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Studies, the chair of my Advisory Commission
on Asian American and Pacific Islanders, and
my friend, Norm Mineta.

Norm, come up.

[At this point, Mr. Mineta and Daphne Kwok,
chair, National Council for Asian Pacific Island-
ers, made brief remarks. Ms. Kwok then pre-
sented the President with an award.]

The President. Thank you. I want to thank
again the Members of Congress for coming, give
them a chance to make their exit. We’re ad-
journed. Let’s just stand up and have a good
time.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Jin Sook Lee, secretary, and Karen
Narasaki, treasurer, National Council for Asian
Pacific Islanders; Special Assistant to the Presi-
dent and Presidential Speechwriter Samir (Sam)
Afridi; and Albert Wong, husband of judicial
nominee Dolly M. Gee. Executive Order 13125
of June 7, 1999, on increasing participation of
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in Federal
programs was published in the Federal Register
at 64 FR 31105. The Asian/Pacific American Her-
itage Month proclamation of April 29 is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks at a Memorial Service for Casey Shearer in Providence,
Rhode Island
May 25, 2000

The President. Derek, Ruth, Anthony, Julia,
Marva, Allyson, all of the family and friends,
I want you to know why we’re here today. Over
30 years ago, I lived with Casey’s Uncle Strobe,
and through him I met Casey’s Aunt Brooke.
And they were in love, and so I then had to
meet Derek and Cody and Marva and Skip.
And then I introduced them to Hillary. And
then Derek introduced all of us to Ruth. And
the rest is history.

What I want to say to all of you is, when
we were young, we were to each other what
Casey has been to you. And I think I can say
for all of us, listening to you today has been
overwhelming and wonderful. And all I can
hope is that you will hold on to it for the rest
of your lives.

But we have a few memories, too.

[At this point, the First Lady made brief re-
marks.]

The President. His classmates might be inter-
ested to know that when I ran for President
first in 1992, Casey actually tried to tutor me
in rap music. [Laughter] You know, I would
do this whole shtick. I played on Arsenio Hall’s
show, and I was trying to show that I was in
tune with younger voters. I knew nothing about
rap music. [Laughter] I knew nothing about the
music of the eighties. I went to work and missed

it all. Casey was horrified that I was going to
embarrass myself on national television and blow
the election. [Laughter]

I also remember, after we went to the White
House, Casey and his family, we went to a Balti-
more Orioles game together. And I actually
thought I knew something about baseball until
he offered the play-by-play. [Laughter] So I re-
member that.

[The First Lady made brief remarks.]

The President. Now, I come here today and
find out that he gave a great gift to our Embassy
in Italy with that—[laughter]. You know, even
though I just have a few months left to serve,
I still have some measure of influence, and I
think I’ll have a plaque put up at that pool.
[Laughter]

Let me say to all of you just one last thing.
Growing older has its joys. But one of the great
burdens is the pain and mystery of losing chil-
dren—the ones you know and the ones you
don’t. And I don’t know any more about it today
than I did when I was your age, but I know
a little more about life. It’s such a short time—
21 years, 22.

But a few days ago, I went to Chicago to
an event, and after it was over I went with
my friends there to the Field Museum, where
Hillary spent a lot of time as a kid. Now, at
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the Field Museum now, they have this 67-mil-
lion-year-old Tyrannosaurus rex named Sue,
after the woman who found her on a South
Dakota farm. I liked old Sue. And I thought
to myself, we’re all just passing through. I mean,
she was here 67 million years ago.

And what I would like to say to you is that,
whether you live for 20 years or 50 or 80 or
100, it doesn’t take long to live a life. And
Mr. Wordsworth was right, the last best portions
of it are the little unremembered acts of kind-
ness and love. Casey Shearer had a great life.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. in Sayles
Hall at Brown University. In his remarks, he re-

ferred to the following members of Casey Shear-
er’s family: his uncle, Deputy Secretary of State
Strobe Talbott; his aunt, Brooke Shearer, former
director, White House Fellowships; his father,
former U.S. Ambassador to Finland Derek N.
Shearer; his stepbrother, Anthony Shearer, and
his stepsister, Julia; his mother, Ruth Y. Goldway;
his grandparents, Lloyd (Skip) and Marva Shearer;
and his uncle, journalist Cody Shearer. The Presi-
dent also referred to Casey’s girlfriend, Allyson
Grant; and Susan Hendrickson, volunteer, Black
Hills Institute of Geological Research. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of the First Lady.

Statement on the Memorial Day National Moment of Remembrance
May 25, 2000

I am very pleased by the House and Senate’s
joint action to offer formal support to the Me-
morial Day National Moment of Remembrance.
The recently passed House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 302 and Senate Concurrent Resolution 100
have established the National Moment of Re-
membrance as an important part of this year’s
program to honor those Americans who died
while defending our Nation and its values. Ear-
lier this month I directed all executive depart-
ments and agencies to recognize and promote
a National Moment of Remembrance on Memo-
rial Day.

The National Moment of Remembrance asks
each American to pause for one minute at 3
p.m. local time on Monday, May 29th to reflect

and remember the sacrifices made by our fallen
heroes. This simple, brief reflection asks little
compared with what we have asked of our serv-
icemen and women. With our united, solemn
action, we honor and pay tribute to our Nation’s
heroes.

I wish to commend and thank Congressmen
Dana Rohrabacher and John Murtha and Sen-
ators Chuck Hagel and Bob Kerrey for cospon-
soring these concurrent resolutions. Their lead-
ership and initiative are visible examples of how
we as Americans can work in unison to honor
our cherished history. I ask all Americans to
join with Congress in pausing to observe this
National Moment of Remembrance.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro),
the Bosnian Serbs, and Kosovo
May 25, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-

tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice
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