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have to change—not whether, but how—to get
there?

That’s how you’ll know who to vote for. That’s
how you know what ideas you think work. To
ask yourself, where do you want to go? And
my earnest plea to the American people this
year is to do that, so we can take on these
big challenges, because that’s what I’ve been
working for. I’ve been working for the day that
when I left office, this country would have both
the self-confidence and the capacity to build
the future of our dreams for our children. And

we can do it now. That’s what I think we ought
to be doing.

[Dr. Smith and Mayor Coleman thanked the
President for his participation.]

The President. Thank you all.

NOTE: The roundtable began at 4:40 p.m. in the
East Room at Eastgate Elementary School. In his
remarks, the President referred to State Rep-
resentative Joyce Beatty; City Council President
Matthew D. Habash; State House Minority Lead-
er Jack Ford; and Gary Allen, vice president, Ohio
Education Association.

Statement on Africa and Caribbean Basin Trade Legislation
May 4, 2000

Today’s vote is a key milestone toward enact-
ment of legislation that will launch a new era
of cooperation between the United States and
our partners in Africa and the Caribbean Basin.
This important measure will strengthen our eco-
nomic partnership with these nations, lower

trade barriers, help developing nations to lift
their people out of poverty, and create a more
secure world. I congratulate those Members of
Congress who have worked hard to reach agree-
ment on this bill. I look forward to signing this
historic legislation into law upon final passage.

Message on the Observance of Cinco de Mayo, 2000
May 4, 2000

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating Cinco
de Mayo.

This annual celebration of the Mexican Army’s
triumph at the Battle of Puebla reminds us all
of Mexico’s long-standing commitment to the
ideals of freedom and self-determination. United
by our common convictions, the United States
and Mexico have long enjoyed warm ties of
friendship and mutual respect, and in recent
years, our two nations have worked hard to cul-
tivate this increasingly close partnership. From
the arts to business to education to the environ-
ment, citizens of the United States and Mexico
are gaining a greater understanding and a new
appreciation of each other, increasing our pros-
pects for a future of peace and prosperity.

We must continue working to open new
bridges of friendship and cooperation. This is
a promising time for the Americas, and we have
an historic opportunity to build our collective
economic strength, improve the well-being of
our people, and advance the movement toward
democracy of all the nations in our hemisphere.
As we celebrate Mexico’s valiant fight for inde-
pendence, let us rededicate ourselves to the
principles that inspired the Mexican patriots who
fought at Puebla and strive together to forge
a brighter future for all our citizens.

Best wishes to all for a wonderful celebration.

BILL CLINTON
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