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children’s teachers or take them to the doctor.
And I asked Congress to extend the benefits
of the law to employees of smaller companies,
so that we can reach another 10 million Amer-
ican families. I want to thank Senator Dodd,
who is here with me today, and Senator
Kennedy and Representatives Clay, Woolsey,
and Maloney for their tireless work on behalf
of these proposals. With their leadership, I be-
lieve we will succeed in expanding family and
medical leave this year.

I’ve often wondered how my own mother,
when she was a young widow, would have been
able to go away to train as a nurse if my grand-
parents hadn’t been there to take care of me.
My mother and I were lucky. So were many

other American families. But none of our fami-
lies should have to rely on luck alone, and no
American should ever have to choose between
the job they need and the parent or child they
love. If we use this moment wisely, we can
help to ensure that they’ll never have to make
that choice again.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:52 p.m. on
February 11 in the Oval Office at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on February
12. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 11 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.

Statement on the Death of Charles M. Schulz, Jr.
February 13, 2000

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to learn
of the death of Charles M. Schulz, Jr. On the
day that our newspapers print his very last ‘‘Pea-
nuts’’ strip, it is especially poignant that we
mourn the passing of Charles Schulz himself.
For 50 years, his keen eye, his good and gen-
erous heart, and his active brush and pen have
given life to the most memorable cast of char-
acters ever to enliven our daily papers. The
hopeful and hapless Charlie Brown, the joyful

Snoopy, the soulful Linus—even the ‘‘crabby’’
Lucy—give voice, day after day, to what makes
us human.

Today, in his final strip, Charles Schulz writes,
‘‘Charlie Brown, Snoopy, Linus, Lucy . . . how
can I ever forget them. . . .’’ We can say with
certainty that we will never forget them, or their
creator, or the many gifts he has given us all.

Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife,
Jeannie, and their children.

Remarks on Receiving the League of United Latin American Citizens
Lifetime Achievement Award
February 14, 2000

Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen.
Well, thank you, President Rick Dovalina. Elvia
Morales, thank you very much for reminding
us of why we’re all here working every day.
She did a fine job, didn’t she? I was very proud
of her. Thank you.

I thank the students from Cesar Chavez Pub-
lic Charter High School for Public Policy for
joining us, and their teachers and principal.
Thank you all again for being here, and good
luck to you.

I’d like to thank Senator Chuck Robb from
Virginia and Congressman Silvestre Reyes from
Texas for joining us today. Thank you very
much, gentlemen. I want to thank our Secretary
of Energy, and my dear friend, Bill Richardson,
for the wonderful statement that he made in
opening this meeting today.

I thank all the people of our administration
who are here, but I would like to especially
acknowledge my Deputy Chief of Staff, Maria
Echaveste; my Assistant to the President who
deals with all the Governors, mayors, and half
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