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you?’’ She said, ‘‘You’re talking to me about
money?’’ [Laughter] She laughed at me. She
said, ‘‘You, who have never cared if we had
a nickel in the bank’’—[inaudible]—and we
laughed about it, you know, and we admitted
that in the end we were kind of public service
junkies. It’s what we care about. [Laughter]

And for 30 years she’s worked for me and
worked on the side. The whole time we were
in Arkansas, she gave away lots of potential in-
come every year just to do public service, be-
cause it’s what she wanted to do. And I can
just tell you that in a lot of ways she’s better
than I am on a lot of this stuff, and she knows
things I don’t know. And she will be absolutely
unbelievable.

I know there are still some people in New
York who say, ‘‘Well, why is she doing this,
and why are they coming to New York, and
why is she running for the Senate?’’ It’s not
very complicated. She would prefer to do that
than go out and get real rich. I mean, that’s
basically—she would prefer to do this work than
even be a wonderful commentator and talk
about it. Arguably, in the modern world, people
who have access to communications can influ-
ence more people because they can just talk
to a lot of people and convince them to go
change their behavior. Not her, man. She thinks
she’s supposed to show up for the job, do it
in the old-fashioned way—bam, bam, bam.
That’s what she believes.

All I can tell you is, I’ve been around a lot
of people, and I’ve never seen anybody that
I thought had the gift for public service that
she does. And so what she’s got to do is work
like crazy and just keep meeting people in New
York and basically chip away at the people who
are still questioning, ‘‘Well, why is she doing
this?’’ And at some point between now and elec-
tion day, a critical mass of people will have
been reached, and they will be talking to other
people, who will be talking to other people,
who will be talking to other people.

Did you read that little book, ‘‘The Tipping
Point’’? Have you all read that, how little things
make big changes? At some point, we’ll reach
the tipping point in this whole issue, and it
will vanish, and I think she’ll be elected. But
she can only do it if we can get our message
out, which is why it’s so important.

So, anyway, that’s my pitch. You’ve got a good
Senator. You’ve got a good Presidential can-
didate. It’s a big election. There are big dif-
ferences, and I do want you to know what they
are.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
Wayne LaPierre, executive vice president, Na-
tional Rifle Association; Representative Rick
Lazio; and Gov. George W. Bush of Texas.

Message to the Congress on the National Emergency With Respect to the
Russian Federation
June 21, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 204(b) of the International

Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50
U.S.C. 1703(b) and section 301 of the National
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1631, I hereby re-
port that I have exercised my authority to de-
clare a national emergency to deal with the
threat posed to the United States by the risk
of nuclear proliferation created by the accumula-
tion in the Russian Federation of a large volume
of weapons-usable fissile material. The United
States and the Russian Federation have entered
into a series of agreements that provide for the

conversion of highly enriched uranium (HEU)
extracted from Russian nuclear weapons into low
enriched uranium (LEU) for use in commercial
nuclear reactors. The Russian Federation re-
cently suspended its performance under these
agreements because of concerns that payments
due to it under these agreements may be subject
to attachment, garnishment, or other judicial
process, in the United States. Accordingly, I
have issued an Executive Order to address the
unusual and extraordinary risk of nuclear pro-
liferation created by this situation.
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A major national security goal of the United
States is to ensure that fissile material removed
from Russian nuclear weapons pursuant to var-
ious arms control and disarmament agreements
is dedicated to peaceful uses, subject to trans-
parency measures, and protected from diversion
to activities of proliferation concern. The United
States and the Russian Federation entered into
an international agreement in February 1993 to
deal with these issues as they relate to the dis-
position of HEU extracted from Russian nuclear
weapons (the ‘‘HEU Agreement’’). Under the
HEU Agreement, 500 metric tons of HEU will
be converted to LEU over a 20-year period.
This is the equivalent of 20,000 nuclear war-
heads.

Additional agreements were put in place to
effectuate the HEU Agreement, including
agreements and contracts on transparency, on
the appointment of executive agents to assist
in implementing the agreements, and on the
disposition of LEU delivered to the United
States (collectively, the ‘‘HEU Agreements’’).
Under the HEU Agreements, the Russian Fed-
eration extracts HEU metal from nuclear weap-
ons. That HEU is oxidized and blended down
to LEU in the Russian Federation. The resulting
LEU is shipped to the United States for fabrica-
tion into fuel for commercial reactors. The
United States monitors this conversion process
through the Department of Energy’s Warhead
and Fissile Material Transparency Program.

