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President Clinton. Your turn. [Laughter]
Prime Minister Vajpayee. I’ll take my turn.

[Laughter] I’m sure after visiting this part of
the world, the President will come to the con-
clusion that the situation is not so bad as it
is made out to be. There are differences; there
have been clashes; there is the problem of cross-
country terrorism; innocent people are being
killed. But there is no threat of any war. India
is committed to peaceful means. We are pre-
pared to solve all problems, discuss all problems
on the table. We do not think in terms of war,
and nobody should think in those terms in this
subcontinent.

So far as the massacre is concerned, it’s a
brutal act, an outrage. This is not for the first
time; it has been going on. And whenever there
are chances of both countries coming together—
and at the people-to-people level our relations
are very good, as I realized when I visited La-
hore—but there is a deliberate design to foment
trouble, to encourage killing, mass murders, to
sabotage any attempt to bring about normalcy
in this part of the world. This policy is not
going to pay. And I hope this question will be
discussed by the President in Islamabad.

Q. Mr. President.
President Clinton. Terry [Terence Hunt, Asso-

ciated Press], to go back to the questions you
asked me. First of all, I was encouraged by
what the Prime Minister said to me in private,
which was just what he said to you in public,
that he did not want any of the difficulties that
we have been discussing today to become the
occasion for war.

I have basically four beliefs about this whole
thing, and I can state them very concisely. First,
I think that that sort of restraint is something

that everyone on the subcontinent should prac-
tice. Second, I think there must be a respect
for the Line of Control. Third, I think some
way must be found to renew the dialog.

The Prime Minister did, I thought, a brave
thing in participating in the Lahore process. He
took some risks to do it. He’d always said that
just the facts of geography and shared history
called upon him to do that. But you cannot
expect a dialog to go forward unless there is
an absence of violence and a respect for the
Line of Control.

And the last thing that I would say is, I doubt
very seriously that there is a military solution
to the difficulties that the Kashmiris face. And
that makes the death of these Sikhs all the more
tragic and the importance of trying to restart
the dialog all the more important, not just over
this but other issues as well.

And the Prime Minister said he hoped I
would say that in Islamabad, and I will. I don’t
believe—one of the nice things about having
you folks with us all the time is that we can’t
get away with saying one thing in one place
and a different thing in another. We almost
have to say the same thing everywhere, or you’ll
find us out. So I can tell you that this is my
same message: Respect the Line of Control;
show restraint; stand against violence; restore
the dialog.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 188th news conference
began at 1:03 p.m. in the garden at the Hyderabad
House. In his remarks, the President referred to
Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh of India and U.S.
Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott.
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At the dawn of a new century, President Clin-
ton and Prime Minister Vajpayee resolve to cre-
ate a closer and qualitatively new relationship
between the United States and India.

We are two of the world’s largest democ-
racies. We are nations forged from many tradi-
tions and faiths, proving year after year that

diversity is our strength. From vastly different
origins and experiences, we have come to the
same conclusions: that freedom and democracy
are the strongest bases for both peace and pros-
perity, and that they are universal aspirations,
constrained neither by culture nor levels of eco-
nomic development.
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There have been times in the past when our
relationship drifted without a steady course. As
we now look towards the future, we are con-
vinced that it is time to chart a new and pur-
poseful direction in our relationship.

Globalization is erasing boundaries and build-
ing networks between nations and peoples,
economies and cultures. The world is increas-
ingly coming together around the democratic
ideals India and the United States have long
championed and lived by.

Together, we represent a fifth of the world’s
people, more than a quarter of the world’s econ-
omy. We have built creative, entrepreneurial so-
cieties. We are leaders in the information age.
The currents of commerce and culture that link
our societies run strong and deep. In many
ways, the character of the 21st century world
will depend on the success of our cooperation
for peace, prosperity, democracy and freedom.

That presents us with an opportunity, but also
a profound responsibility to work together. Our
partnership of shared ideals leads us to seek
a natural partnership of shared endeavors.

In the new century, India and the United
States will be partners in peace, with a common
interest in and complementary responsibility for
ensuring regional and international security. We
will engage in regular consultations on, and work
together for, strategic stability in Asia and be-
yond. We will bolster joint efforts to counter
terrorism and meet other challenges to regional
peace. We will strengthen the international secu-
rity system, including in the United Nations,
and support the United Nations in its peace-
keeping efforts. We acknowledge that tensions
in South Asia can only be resolved by the na-
tions of South Asia. India is committed to en-
hancing cooperation, peace and stability in the
region.

India and the United States share a commit-
ment to reducing and ultimately eliminating nu-
clear weapons, but we have not always agreed
on how to reach this common goal. The United
States believes India should forgo nuclear weap-
ons. India believes that it needs to maintain
a credible minimum nuclear deterrent in keep-
ing with its own assessment of its security needs.
Nonetheless, India and the U.S. are prepared
to work together to prevent the proliferation
of nuclear weapons and their means of delivery.
To this end, we will persist with and build upon
the productive bilateral dialogue already under-
way.

