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feel the way the world is changing and how
you see what it can become, you are in a posi-
tion, that most of your fellow Americans are
not in, to understand the importance of this.
So again I say to you, you’re doing great. I
want you to do better. And I think we can
do better and do good, but we have to start
this year by making sure that we don’t turn
away from this profoundly important oppor-
tunity.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. at
UUNET Technologies. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Melissa Pizzo, vice president and general
manager, service delivery organization, John
Sidgmore, chairman, and Mark Spagnolo, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, UUNET; Ber-
nard J. Ebbers, president and chief executive offi-
cer, MCI WorldCom, Inc.; Kayla Rolland, who
died after she was shot by 6-year-old classmate
Dedrick Owens in Mount Morris Township, MI;
Larry J. Allen, superintendent, Mount Morris
School District; and former U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative Michael (Mickey) Kantor.

Radio Remarks on Read Across America Day
March 1, 2000

On March 2, volunteers across the country
will celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday by reading
to more than 20 million youngsters in the third
annual Read Across America Day. The event
brings together athletes, entertainers, and busi-
ness leaders and others to help spread the joy
of reading to our Nation’s youth and to ensure
that all children develop the reading skills they
need to succeed in school and in life. I urge
all Americans to participate.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were recorded at
3:45 p.m. on February 25 in the Oval Office at
the White House for later broadcast. The tran-
script was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on March 1. These remarks were also made
available on the White House Press Office Actu-
ality Line.

Statement on Assistance to Mozambique
March 1, 2000

This evening I am announcing my intention
to augment substantially U.S. assistance to flood-
ravaged Mozambique, and to ongoing regional
efforts to address the emergency caused by
flooding in southern Africa.

The United States has already committed
$12.8 million from the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development and the Department of
Defense in support of relief activities. This in-
cludes over $4 million for search and rescue
air operations and the deployment of a water
rescue team and boats from Metro-Dade, Flor-
ida. Already, one U.S. military aircraft delivered
relief supplies to Mozambique today, and a sec-
ond will shortly arrive in South Africa. Our as-
sistance also includes food and funds to support

efforts to control the spread of disease. Other
countries are contributing generously as well.
But we can do more to address the needs of
the nearly one million people who have been
displaced in the region and who face more
flooding in the days to come.

I have approved the deployment of a Joint
Task Force to the region to assist in the relief
effort. The deployment will include six C–130
support aircraft to deliver relief supplies, six
heavy-lift helicopters to assist in search and res-
cue, and small boat search and rescue capability.
The deployments will help support the relief
effort in Mozambique and elsewhere in the re-
gion.
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All Americans have been deeply moved by
the tragic events in southern Africa. At the same
time, we have admired the determination of the
governments and people of the region to meet
this challenge. We have also been gratified by
the generous response of the American people
and others in the international community.

I offer the strong support of the Government
and the people of the United States to the peo-

ple of Mozambique, and all of southern Africa,
and pledge that we will work with you to ad-
dress this crisis.

NOTE: The related memorandum of March 2 on
emergency disaster assistance for southern Africa
is listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on International
Agreements
March 1, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
Pursuant to subsection (b) of the Case-

Zablocki Act, (1 U.S.C. 112b), I hereby transmit
a report prepared by the Department of State
concerning international agreements.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to Iraq
March 1, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the National

Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c) and section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c),
I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic report
on the national emergency with respect to Iraq

that was declared in Executive Order 12722 of
August 2, 1990.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 1, 2000.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 2.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Trade Policy Agenda and the
Trade Agreements Program Report
March 1, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 163 of the Trade Act

of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2213), I trans-

mit herewith the 2000 Trade Policy Agenda and
1999 Annual Report on the Trade Agreements
Program. The Report, as required by sections
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