
1008

May 23 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

benefits of this bill. I think we’ve got a good
chance to succeed if we can move this bill
quickly.

In closing, I would—there are so many of
you here who have worked on this for so many
years. And I don’t want to get into—I’ll never
finish calling you all. But I do want to thank,
in his absence, Secretary Cuomo and my long-
time friend Alvin Brown here, who have oper-
ated the empowerment zone program under the
Vice President’s leadership. They’ve done a great
job, and I thank all of you.

I just want to make two points in closing.
We actually believe—we may be wrong, but we
actually believe that we can bring the benefits
of free enterprise to poor people. And I think
there’s a lot of evidence.

The other point I’d like to make is, I want
to emphasize something the Speaker said be-
cause I thought it was so important. We revel
in our mobility, you know, and the average
American probably moves 5 times in a lifetime.
Nearly 20 percent of our people move every
year. But the people that will really benefit from
this are the people that cherish their roots, peo-
ple that don’t want to leave the Delta or Appa-

lachia or the city neighborhoods from Anacostia
to Brooklyn to Englewood to wherever, where
they grew up; the Native Americans who want
to go to college and go back home, even if
it’s to Shiprock, New Mexico, a long way from
any urban center. And a lot of these people
live in communities that still don’t even have
water or sewers or telephones. But if you be-
lieve intelligence and effort are equally distrib-
uted in this old world—and I do—we owe it
to them.

And I agree with what Mr. Talent said. I
think what we’ve done is a privilege for us.
We’re just doing what we ought to do. Now
we’ve got to go out and finish the job.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:57 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Mayor Wellington E. Webb
of Denver, CO; Mayor Bill Campbell of Atlanta,
GA; Rev. Jesse Jackson, civil rights activist; Presi-
dent Chen Shui-bian of Taiwan; and Hong Kong
Democratic Party Chair Martin Lee. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of Speaker Hastert.

Statement on Steps To Enhance the Safety of Clinical Trials
May 23, 2000

This is a moment of remarkable promise for
our country. Not only are we in the midst of
the longest economic expansion ever, but thanks
to the brilliant, persistent work of scientists all
over the world, we are also in the midst of
a remarkable revolution that is allowing us to
live longer, healthier lives.

In December I asked the Department of
Health and Human Services to develop a plan
to ensure that mandatory safeguards for individ-
uals participating in clinical trials are upheld.
Public uncertainty about the safety of clinical
trials could discourage participation in these crit-
ical studies and undermine the critical progress
science has made towards developing new meth-
ods to detect, treat, and prevent diseases once
thought to be deadly.

To that end, I am pleased to announce that
the Department is taking new steps to enhance
the safety of clinical trials. These include: new

actions designed to ensure that individuals are
adequately informed about the potential risks
and benefits of participating in research; new
training requirements to ensure that researchers
are familiar with ethical issues related to human
subject research; and steps designed to address
the potential financial conflicts of interest faced
by researchers. We are also sending the Con-
gress a new legislative proposal to authorize civil
monetary penalties for researchers and institu-
tions found to be in violation of regulations gov-
erning human clinical trials.

We are on the brink of discoveries that are
astonishing in their complexity and implications
for human life in the decades ahead. But as
committed as we are to further progress, we
must be as committed to ensuring that we enter
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this new age of discovery in a manner that pro-
tects the safety of those making these new dis-

coveries possible. These new actions are a crit-
ical first step towards meeting that goal.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Bahrain-United States
Investment Treaty With Documentation
May 23, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the State of Bahrain Concerning the
Encouragement and Reciprocal Protection of In-
vestment, with Annex, signed at Washington on
September 29, 1999. I transmit also, for the
information of the Senate, the report of the
Department of State with respect to this Treaty.

The bilateral investment treaty (BIT) with
Bahrain is the third such treaty between the
United States and a Middle Eastern country.
The Treaty will protect U.S. investment and as-
sist Bahrain in its efforts to develop its economy
by creating conditions more favorable for U.S.
private investment and thus strengthen the de-
velopment of its private sector.

The Treaty is fully consistent with U.S. policy
toward international and domestic investment.
A specific tenet of U.S. policy, reflected in this

Treaty, is that U.S. investment abroad and for-
eign investment in the United States should re-
ceive national treatment. Under this Treaty, the
Parties also agree to customary international law
standards for expropriation. The Treaty includes
detailed provisions regarding the computation
and payment of prompt, adequate, and effective
compensation for expropriation; free transfer of
funds related to investments; freedom of invest-
ments from specified performance requirements;
fair, equitable, and most-favored-nation treat-
ment; and the investor’s freedom to choose to
resolve disputes with the host government
through international arbitration.

I recommend that the Senate consider this
Treaty as soon as possible, and give its advice
and consent to ratification of the Treaty at an
early date.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 23, 2000.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Bolivia-United States
Investment Treaty With Documentation
May 23, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Bolivia Concerning the
Encouragement and Reciprocal Protection of In-
vestment, with Annex and Protocol, signed at
Santiago, Chile, on April 17, 1998, during the
Second Presidential Summit of the Americas.
I transmit also, for the information of the Sen-
ate, the report of the Department of State with
respect to this Treaty.

The bilateral investment treaty (BIT) with Bo-
livia is the sixth such treaty between the United
States and a Central or South American country.
The Treaty will protect U.S. investment and as-
sist Bolivia in its efforts to develop its economy
by creating conditions more favorable for U.S.
private investment and thus strengthen the de-
velopment of its private sector.

The Treaty is fully consistent with U.S. policy
toward international and domestic investment.
A specific tenet of U.S. policy, reflected in this
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