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Statement on the Nicaraguan Adjustment and Central American Relief Act
July 27, 2000

It is long past time that we correct several
injustices in the immigration system by changing
the registry date and amending the Nicaraguan
Adjustment and Central American Relief Act
(NACARA). People who have been living for
many years in the United States and have devel-
oped strong ties to their communities deserve
the opportunity to normalize their immigration

status. There is no reason for Congress to stand
in the way of a reasonable bipartisan bill to
increase H–1B visas, invest in our workers, and
correct these longstanding injustices. Congress
should not pass H–1B or any other immigration
legislation this year without ensuring that these
injustices are addressed. The American people
deserve no less.

Statement on Congressional Action on Republican Tax Cut Legislation
July 27, 2000

I am disappointed that the Republican Con-
gress continues to strip away our fiscal discipline
bill-by-bill by passing another in a series of cost-
ly tax cuts that, taken together, will spend our
entire hard-earned surplus. This misguided plan
leaves nothing for lengthening the life of Social
Security and Medicare, nothing for a prescrip-
tion drug benefit, nothing for education or other
priorities, and would make it impossible for us
to get America out of debt by 2012. In its latest
action, the House passed a bill that does nothing
for more than 80 percent of seniors while failing

to act on a Medicare prescription drug benefit
which would be available to all Seniors and peo-
ple with disabilities.

This is the wrong approach. We can maintain
our fiscal discipline while providing targeted tax
relief to help families pay for college, long-term
care, child care, build and modernize schools,
and save for retirement. In the interest of fiscal
responsibility, I will veto this legislation that
threatens our ability to pay down the debt,
strengthen Medicare and Social Security, and
invest in education.

Statement on the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child
July 27, 2000

This week I sent to the Senate two historic
United Nations protocols that will protect the
world’s children in unprecedented new ways.
Over the past 7 years, I am proud of the work
we have done with Congress on a bipartisan
basis to stand up for young people and protect
the dignity and rights of children around the
world. These two protocols will build on that
work. One of these agreements prohibits the
forcible recruitment of children for use in armed
conflict. The other protects children from slav-
ery, prostitution, and pornography. Together,
they represent a large step forward in the inter-

national effort to eliminate abuses committed
against our children and keep them safe.

Both of these agreements were adopted by
the U.N. General Assembly on May 25th, and
the United States was among the first nations
to sign them. I was pleased to see that both
the Senate (on June 7th) and the House of
Representatives (on July 11th) expressed their
support for the Protocol on the Involvement
of Children in Armed Conflict. Neither agree-
ment will create obligations for the United
States under any international agreement to
which we are not a party. I am hopeful that
the Senate will act quickly and give its advice
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