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most of them are lawful, just because there are
a few criminals.

But the point is that society takes steps with
speed limits, with licensing laws, with airport
metal detectors, and any number of other ways,
where we all make a little bit of sacrifice in
time and effort to comply with a system that
makes us all freer. And we still get to do our
lawful activity.

So I just think they’re wrong about that.
They’re saying that guns are different—guns are
different than cars, guns are different than any
other area of our national life where we seek
for common safety, we protect ourselves from
the people who would abuse our liberty, abuse
our freedom, and abuse our safety. And I just
think they’re wrong about this, and I hope that
a majority of the Congress will agree. And I
hope that more and more members of the Re-
publican Party will agree. As I say, we have
had some few brave members of the Republican
Party that have joined the vast majority of
Democrats in trying to responsibly deal with
this without in any way undermining the right
of people to do legitimate hunting or sport
shooting activities.

And we can do this. We can make America
a lot safer.

Ms. Couric. Mr. President, before we go, in
closing, when do you plan to invite congressional

leaders to the White House to discuss the juve-
nile justice bill?

The President. Well, I’d like them to come
down next week, as soon as we can set it up,
because we’re running out of time, and we need
to get out of this terrible logjam. And I hope
that these tragedies will give a little impulse,
a profound sense of obligation to do that. As
again I say, nobody is trying to interfere with
individual rights here. What we’re trying to do
is to promote the common safety of the Amer-
ican people, and we’re not nearly safe enough.
All you’ve got to do is look at these incidents.

Can we eliminate every problem? No. Is there
a silver bullet that will solve it overnight? No.
Can we save a lot of lives, including a lot of
children, 13 every day—13 funerals a day? You
bet we can, and we ought to.

Ms. Couric. Mr. President, again thank you
very, very much for spending some time with
us this morning. We really appreciate it.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 7:08 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Jamelle Andrew
James, who was accused of supplying the gun used
by 6-year-old Dedrick Owens to shoot 6-year-old
classmate Kayla Rolland in Mount Morris Town-
ship, MI. Ms. Couric referred to Gov. George W.
Bush of Texas.

Remarks on Patients’ Bill of Rights Legislation
March 2, 2000

The President. Thank you very much. Thank
you, and good morning. Dr. Herald, thank you
for your powerful statement. I would like to
thank Senator Kennedy, Senator Specter, Sen-
ator Chafee for being here; and Representatives
Norwood and Dingell, Representatives Berry,
Morella, and DeLauro; Secretary Shalala, Sec-
retary Herman.

I especially thank the doctors and nurses who
stand with us today, the Patients’ Bill of Rights
coalition, representing our Nation’s top health,
consumer, and provider organizations.

Dr. Herald’s testimony was powerful, but un-
fortunately, as she made it clear, not unique.
For more than 2 years, we’ve heard health care

professionals tell us the same thing. For more
than 2 years, we’ve heard heart-wrenching ac-
counts of families across our Nation denied the
basic patient protections they need. For more
than 2 years, we’ve worked for a strong, enforce-
able Patients’ Bill of Rights that says you have
the right to the nearest emergency room care,
the right to see a specialist, the right to know
you can’t be forced to switch doctors in the
middle of a treatment, the right to hold your
health care plan accountable.

Along the way, with the help of others in
our administration, I’ve done everything I could,
through executive action, to extend patient safe-
guards to some 85 million Americans who get
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their health care through Federal plans, to pro-
vide similar patient protections to every child
covered under the Children’s Health Insurance
Program. But no State law and no executive
action can do what Congress alone has the
power to do. Only Federal legislation can assure
all Americans and all plans get all the patient
protection they need.

Thanks to the leadership of Congressman
Norwood, Congressman Dingell, and the other
Members here, the House of Representatives
passed such a bill, with the support of 275
Members, including 68 members of the Repub-
lican caucus. It is a truly bipartisan bill.

Later today a conference committee will meet
to take up the legislation. Many of the conferees
do not reflect the will of the majority in the
House or the will of the majority in the country.
I told Congressman Norwood right before we
came in here that I think this issue is the only
issue with which I have dealt since I’ve been
President that generated any controversy where
there is, in the country, almost no difference
in the level of support between Republicans,
independents, and Democrats. Every major na-
tional survey shows that well over 70 percent
of all Americans, without regard to their political
party, support a strong, enforceable Patients’ Bill
of Rights. The American people support it, and
they’re entitled to have their elected Represent-
atives ratify it.

The Norwood-Dingell bill is the only bipar-
tisan patient protection bill on the table. So
far, it’s the only bill that can make its way to
my desk. I will not sign legislation, as Dr. Her-
ald said, that is a Patients’ Bill of Rights in
name only. It’s not a real Patients’ Bill of Rights
if it denies people the right to see a specialist,
if it fails to guarantee access to the nearest
emergency room care, if it denies the right to
stay with a health care provider throughout a
course of treatment, and if it has a weak appeals
process that’s tilted against the patients, if it
doesn’t include a strong enforcement mechanism
to hold a health care plan accountable, or if
it leaves more than 100 million of our fellow
Americans out. We need a bill that covers all
our fellow citizens, not one that provides cover
for special interests.

