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these after-school grants which States can use
to turn the schools around.

I never cease to be amazed when I go places
that there are people that literally don’t know
we have this money there for them. I’ll bet
you there are people that need this teacher
money that haven’t applied for it. And I nearly
know there are people that need this after-
school money that haven’t applied for it, because
we have grown this program very fast in re-
sponse to a clear national need.

These actions will help us to spread the lesson
we have learned during these last 7 years. In
education, investment without accountability can
be a waste of money. But accountability without
investment is a waste of effort. Neither will work
without the other.

Ten years ago, when things looked pretty grim
for public schools, before a lot of these reforms
got underway, the late head of the American
Federation of Teachers, Al Shanker, who was
a great friend of mine and a very vigorous advo-
cate of high standards and accountability, said
something to his fellow teachers that I thought
was very moving. He said, we have to be willing
to tell the American people the bad news about
our public schools so that when the schools

begin to turn around and we have good news
to report, they will believe us.

Well, today here in Kentucky and in other
places across America, there is good news to
report. The American people believe that. But
they expect us to keep at it until the good
news is the real news in every single school
in this country.

Thank you. Thank you for what you have
done to help make that happen. Thank you very
much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. in the
gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred to Karen
Cecil, parent, who introduced the President; Stu-
art Silberman, superintendent of schools, Daviess
County; Gov. Paul E. Patton of Kentucky and his
wife, Judi; Lt. Gov. Stephen L. Henry and former
Gov. John Y. Brown, Jr., of Kentucky; State Attor-
ney General A. B. Chandler III; State Treasurer
Jonathan Miller; Kentucky House of Representa-
tives Speaker Jody Richards; Mayor Waymond
Morris of Owensboro; Diane Embry, principal,
and Crystal Davidson, teacher, Audubon Elemen-
tary School; and former Senator Wendell Ford
and his wife, Jean. The Executive order on actions
to improve low-performing schools is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on World Press Freedom Day
May 3, 2000

On the occasion of World Press Freedom
Day, I want to salute journalists in every country
who dedicate their lives—and risk their lives—
to increase our understanding of the world and
to shine a spotlight in support of truth and ac-
countability.

This past year around the world, from Colom-
bia to Chechnya to Sierra Leone, more than
30 journalists were killed, many more were im-
prisoned, and more than 100 nations still exert
forms of harassment that inhibit press freedom.
Right now, Governments in Iran and Serbia are

cracking down on journalists, closing news orga-
nizations, and trying to block a public dialog
that is so essential to human rights and freedom.

As a nation long blessed with liberty, the
United States has a responsibility to stand with
those who are upholding the values we cherish,
to speak up for press freedom, and to speak
out against repression, so that journalists can
do their jobs without risk or restraint and citi-
zens have the knowledge they need to exercise
the power of self-government.
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