We reaffirm our respective voluntary commit-
ments to forgo further nuclear explosive tests.
We will work together and with others for an
early commencement of negotiations on a treaty
to end the production of fissile materials for
nuclear weapons. We have both shown strong
commitments to export controls, and will con-
tinue to strengthen them. We will work together
to prevent the spread of dangerous technologies.
We are committed to build confidence and re-
duce the chances of miscalculation. We will pur-
sue our security needs in a restrained and re-
sponsible manner, and will not engage in nu-
clear and missile arms races. We will seek to
narrow our differences and increase mutual un-
derstanding on non-proliferation and security
issues. This will help us to realize the full poten-
tial of Indo-U.S. relations and contribute signifi-
cantly to regional and global security.

The true measure of our strength lies in the
ability of our people to shape their destiny and
to realize their aspirations for a better life. That
is why the United States and India are and
will be allies in the cause of democracy. We
will share our experience in nurturing and
strengthening democratic institutions the world
over and fighting the challenge to democratic
order from forces such as terrorism. We will
cooperate with others to launch an international
Community of Democracies this year.

The United States applauds India’s success
in opening its economy, its achievements in
science and technology, its commitment to a
new wave of economic expansion and reform,
and its determination to bring the benefits of
economic growth to all its people. Our nations
pledge to reduce impediments to bilateral trade
and investment and to expand commerce be-
tween us, especially in the emerging knowledge-
based industries and high-technology areas.

We will work together to preserve stability
and growth in the global economy as well. And
we will join in an unrelenting battle against pov-
erty in the world, so that the promise of a
new economy is felt everywhere and no nation
is left behind. That is among the fundamental
challenges of our time. Opening trade and re-
sisting protectionism are the best means for
meeting it. We support an open, equitable and
transparent rule-based multilateral trading sys-
tem, and we will work together to strengthen
it. We agree that developed countries should
embrace policies that offer developing countries
the opportunity to grow, because growth is the
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key to rising incomes and rising standards. At
the same time, we share the conviction that
human development also requires empowerment
of people and availability of basic freedoms.

As leaders in the forefront of the new high-
technology economy, we recognize that coun-
tries can achieve robust economic growth while
protecting the environment and taking action
to combat climate change. We will do our part
to meet the global environmental challenges, in-
cluding climate change and the impacts of air
and water pollution on human health.

We also pledge a common effort to battle
the infectious diseases that kill people and retard
progress in so many countries. India is at the
forefront of the global effort that has brought
us to the threshold of the eradication of polio.
With leadership, joint research, and application
of modern science, we can and will do the same
for the leading killers of our time, including
AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis.

We are proud of the cooperation between
Indians and Americans in advancing frontiers
of knowledge. But even as we unravel the mys-
teries of time and space, we must continue to
apply our knowledge to older challenges: eradi-
cating human suffering, disease and poverty. In
the past, our cooperation helped ease mass hun-
ger in the world. In the future, it will focus
as well on the development of clean energy,
health, and education.

Our partnership is not an end in itself, but
a means to all these ends. And it is reinforced
by the ties of scholarship, commerce, and in-
creasingly of kinship among our people. The
industry, enterprise and cultural contributions of

Americans of Indian heritage have enriched and
enlivened both our societies.

Today, we pledge to deepen the Indian-Amer-
ican partnership in tangible ways, always seeking
to reconcile our differences through dialogue
and engagement, always seizing opportunities to
advance the countless interests we have in com-
mon. As a first step, President Clinton has in-
vited Prime Minister Vajpayee to visit Wash-
ington at a mutually convenient opportunity, and
the Prime Minister has accepted that invitation.
Henceforth, the President of the United States
and the Prime Minister of India should meet
regularly to institutionalize our dialogue. We
have also agreed on and separately outlined an
architecture of additional high-level consulta-
tions, and of joint working groups, across the
broad spectrum of areas in which we are deter-
mined to institutionalize our enhanced coopera-
tion. And we will encourage even stronger peo-
ple-to-people ties.

For India and the United States, this is a
day of new beginnings. We have before us for
the first time in 50 years the possibility to realize
the full potential of our relationship. We will
work to seize that chance, for our benefit and
all those with whom we share this increasingly
interdependent world.

William Jefferson Clinton Atal Behari Vajpayee
President Prime Minister

United States of America India

Done on March 21, 2000 at New Delhi

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Agreed Principles: Institutional Dialogue Between the United States and
India
March 21, 2000

1. During the visit of President Clinton to
Delhi in March 2000, President Clinton and
Prime Minister Vajpayee agreed as part of their
vision for the future relationship that a regular,
wide-ranging dialogue is important for achieving
the goal of establishing closer and multifaceted
relations between India and the United States
and for the two countries to work jointly for
promotion of peace and prosperity in the 21st

century. The two leaders agreed on a number
of steps to intensify and institutionalize the dia-
logue between India and the United States.

2. The President of the United States and
Prime Minister of India will hold regular bilat-
eral ‘Summits’ in alternating capitals or else-
where, including on the occasions of multilateral
meetings, to review bilateral relations and con-
sult on international developments and issues.
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