Again I say, this is not a partisan issue any-
where else in the entire United States of Amer-
ica. And I am honored that we have had the
bipartisan support we have had. This legislation
has the endorsement of more than 300 health

care and consumer groups across our country.
So as the conference committee gets down to
business, I ask them to listen to the voices of
people like Dr. Herald, the people who live
in the health care system, the people who know
how it works, the people whose first concern
is for their patients and their families and their
future. It is time to reach across party lines
and do this.

Let me say that if the Congress will send
me a strong, enforceable Patients’ Bill of Rights
today, I’ll send every one of them an invitation
to a signing ceremony tomorrow. [Laughter]
Nothing would please me more than to see this
issue removed from the context of partisan polit-
ical debate and embedded in the daily lives of
all our citizens.

It is now my privilege to present the sponsor
of the Norwood-Dingell bill, a long-time dentist,
a man who has simply acted on his convictions
and his experience. And I think we would all
do well to listen to him. It’s probably a little
harder for him to come out for this bill than
it was for me, and I feel particularly indebted
to Congressman Charlie Norwood.

Representative Norwood.

[At this point, Representatives Charlie Norwood
and John D. Dingell and Senators Arlen Specter
and Edward M. Kennedy made brief remarks.]

The President. Well, I just want to end on
sort of a cautionary but clarion note. Where
I come from, this exercise that we have just
engaged in is known as preaching to the saved.
[Laughter] And it’s very important. But this is
one of those examples where the public and
the people that really know how the system
works are in the same place. And I believe
a majority of Members of Congress, if—as Con-
gressman Norwood said so eloquently, if they’re
permitted—they’re given a good bill to vote for,
they’ll vote for it. So the only way that we won’t
get a good bill is if this conference committee
prevents the Congress from voting on a bill they
would like to vote for, that is consistent with
not only what the majority of the American peo-
ple want but virtually 100 percent of the medical
professionals in the country and a majority of
the Congress.

So that’s what the stakes are. I am profoundly
indebted to the Members who are here, to all
the health care professionals who are here, to
Dr. Herald who spoke so well. But I ask you
to remember the work is ahead of us. And I
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think we need to, all of us, each in our own
way, go to work to impress upon that conference
committee their profound responsibility to give
the Congress and the country the bill they want
to vote on and the bill they want to live under.

Let’s get to work. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in Presi-
dential Hall in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Execu-
tive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred
to Mary Herald, member, American College of
Physicians-American Society of Internal Medi-
cine, who introduced the President.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Biotechnology, Foundation, and
International Leaders and an Exchange With Reporters
March 2, 2000

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, as you
can see, I have a very distinguished group of
leaders here in the White House today, and
I thank them all for coming: leaders of the inter-
national organizations concerned with the health
of people throughout the world, Minister of
Health from Uganda, the leaders of the pharma-
ceutical industry and biotech industry and the
foundation community in our country who are
profoundly interested in joining forces to fight
against diseases that kill both people and
progress in the world’s poorest countries, dis-
eases like AIDS, TB, and malaria, each of which
claim over a million lives a year, and others
as well.

We agreed that the solution must include the
development and the delivery of effective vac-
cines. That’s how we got rid of smallpox and
come close to eliminating polio. So today we’re
beginning a partnership to eradicate the leading
infectious killers of our time, speeding the deliv-
ery of existing vaccines and getting to the heart
of the problem, the lack of incentives for private
industry to invest in new vaccines for people
who simply can’t afford to buy them.

I have attempted to put a comprehensive
package on the table so that the United States
can do its part to change this: a billion-dollar
tax credit to speed the invention of vaccines;
a $50 million contribution to a global fund to
purchase vaccines; substantial increase in re-
search at the National Institutes of Health.

I’ve asked the World Bank to dedicate more
lending to improve health, and Mr. Wolfensohn
has been very forthcoming here today, and I
thank him for that.

The private sector is also responding to this
challenge, and I want to thank them and recog-
nize the commitments that have been an-

nounced here today. Merck is committing to
develop an AIDS vaccine not just for strains
of the virus that affect wealthy nations but for
strains that ravage the poorest nations as well.
This is profoundly important. It’s also donating
a million doses of hepatitis B vaccine to those
who need it most. American Home Products
will donate 10 million doses of a vaccine to—
strains of pneumonia and meningitis in children.
SmithKline Beecham will expand its malaria vac-
cine program and begin new vaccine trials in
Africa and will donate drugs worth a billion dol-
lars to eliminate elephantiasis, which is a painful
and potentially very crippling and disfiguring
tropical disease. Aventis Pharma will donate 50
million doses of polio vaccine to 5 war-torn Afri-
can nations.

This is a very important beginning. It will
save lives and make it clear that we’re serious.
But all of us agree there is more to do. We
have to first build on the bipartisan support
that now exists in our Congress to enact the
research and experimentation tax credit and the
tax credit that we proposed for this specific pur-
pose and to get the funding increases through.
I will go to the G–8 meeting in Okinawa this
summer to urge our partners to take similar
steps. And so let me say, I am profoundly grate-
ful.

Gun Safety Legislation
Now, because this is my first opportunity to

be with you when you can say something back
today, the press, I also want to just say a word
about the terrible shooting yesterday, which fol-
lowed the killing of the 6-year-old child the day
before in Michigan.

These two incidents were very troubling, and
they have individual causes and explanations and
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