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We have people here today from the Indian
subcontinent, perhaps the most dangerous place
in the world today because of the tensions over
Kashmir and the possession of nuclear weapons.
And yet, when people from the Indian subconti-
nent come to America, they do better than near-
ly anybody because of their family values, their
work ethics, and their remarkable capacity, in-
nate capacity, for absorbing all the lessons of
modern science and technology.

In Bosnia and Kosovo, Christians thought they
were being patriotic to cleanse their lands of
Muslims. In other places, Islamic terrorists claim
their faith commands them to kill infidels,
though the Koran teaches that God created na-
tions and tribes that we might know one an-
other, not that we might despise one another.

Here at home, we still see Asians, blacks,
gays, even in one instance last year, children
at a Jewish school, subject to attacks just be-
cause of who they are. And here in Washington,
we are not blameless, for we often, too, forget
in the heat of political battle our common hu-
manity. We slip from honest difference, which
is healthy, into dishonest demonization. We ig-
nore, when we’re all hyped and in a fight, all
those Biblical admonitions we profess to believe:
that ‘‘we all see through a glass darkly’’; that,
with Saint Paul, we all do what we would not,
and we do not do what we would; that ‘‘faith,
hope, and charity abide, but the greatest of
these is charity’’; that God says to all of us,
not just some, ‘‘I have redeemed you. I have

called you by your name. You are Mine,’’ all
of you.

Once Abraham Lincoln responded to some
friends of his who were complaining really bit-
terly about politicians who would not support
him. And he said to them, and I quote, ‘‘You
have more of a feeling of personal resentment
than I have. Perhaps I have too little of it.
But I never thought it paid.’’ Well, we know
it doesn’t pay. And the truth is, we’re all here
today because, in God’s timetable, we’re all just
like Senator Mack and me. We’re all term-lim-
ited.

In my lifetime, our Nation has never had the
chance we now have to build the future of our
dreams for our children, to be good neighbors
to the rest of the world, to live out the admoni-
tion of all our faiths. To do it, we will have
to first conquer our own demons and embrace
our common humanity with humility and grati-
tude.

I leave you with the words of a great prayer
by Chief Seattle. ‘‘This we know: All things are
connected. We did not weave the web of life.
We are merely a strand in it. And whatever
we do to the web, we do to ourselves.’’

May God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:05 a.m. in the
International Ballroom at the Hilton Washington
Towers. In his remarks, he referred to Judge Rich-
ard S. Arnold, U.S. Court of Appeals, Eighth Cir-
cuit, Little Rock, AR.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Alan Greenspan as Chairman of the
Federal Reserve Board
February 3, 2000

I am pleased that the Senate has confirmed
the nomination of Alan Greenspan for another
term as Chairman of the Federal Reserve Board.
Chairman Greenspan’s wise and steady leader-
ship has inspired confidence here in America
and around the world. He has made a truly
remarkable contribution in helping lead our Na-
tion to the longest economic expansion in his-

tory. I look forward to continuing the productive
and appropriate relationship that my administra-
tion has enjoyed with Chairman Greenspan and
the other excellent members of the Federal Re-
serve Board in working to extend this era of
American prosperity. I am hopeful that the Sen-
ate will move quickly to confirm the other two
nominees to the Federal Reserve Board as well.
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