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Europe to ensure such forces can deploy rapidly
when they are needed.

Statement on the Death of Former Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita of

Japan
June 20, 2000

I was saddened to learn of the death of
former Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita and
wish to extend my condolences to his wife,
Naoko, his daughters, and the Japanese people.

Mr. Takeshita was a strong supporter of close
U.S.-Japan relations and a good friend of the
United States.

Remarks at the State Dinner Honoring King Mohamed VI of Morocco

June 20, 2000

Ladies and gentlemen, Your Majesty, mem-
bers of the Moroccan delegation, welcome all
of you to the White House this evening. No
foreign guest is more deserving of a warm wel-
come here than King Mohamed.

Your Majesty, as I said this morning, it is
well known that when the 13 separate States
of America declared themselves the United
States, your ancestor, Sultan Sidi Mohamed, was
the very first sovereign to recognize our new
Nation.

The greatest heroes of our early history were
the strongest proponents of friendship with Mo-
rocco. The treaty of friendship between our Na-
tions was urged on Congress by Benjamin
Franklin, drafted by Thomas Jefferson, signed
by John Adams, and affirmed by George Wash-
ington in a letter to the Sultan. Our treaty of
friendship is the oldest American treaty of its
kind still enforced today.

In the two centuries since it was first signed,
we have seen much to admire and be grateful
for in our friendship. As the Arab nation which
lies closest to the West, you have been a bridge
across cultures. You have a proud tradition of
independence, known the world over for your
generosity and hospitality. The oldest property
owned by America on foreign soil is one of
the most beautiful buildings in Tangier, a gift
to our country from yours.

Your Majesty, Hillary and Chelsea have visited
your country three times now. They have been

charmed again and again by the special char-
acter of Morocco, the warmth and hospitality
of your people, the beauty of the mountains
and the Madinahs, and especially your gen-
erosity of spirit.

For centuries, your land has been a model
of religious tolerance. When she was there, Hil-
lary asked people throughout your country,
“Where did you learn this tolerance?” And over
and over again they said, “We learned it from
our parents.” In Morocco, Your Majesty, that
appears to be especially true of kings.

During World War II, your wise and coura-
geous grandfather blocked efforts of the Vichy
government to identify and label Moroccan
Jews. Decades later, your father bravely opened
a dialog with Israel, paved the way for the Camp
David accords, and proved it is possible to be
commander of the faithful and a bridge between
faiths.

I was honored and humbled to represent the
United States in Rabat last year to show our
respect and affection for your father. I will never
forget setting forth on foot from the Royal Pal-
ace to the mausoleum and seeing hundreds of
thousands, indeed, millions of mourners on roof-
tops and treetops and along the side streets,
surging toward the cortege, expressing their
deep devotion to him.

I am pleased to tell you tonight that we are
establishing, in honor of your father, the King
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Hassan II Memorial Scholarship Program to en-
able students from Morocco to study here in
America and to study subjects close to the
King’s heart, international affairs and conflict
resolution.

The people of Morocco also have immense
devotion to you, Your Majesty. You have empha-
sized the need to improve schools for children
and create jobs for their parents. You have
moved to heal old wounds, promote political
freedoms, protect human rights, and reach out
to your people.

You have shown the courage and vision to
elevate Morocco as a model of openness, pros-
perity, and inclusion. This is vital, not only for
Morocco but also for people far beyond your
borders. Friends of peace and tolerance are
needed now, perhaps more than ever, as we

approach the moment of truth in the Middle
East peace process.

Your Majesty, America is eager to continue
and to deepen our two-century-old friendship.
We are eager to work with you toward a world
of greater hope and understanding across cul-
tures and continents. In that spirit, we welcome
you again to the land shown such favor by your
forefathers.

Welcome to America. Thank you for your
friendship, and may it last forever.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:24 p.m. in a pavil-
ion on the South Lawn at the White House. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of King
Mohamed VI.

Remarks on Presenting the Congressional Medal of Honor to Asian-

American Heroes of World War 11
June 21, 2000

Chaplain Hicks; distinguished Members of the
Senate and the House who are here in large
numbers; Secretary and Mrs. Cohen; Secretary
and Mrs. West; Secretary Shalala; other mem-
bers of the administration who are here, I thank
all of you for being here on this profoundly
important day.

In early 1945 a young Japanese-American of
the 442d Regimental Combat Team lay dead
on a hill in southern France—the casualty of
fierce fighting with the Germans. A chaplain
went up to pray over him, to bless him, to
bring him back down. As the chaplain later said,
“I found a letter in his pocket. The soldier had
just learned that some vandals in California had
burned down his father’s home and barn in the
name of patriotism. And yet, this young man
had volunteered for every patrol he could go
on.

In a few moments I will ask the military aides
to read individual citations detailing the extraor-
dinary bravery of 22 Asian-American soldiers—
some still with us, some to be represented by
family members. We recognize them today with
our Nation’s highest military honor, the Medal
of Honor. They risked their lives, above and
beyond the call of duty. And in so doing, they
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did more than defend America. In the face of
painful prejudice, they helped to define America
at its best.

We have many distinguished Americans here
today: Members of the Senate and House, in-
cluding at least one Medal of Honor winner,
Senator Kerrey; we have former Senators and
House Members here. But there is one person
I would like to introduce and ask to stand be-
cause, in a profound and fundamental way, he
stands on the shoulders of these whom we honor
today, and all those who have worked for 50
years to set the record straight. Ladies and gen-
tlemen, I would like to recognize the Chief of
Staff of the United States Army, General Eric
Shinseki.

Immediately following Pearl Harbor, Japa-
nese-Americans in the United States military
were forced to surrender their weapons. Na-
tional Guardsmen were dismissed; volunteers
were rejected; draft-age youth were classified
as, quote, “enemy aliens.” Executive Order 9066
authorized military commanders to force more
than 100,000 Japanese-Americans from their
homes and farms and businesses onto trains and
buses and into camps, where they were placed
behind barbed wire in tar-paper barracks, in
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