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1. Define objectives and priorities to guide
ocean exploration, including the identifica-
tion of key sites of scientific, historic, and
cultural importance;

2. Recommend ways of creating new partner-
ships to draw on the tools and talents of
educational, research, private-sector, and
government organizations, including op-
portunities for Federal agencies to provide
in-kind support for private ocean explo-
ration initiatives;

3. Examine the potential for new tech-
nologies—including manned and un-
manned vehicles and undersea platforms—
to observe and explore the oceans from
surface to seafloor and recommend ways
to explore the oceans remotely using new
observatories and sensors and other inno-
vative uses of technology; and

4. Recommend mechanisms to ensure that
information about newly explored areas
warranting additional protection is referred

to the newly established Marine Protected
Area Center, and that newly discovered
organisms or other resources with medic-
inal or commercial potential are identified
for possible research and development.

In the early years of the 19th century, Presi-
dent Thomas Jefferson commissioned Captain
Meriwether Lewis to explore the American
West. What followed was the most important
exploration in this country’s history. As America
prepares to celebrate the 200th anniversary of
the Lewis and Clark Expedition, we have an
opportunity to set our sights on a much broader
horizon. The time has come to take exploration
farther west, and east, and south, to our sub-
merged continents. In so doing, we can chal-
lenge and rekindle American’s spirit of explo-
ration, open up a whole new underwater world
of possibilities, and help preserve our extraor-
dinary marine heritage for future generations.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Statement on the Death of Frank Patterson
June 12, 2000

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of the
death of one of Ireland’s greatest ambassadors
of music, Frank Patterson. A world-class tenor,
Frank brought the joy of classical and popular
music as well as Irish culture into the hearts

of millions around the world. Hillary and I will
never forget hearing him perform at the White
House. On behalf of the American people, we
offer our sympathies to his family and friends
and to the people of Ireland.

Statement on the German Negotiations To Compensate Victims of Nazi
Slave and Forced Labor
June 12, 2000

I am very pleased that a major hurdle to
agreement on the historic German initiative
dealing with wrongs arising from World War
II has now been overcome. I am pleased to
announce that there is now agreement on the
mechanism for providing enduring and all-en-
compassing legal peace for German companies.
This is an important day for those victims of
Nazi-era wrongs who have waited 50 years for
justice. It is also an important day for Chancellor
Schroeder and German companies. They have

shown remarkable leadership in trying to rectify
the wrongs committed during the Nazi era.

I hope the German Parliament, whose leaders
have been involved in these negotiations, will
be able to complete their work on legislation
expeditiously so that payments to the victims
can begin this year.

German-American relations are based on our
common commitment to human dignity coming
from a shared history of democracy for over
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