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issue of gun safety, I think, definitely should
be. We ought to make a decision as a people.
That’s why we have these elections. And we
can do that, you see, without any name-calling
or anything. People can just state what their
positions are and why, and the American people
can make their judgments. But I do think, to
me, it ought to be one of the big goals of
our country to make America the safest big
country in the world, and therefore, is a proper
subject of debate in this election. It’s nothing
but an issue, so there’s no need for name-calling
or anger or anything else. People should just

state what they feel should be done, and the
American people can make up their mind who
is right.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:48 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to 6-
year-old Kayla Rolland, who died after she was
shot by 6-year-old classmate Dedrick Owens in
Mount Morris Township, MI. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Statement on the Establishment of the President’s Council on the Future

of Princeville, North Carolina
February 29, 2000

As the first city in the United States founded
by former slaves, Princeville, North Carolina,
holds a special and highly significant place in
our Nation’s history. In its early days, Princeville
was called Freedom Hill by fleeing African-
Americans who settled along the banks of the
River Tar under the protection of Union troops
at the close of the Civil War. In more recent
times, repeated flooding from the River Tar has
caused damage in Princeville, which was dev-
astated this fall by the particularly severe floods
that accompanied Hurricane Floyd.

Today I am announcing the creation, by Exec-
utive order, of the President’s Council on the
Future of Princeville, North Carolina. This
Council will bring together representatives from
12 Federal agencies, several key members of
my Cabinet, and chaired by Sally Katzen of the
Office of Management and Budget. It will work
with elected officials, the private sector, commu-
nity and non-profit groups to recommend meas-
ures to preserve and protect Princeville for the
future. I have asked the Council to move
promptly to recommend action that my adminis-
tration can take to help repair and rebuild

Princeville and, to the extent possible, protect
the town from future floods.

We have taken many steps since this terrible
flooding hit Princeville last fall, from imme-
diately dispatching emergency workers to mak-
ing resources available for the people of
Princeville in their efforts to rebuild. It is my
firm belief and the policy of my administration
that we must do more to help the people of
Princeville who have bravely chosen to stay and
rebuild their badly damaged hometown. We owe
them our best efforts.

It is enormously important that, as we cele-
brate Black History Month and honor the long
and proud history of this uniquely important
town, we also take steps to preserve it for the
future. As we embark on this new chapter in
Princeville’s history, I would like to thank Rep-
resentative Eva Clayton who has led the charge
for this step I am announcing today, and who
has worked tirelessly on behalf of this important
town. I also thank Representative Charles
Rangel for his support of this important effort.

NotE: The Executive order is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.
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