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economic reform, reduce poverty, and broaden
participation in the benefits of the global econ-
omy. I congratulate congressional leaders from
both parties who worked hard to reach this

agreement. I urge Congress to complete the re-
maining work on the bill rapidly so that final
approval can occur during the first week after
its Easter recess.

Statement on Signing Legislation Designating the Joseph Ileto Post Office
April 14, 2000

Today I signed legislation designating the
United States Post Office located at 14701 Pey-
ton Drive in Chino Hills, California, as the ‘‘Jo-
seph Ileto Post Office.’’ Joseph Ileto was a Fili-
pino-American postal worker who was tragically
murdered last year in a crime of hate. He was
a dedicated public servant, killed simply because
he was an Asian-American who worked for his
country’s Government. It is a fitting tribute to
the life and memory of Mr. Ileto that we name
this Post Office in his honor.

During the last year, we have all been shaken
by violent acts like the murder of Joseph Ileto,

acts that strike at the very values that define
us as a nation. Now is the time for us to take
strong and decisive action to fight hate crimes,
and I call on Congress, at long last, to pass
strong hate crimes legislation. It is time for us
all to raise our voices against intolerance and
to build the one America that our hearts tell
us we can be.

NOTE: H.R. 3189, approved April 14, was assigned
Public Law No. 106–184.

Statement on Russian State Duma Action on the START II Treaty
April 14, 2000

I am very pleased that the Russian State
Duma today approved the START II Treaty—
a critical step toward the treaty’s entering into
force. This action builds on decades of coopera-
tion between the United States and Russia to
reduce nuclear arms and clearly advances the
interests of both countries. Together with the
START I Treaty, it will result in a two-thirds
reduction in the strategic nuclear weapons that
the Soviet Union and the United States main-
tained at the height of the cold war. START
II will make our people safer and our partner-
ship with a democratic Russia stronger. It will
open the door to further significant steps to
reduce nuclear arms and the nuclear danger,

a course that is strongly supported by the inter-
national community and has strong bipartisan
support in the United States.

I congratulate President-elect Putin and his
government, members of the State Duma, and
Russian citizens who supported this giant step
toward a safer future. I look forward to prompt
action on the treaty by the Federation Council.
Now, we and Russia can and must seize this
opportunity to intensify our discussions on both
START III and the ABM Treaty, so we can
take further concrete steps this year to strength-
en the security of the United States, Russia,
and indeed the whole world.
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