AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

June 20 / Administration of William |. Clinton, 2000

because of race, color, religion, national origin,
gender, sexual orientation, or disability—they
hurt more. These crimes affect entire commu-
nities and strike at the heart of our American
system of values. This important legislation
sends a message that everyone is protected
under the law.

This legislation also recognizes that State and
local law enforcement still have primary respon-
sibility for investigating and prosecuting hate
crimes. It provides much needed assistance for
State and local law enforcement agencies. It pro-
vides financial assistance through grants and

help with investigations and prosecutions so that
Federal, State, and local law enforcement can
work together to ensure that perpetrators of
hate crimes are brought to justice. In addition,
the legislation ensures that Federal law enforce-
ment officers confer with State and local law
enforcement before bringing a case in Federal
court.

Today a majority of the Senate has spoken.
We must all work together to ensure that this
amendment is not removed during conference.
I urge all Members of Congress to send me
this legislation to sign into law.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Tobacco Litigation

Legislation
June 20, 2000

I am very pleased that the House of Rep-
resentatives reversed its position in favor of to-
bacco companies and today passed an amend-
ment to advance public health by siding with
American veterans and taxpayers.

The House decision today to reconsider its
support of tobacco companies clears the path
for the Veterans Administration to help support
tobacco litigation, which could mean billions of
dollars to improve veterans medical care. I ap-
plaud the perseverance of a bipartisan group,
led by Representative Henry Waxman, Rep-
resentative Lane Evans, Representative [im
Hansen, Representative Martin Meehan, Rep-

resentative Debbie Stabenow, Representative
David Obey, and Representative Lloyd Doggett,
whose efforts in past days have resulted in this
significant victory.

In the coming days and weeks, there will be
other attempts by Congress to block the Federal
Government’s tobacco litigation with riders sup-
ported by tobacco companies. This bipartisan
victory should be a model for Congress. The
legal responsibility of the tobacco companies
should be decided in the courts by the judicial
process. I call upon Congress to reject the inter-
ests of big tobacco and permit justice to run
its course.

Statement on European Security and Defense Policy

June 20, 2000

I welcome the progress the European Union
made at the Feira Summit to develop a common
European security and defense policy. It will
strengthen Europe’s ability—and responsibility—
to act in times of crisis. It will improve coopera-
tion between the European Union and NATO.
It will advance European unity while maintain-
ing the vitality of the transatlantic alliance. I
look forward to early implementation of the
agreed steps, including the establishment of

1194

NATO-EU working groups and regular meet-
ings with non-EU allies.

I also welcome the EU’s commitment to cre-
ate a standing roster of police officers who can
be deployed to support peacekeeping missions.
As we have seen in Bosnia and Kosovo, there
is a critical need for international civilian police
who can fill the gap between local police and
military peacekeepers in countries emerging
from conflict. We will continue to work with
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