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provision to be advisory, and I hereby direct
all executive branch officials to do likewise.

I would like to acknowledge the tireless ef-
forts of those Members of Congress who
brought about passage of this important legisla-
tion: Representatives Fred Upton, Sheila Jack-
son-Lee, Bart Stupak, Sherrod Brown, and Mi-
chael Bilirakis and also Senators Spencer Abra-
ham and Orrin Hatch. Their efforts have
strengthened the rights and safety of thousands

of women, and we owe them a debt of gratitude
for the leadership they have shown in bringing
this issue to our Nation’s attention.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
February 18, 2000.

NOTE: H.R. 2130, approved February 18, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–172.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Action Concerning Line Pipe Imports
February 18, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I am pleased to provide to the Congress docu-

ments called for by section 203(b) of the Trade
Act of 1974, as amended, pertaining to the safe-
guard action that I proclaimed today on imports
of line pipe.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
proclamation and memorandum of February 18
on action concerning line pipe imports are listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

The President’s Radio Address
February 19, 2000

Good morning. On February 12, 1926, as a
tribute to the birthdays of Frederick Douglass
and Abraham Lincoln, the noted African-Amer-
ican scholar and historian Carter G. Woodson
initiated Black History Week, the forerunner of
what has become Black History Month.

This observance is important because many
of the stereotypes and much of the distrust be-
tween the races are the result of historical inac-
curacies or omissions that have persisted over
too many years. The truth is, whether we’re
talking about the heroic freedom-fighting efforts
of the Black Moses, Harriet Tubman, or the
landmark legal accomplishments of Thurgood
Marshall, we’re really talking about vital aspects
of all Americans’ history. But too many Ameri-
cans are not aware of the extraordinary contribu-
tions African-Americans have made to the life
of our Nation, and that’s a tragedy.

Together, we have come a mighty long way.
Today, we’re in the midst of the longest and

strongest economic expansion in our Nation’s
history: nearly 21 million new jobs; unemploy-
ment at 4 percent, the lowest rate in 30 years;
incomes up across all groups of American work-
ers; and among African-Americans, poverty and
unemployment rates at the lowest levels ever
recorded. Crime, which has been especially dev-
astating to many African-American neighbor-
hoods, is now the lowest it’s been in 25 years.
We’ve cut taxes for millions of hard-pressed
working families and cut the welfare rolls in
half while moving millions of people—almost
7 million of them—from welfare to work.

But still there are wide and disturbing dispari-
ties in health, income, perceptions of justice,
and educational achievements that break down
along the color line. It is clear we must do
more to close these gaps and give all our citizens
a chance both to contribute to and share in
our growing prosperity and promise. That is one
of the reasons I created a One America Office
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