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on modest incomes in various places that cut
the fuel bills by 40 to 60 percent, just by using
better insulation, new solar panels that look just
like ordinary shingles on roofs, and glass that
lets in more light and keeps out more heat
and cold.

These things are out there now, and we just
need to increase the percentage of people that
are using them. If you can afford the right kind
of light bulb, which may cost you 2% times
as much, itll burn 4 or 5 times longer and
can save a ton of greenhouse gas emissions just
over the life of a big light bulb.

So there are lots of things we can do, but
we need to create some markets for doing this.
And there hasn’t been a lot of interest in it,
I think, probably since the high prices of the
seventies. But even at modest oil prices, the
profits are there if we can just highlight this.
So I hope—I will say this: I think I should
do more. I hope I can do more. But I'd like
their help to do more, as well.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President’s 189th news conference
began at 2:10 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to President
Hafiz al-Asad of Syria; Prime Minister Ehud
Barak of Israel; President Hosni Mubarak of
Egypt; former President Boris Yeltsin of Russia;
Representative Richard Gephardt; Cuban youth
Elian Gonzalez, rescued off the coast of Florida
on November 25, 1999, whose custody the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service decided in
favor of his Cuban father; Charlton Heston, presi-
dent, National Rifle Association; U.S. District
Judge Royce C. Lamberth; President-elect Chen
Shui-bian of Taiwan; and Bernard Kouchner, Spe-
cial Representative of the Secretary-General and
head of the United Nations Interim Administra-
tion Mission in Kosovo. A portion of this news
conference could not be verified because the tape
was incomplete.

Memorandum on Continued Commitment to the Javits-Wagner-O’Day

Program
March 29, 2000

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Continued Commitment to the Javits-
Wagner-O'Day Program

The Javits-Wagner-O’Day (JWOD) Program,
named for its legislative sponsors, is a Federal
initiative that generates employment and train-
ing for more than 34,000 people who are blind
or who have other significant disabilities. These
individuals, working in more than 600 nonprofit
agencies associated with the National Industries
for the Blind (NIB) or with NISH (a national
nonprofit agency that serves persons with a wide
range of disabilities), furnish supplies and serv-
ices to the Federal Government under the
JWOD Program.

In recent years, the JWOD Program has faced
numerous challenges as the Federal acquisition
system has evolved in ways not envisioned even
a decade ago. Today, for example, hundreds of
thousands of Federal employees buy goods with
purchase cards. Electronic commerce is expand-

ing rapidly and commercial firms deliver goods
previously stocked and distributed by Federal
agencies. These and other procurement reforms
have created a more direct relationship between
commercial vendors and their Federal cus-
tomers. Participants in the JWOD Program are
taking steps to adjust to these and other changes
in the Federal procurement environment, but
the transition is a dynamic and far-reaching
process that requires strong support from Gov-
ernment customers.

As I have stated on numerous occasions, the
unemployment rate for adults with disabilities
is unacceptably high. We cannot afford to lose
any opportunities for this segment of our popu-
lation. I call upon you to recognize the contribu-
tions made to the Federal Government by indi-
viduals with disabilities under the JWOD Pro-
gram and to take steps to ensure that your agen-
cies’ procurement executives, and other employ-
ees who acquire supplies for your agency, pur-
chase JWOD products and services, consistent
with existing law. Their support for the JWOD

561



Mar. 29 / Administration of William . Clinton, 2000

Program will help people with significant disabil-
ities become and remain more independent and
productive members of society. It is particularly
important to encourage those entrusted with
Federal purchase cards to be vigilant in con-
tinuing to purchase the reasonably priced prod-
ucts and services (including SKILCRAFT items)
supplied through the JWOD Program.

The JWOD Program also provides many recy-
cled content, environmentally preferable, and
energy efficient products. The purchase of these
items would enable the Federal Government to
continue its leadership of the “greening of the

government” initiative while invigorating the
JWOD Program.

Representatives of the Committee for Pur-
chase From People Who are Blind or Severely
Disabled (the Federal entity responsible for the
JWOD Program), NIB, or NISH will contact
your procurement staff in the near future to
explore steps that your agency can take to in-
crease support for the JWOD Program at this
critical juncture.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this memorandum.

Remarks at a Reception for Representative James E. Clyburn in Columbia,

South Carolina
March 29, 2000

Well, it's certainly a relief, after this long trip
I just took from Washington to India and Ban-
gladesh and Pakistan and Switzerland, to be with
such a laid-back crowd tonight. [Laughter] T'll
tell you, I don’t know how many people said
to me tonight, “You must be so tired.” If I
had been tired, I'd be so pumped after this,
I may not sleep for 3 more days. [Laughter]
I want to thank you all for the wonderful wel-
come. I want to thank the young people who
performed for us tonight, and I want to thank
all of you who brought your children tonight,
to remind us of why we're really all here.

I want to say to you, Bishop, Mrs. Adams,
I am honored to be here with you. We've been
friends a long time, since before 1 was Presi-
dent, and I've heard you give a lot of talks,
and you get better every time you do it. [Laugh-
ter] 1 want to thank the first AME bishop I
ever knew, Bishop Fred James, who is out here,
my longtime friend. Thank you very much, my
good friend.

Dr. Waddell, thank you for having us here
at Allen University. I want to say a special word
of appreciation to Dick Harpootlian, who—he
and Pam, they did have me down here 8 years
ago, and I had a wonderful time, and he’s been
a great chairman of this party. I want to thank
Don Fowler for his leadership of the Demo-
cratic National Committee, for being here with
me tonight.
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I thank Bob and Beth Coble. And I'm glad
to see that Mayor Riley made it upstate a little
tonight. We're glad to see you, too; thank you.
And thank you, Bob, for coming out to the
airport to meet me and always making me feel
so welcome in Columbia.

I want to thank some of my old friends who
are here: Dwight Drake, whom I've known now
more than 20 years; and thank you, McKinley
Washington, for being one of my cochairs in
1992 when even my mother wasn’t sure I could
be elected President. I want to thank Inez
Tenenbaum and Jim Lander for being here. And
I want to thank Governor Bob McNair; thank
you for being here. And Governor John West,
also my friend of more than 20 years, thank
you for being here.

I want to say, I might have been the happiest
non-South Carolinian in the entire United States
of America when Jim Hodges was elected Gov-
ernor in 1998. When he filed, Erskine Bowles
and his wife, Crandal, told me that he would
be elected. And I got so used to Republicans
winning down here, I have to admit I was a
Doubting Thomas. But they turned out to be
right, and it's been good for South Carolina.
And he and Rachel have really brought dignity
and direction to the Governor’s office.

And let me say that I am so delighted to
be here for Jim Clyburn. You know, when the
Governor was building Jim up, I was sitting
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