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We can do a better job. Starting next summer,
with the help of everyone here today, we will.

Again, let me say, Secretary Slater and to
Jane Garvey and to all the people standing with
me and all of you sitting out in the audience
who had anything to do with this, this is the
way our country ought to work in a lot of other
contexts. I thank you for what you have done.

I think we have to do more. But this summer
a lot of people will benefit from the enormous
efforts you have made, and I am very, very
grateful.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:21 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Statement on the United Negro College Fund’s Technology Enhancement
Capital Campaign
March 10, 2000

Today the United Negro College Fund
(UNCF) announced the creation of its Tech-
nology Enhancement Capital Campaign, a tech-
nology initiative that will bring digital oppor-
tunity to historically black colleges across the
Nation. Through a $50 million contribution by
Microsoft and key commitments from IBM and
AT&T, UNCF will help empower students, fac-
ulty, and staff at all 39 UNCF member colleges
by strengthening technology infrastructure and
improving computer access. I applaud the cre-
ation of this partnership and strongly support
the efforts behind it.

While computer and Internet access has ex-
ploded in recent years, America continues to
face a ‘‘digital divide’’—a gap between those
who have access to information age tools and
the skills to use them and those who don’t.

We cannot allow unequal access to deepen divi-
sions along the lines of race, income, education
level, and geography. I believe we can use tech-
nology to help make the American dream a re-
ality for more citizens, and that is why I have
made the effort to bring digital opportunity to
all Americans a top administration priority.

My administration is committed to doing its
part to ensure that all Americans benefit from
opportunities created by information technology.
But the Government can not and should not
do this alone. That is why I will lead a new
markets trip the week of April 9th—designed
to mobilize significant private and public efforts
to close the digital divide. Efforts like the Tech-
nology Enhancement Capital Campaign are in-
spiring examples of what can be done in part-
nership to meet this important goal.

The President’s Radio Address
March 11, 2000

Good morning. In just a few days, Congress
will begin to write the next year’s budget. This
is an important challenge we in Washington take
up every year, with important consequences for
the American people. Today I want to talk to
you about the outcome I seek for our families
and our future.

I’ve always thought you could tell a lot about
people’s priorities by what they do first. For
me, above all, that means maintaining the fiscal
discipline that has brought us to this point of
unprecedented prosperity, with 21 million new

jobs, the lowest unemployment in 30 years, the
longest economic expansion in history. It means
staying on the path to make America debt-free
by 2013. It means saving Social Security,
strengthening Medicare, modernizing it with a
voluntary prescription drug benefit that so many
of our seniors need and too few can afford.
And it means continuing to put the education
of our children first, with higher standards, more
and better trained teachers, after-school and
summer school programs, modernizing our
schools.
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