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We are also working with our African partners
to support the people of Sierra Leone and the
U.N. forces there, and we will do what is nec-
essary to provide military transport and other
support so the U.N. will get the reinforcement
it needs.

We need to see the problems of Africa plainly
and do our best to meet them. But that must
not obscure the promise of Africa, which is also
profoundly clear. It is the home to three of
the world’s fastest growing economies—three of
the four fastest growing economies in the world
are African economies. The progress of democ-
racy, from Nigeria to South Africa; the proof
offered by countries like Uganda that AIDS and
other diseases can be arrested and the rates
can be reduced where the governments care
to try and work with people to do the hard
things; even in Sierra Leone, we see signs of
hope, and we have been working with other
nations in Africa to increase the capacity to meet
the challenge there.

We must not avoid our neighbors in Central
America and the Caribbean or our friends half
a world away in Africa. We must build a better
future together with both. That’s what this is
all about. That’s the ultimate message of this
trade bill.

I could not be prouder that over 70 percent
of both Houses voted for this legislation, that
majorities in both parties supported this legisla-
tion.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I want to thank you and
Senator Lott for the role you played. I want
to thank the members of the Congressional

Black Caucus and the Hispanic Caucus and the
others whom I have just mentioned and every-
one else who is here. This is a happy day for
America. And 5 years from now, 10 years from
now, 15 years from now, as we grow closer
and closer and closer to our neighbors in the
Caribbean and Central America and to our
friends in Africa, we will look back on this day
and say this was a big part of how it all began.

Thank you very much.
And now I’d like to call up here a gentleman

who worked very, very hard for this day, the
minority leader of the Democrats on the House
Ways and Means Committee, Mr. Charles
Rangel from New York.

[At this point, Representatives Charles B. Rangel
and Bill Archer, Senators William V. Roth, Jr.,
and Daniel Patrick Moynihan, and U.S. Trade
Representative Charlene Barshefsky made brief
remarks.]

The President. I would like to invite all the
Members of Congress who are here to please
come up and join us on the stage for the sign-
ing, along with Ambassador MacKay, wherever
he is. Come on up here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:08 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. H.R. 434, ap-
proved May 18, was assigned Public Law No. 106–
200. The Executive order of May 10 on access
to HIV/AIDS pharmaceuticals and medical tech-
nologies is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Statement on the Arrests in the 1963 Bombing of Birmingham’s
16th Street Baptist Church
May 18, 2000

The terrorist bombing of the 16th Street Bap-
tist Church in 1963 ended the lives of four
young girls and broke the hearts of millions of
Americans. To this day, the deaths of Denise
McNair, Addie Mae Collins, Carole Robertson,
and Cynthia Wesley stand out as a powerful

symbol of the terrible toll of racial hatred. I
applaud the continuing efforts of those who have
worked so hard to see to it that justice is done
in this case. We must not rest until all those
responsible for this horrific crime are held ac-
countable for what they have done.
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