with you.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:18 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House, where President
Mbeki was accorded a formal welcome with full
military honors. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to President Mbeki’s wife, Zanele. The
President also referred to Public Law 106–200,
the Trade and Development Act of 2000. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of the President
Mbeki.

Exchange With Reporters Following the Welcoming Ceremony for
President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa
May 22, 2000

HIV/AIDS Pharmaceuticals

Q. President Mbeki, do you think your gov-
ernment could be doing more to distribute the
medicines for AIDS in South Africa?

President Mbeki. We are discussing that now
with the U.N. aides and the WHO. Our Health
Minister has just come back from Geneva. We
want to look at all of those things so that we
can move more effectively against AIDS.

Q. Is it true that you don’t consider AZT
necessarily a good drug in fighting it?

President Mbeki. I’ve never said that.
Q. How does that come about?
President Mbeki. Pure invention. Pure inven-

tion.
Q. So your position is what, now?
President Mbeki. I’ve never said that. No,

what was said with regard to the anti-retrovirus
is that we need to ensure that we are able
to cope with dispensing. Because the WHO says
when you dispense them, you’ve got to have
a strong enough medical infrastructure because
of the potential toxicities and counterindications.

You need to be able to supervise the patients
close. But no, no, no—so that’s why it’s in the
aftermath of the announcement that the phar-
maceuticals were reducing the prices. When we
sent our Health Minister to Geneva to talk with
the WHO—so that we see how to respond to
that. No, no, it said that there’s a lot of stuff
that’s been written which is not true.

Q. Mr. President, we were asking President
Mbeki if he could do more to distribute the

drugs that fight AIDS in South Africa. Do you
think he could do more?

President Clinton. Well, we’ve got to get them
to him. He’s got to be able to afford them.
And that’s what my Executive order was about.
And you’ve got these five big pharmaceutical
companies now who said they’re going to help,
and I think we’re—you know, in the next couple
of months, we’ll see if we really can get a break
for him. But I’m very encouraged by what those
pharmaceutical companies said.

And then, of course, if the Congress will pass
my tax proposal to give a big tax credit to them
to develop these vaccines, I think that will make
a big difference.

Q. So you think it’s a question of money and
not his belief in the drugs?

President Clinton. Yes, I think—there are
some drugs out there now; we need to get them
out there at affordable prices, and then we need
to develop the vaccines. And I think we’ll be
able to do it.

Permanent Normal Trade Relations With China
Q. How close are you on China?
President Clinton. Well, I’m hopeful. But

we’re making progress.

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:35 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
President Mbeki referred to Minister of Health
Manto Tshabalala-Msimang of South Africa; and
WHO, the World Health Organization. A tape was
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not available for verification of the content of this
exchange. The Executive order of May 10 on ac-
cess to HIV/AIDS pharmaceuticals and medical

technologies is listed in Appendix D of this
volume.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Chile-United States
Social Security Agreement With Documentation
May 22, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social

Security Act, as amended by the Social Security
Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95–216, 42
U.S.C. 433(e)(1)) (the ‘‘Act’’), I transmit here-
with the Agreement Between the United States
of America and the Republic of Chile on Social
Security, which consists of two separate
instruments: a principal agreement and an
administrative arrangement. The Agreement was
signed at Santiago on February 16, 2000.

The United States-Chilean Agreement is simi-
lar in objective to the social security agreements
already in force between the United States and
Austria, Belgium, Canada, Finland, France, Ger-
many, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. Such bi-
lateral agreements provide for limited coordina-
tion between the United States and foreign so-
cial security systems to eliminate dual social se-
curity coverage and taxation, and to help prevent
the loss of benefit protection that can occur
when workers divide their careers between two

countries. The United States-Chilean Agreement
contains all provisions mandated by section 233
and other provisions that I deem appropriate
to carry out the purposes of section 233, pursu-
ant to section 233(c)(4) of the Act.

I also transmit for the information of the Con-
gress a report prepared by the Social Security
Administration explaining the key points of the
Agreement, along with a paragraph-by-paragraph
explanation of the provisions of the principal
agreement and the related administrative ar-
rangement. Annexed to this report is the report
required by section 233(e)(1) of the Social Secu-
rity Act, a report on the effect of the Agreement
on income and expenditures of the U.S. Social
Security program and the number of individuals
affected by the Agreement. The Department of
State and the Social Security Administration
have recommended the Agreement and related
documents to me.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 22, 2000.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the South Korea-United States
Social Security Agreement With Documentation
May 22, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social

Security Act, as amended by the Social Security
Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95–216, 42
U.S.C. 433(e)(1)) (the ‘‘Act’’), I transmit here-
with the Agreement Between the United States
of America and the Republic of Korea on Social
Security, which consists of two separate instru-
ments: a principal agreement and an administra-

tive arrangement. The Agreement was signed
at Washington on March 13, 2000.

The United States-Korean Agreement is simi-
lar in objective to the social security agreements
already in force with Austria, Belgium, Canada,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland,
Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway,
Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the
United Kingdom. Such bilateral agreements pro-
vide for limited coordination between the
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