The HEU Agreements provide for the Rus-
sian Federation to receive money and uranium
hexafluoride in payment for each shipment of
LEU converted from the Russian nuclear weap-
ons. The money and uranium hexafluoride are
transferred to the Russian Federation executive
agent in the United States.

The Russian Federation recently suspended
its performance under the HEU Agreements be-
cause of concerns over possible attachment, gar-
nishment, or other judicial process with respect
to the payments due to it as a result of litigation
currently pending against the Russian Federa-
tion. In response to this concern, the Minister
of Atomic Energy of the Russian Federation,
Minister Adamov, notified Secretary Richardson
on May 5, 2000, of the decision of the Russian
Federation to halt shipment of LEU pending
resolution of this problem. This suspension pre-
sents an unusual and extraordinary threat to U.S.
national security goals due to the risk of nuclear
proliferation caused by the accumulation of

weapons-usable fissile material in the Russian
Federation.

The executive branch and the Congress have
previously recognized and continue to recognize
the threat posed to the United States national
security from the risk of nuclear proliferation
created by the accumulation of weapons-usable
fissile material in the Russian Federation. This
threat is the basis for significant programs aimed
at Cooperative Threat Reduction and at control-
ling excess fissile material. The HEU Agree-
ments are essential tools to accomplish these
overall national security goals. Congress dem-
onstrated support for these agreements when
it authorized the purchase of Russian uranium
in 1998, Public Law 105–277, and also enacted
legislation to enable Russian uranium to be sold
in this country pursuant to the USEC Privatiza-
tion Act, 42 U.S.C. 2297h-10.

Payments made to the Russian Federation
pursuant to the HEU Agreements are integral
to the operation of this key national security
program. Uncertainty surrounding litigation in-
volving these payments could lead to a long-
term suspension of the HEU Agreements, which
creates the risk of nuclear proliferation. This
is an unacceptable threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States.

Accordingly, I have concluded that all prop-
erty and interests in property of the government
of the Russian Federation directly related to
the implementation of the HEU Agreements
should be protected from the threat of attach-
ment, garnishment, or other judicial process. I
have, therefore, exercised my authority and
issued an Executive Order that provides:

• except to the extent provided in regula-
tions, orders, directives, or licenses that
may be issued pursuant to the order, all
property and interests in property of the
Government of the Russian Federation di-
rectly related to the implementation of the
HEU Agreements that are in the United
States, that hereafter come within the
United States, or hereafter come within the
possession or control of United States per-
sons, including their overseas branches, are
blocked and may not be transferred, paid,
exported, withdrawn, or otherwise dealt in;

• unless licensed or authorized pursuant to
the order, any attachment, judgment, de-
cree, lien, execution, garnishment, or other
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judicial process is null and void with re-
spect to any property or interest in prop-
erty blocked pursuant to the order; and

• that all heads of departments and agencies
of the United States Government shall con-
tinue to take all appropriate measures with-
in their authority to further the full imple-
mentation of the HEU Agreements.

The effect of this Executive Order is limited
to property that is directly related to the imple-
mentation of the HEU Agreements. Such prop-
erty will be clearly defined by the regulations,
orders, directives, or licenses that will be issued
pursuant to this Executive Order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Order
I have issued. The order is effective at 12:01
a.m. eastern daylight time on June 22, 2000.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

June 21, 2000.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 22. The Executive
order of June 21 is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to Iran
June 21, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the National

Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers Act
(IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith
a 6-month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran that was declared

in Executive Order 12170 of November 14,
1979.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
June 21, 2000.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 22.

Remarks on Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit and Tobacco Litigation
Legislation and an Exchange With Reporters
June 22, 2000

The President. Good morning. Before I leave,
I would like to make a couple of comments
about two questions now before Congress: first,
whether to provide a voluntary prescription drug
benefit to Medicare beneficiaries; and second,
whether to hold tobacco companies, not tax-
payers, accountable for the costs of tobacco.

Both issues require a bipartisan response.
Both are important to the health of our people.
Both require Congress look for the public inter-
est, not the special interest. That’s especially
true when it comes to our seniors and their
need for affordable, dependable prescription
drug coverage. I have proposed that all our sen-

iors have that option through Medicare, wher-
ever they live, however sick they may be.

Now, Republicans in Congress say they, too,
want a prescription drug benefit. They’ve even
hired pollsters, according to your reports, to
teach them all kinds of new words to convince
the American people they are in favor of it.
But the latest plan doesn’t measure up to the
rhetoric.

Last night, in a completely party-line vote,
the House Ways and Means Committee ap-
proved a private insurance benefit that many
seniors and many people with disabilities simply
will not be able to afford. It’s a benefit for
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