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silver medalist in tae kwon do; Vietnamese na-
tional soccer team members Le Huynh Duc and
Nguyen Hong Son; and Communist Party General
Secretary Le Kha Phieu of Vietnam. The tran-

script released by the Office of the Press Secretary
included the English translation of the Viet-
namese phrases.

Statement on the Death of Hosea Williams
November 17, 2000

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to learn
of the death of an American foot soldier for
freedom and a driving force for the Voting
Rights Act, Hosea Williams. From his bravery
in the fields of battle in World War II to his
leadership in the civil rights struggle at home,
Hosea Williams was a profile in courage. One
of the greatest honors of my Presidency was
walking across the Edmund Pettus Bridge with

him on the 35th anniversary of the Selma march
earlier this year. Hosea Williams dedicated his
entire life to making sure we never take a de-
tour on the road to freedom. He helped us
all cross the bridge to a better and more just
world. With his memory as a guide, we’ll keep
marching on. Our thoughts and prayers are with
his family and friends.

Statement on Signing Legislation To Establish a Memorial and Gardens in
Honor of Frederick Douglass
November 17, 2000

I recently signed into law H.R. 5331, a bill
‘‘To authorize the Frederick Douglass Gardens,
Inc., to establish a memorial and gardens on
Department of the Interior lands in the District
of Columbia or its environs in honor and com-
memoration of Frederick Douglass.’’

It is appropriate that the memorial and gar-
dens be located in Washington, DC, the Na-
tion’s Capital, as Mr. Douglass’ life was a testa-
ment to the democratic principles upon which
the Nation was founded. Born into slavery,
Frederick Douglass became a renowned inter-
national spokesman for liberty, the abolition of
slavery, and social reform. Throughout his life,
he was a noted publisher of several periodicals
and papers in which he discussed the political
and social disenfranchisement of Americans of
African ancestry. As an American truly com-

mitted to the Nation’s progress toward the at-
tainment of liberty and justice for all, Frederick
Douglass recruited African-Americans for the
Union Army during the Civil War; two of his
sons served in the 54th Massachusetts Regiment,
which was solely comprised of African-Ameri-
cans. Moreover, Frederick Douglass served as
the president of the Freedmen’s National Bank,
the U.S. Marshal for the District of Columbia,
and in several diplomatic positions in Haiti and
the Dominican Republic. Because of his
unyielding faith in and his commitment to the
fundamental democratic principles of our Na-
tion, I am pleased to approve this legislation
honoring one of the Nation’s great citizens.

NOTE: H.R. 5331, approved November 9, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–479.
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