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have litigation involved. At least one case in-
volves the U.S. Supreme Court, and the election
challenge will play itself out.

I will say what I have said from the first
day. In all this interplay, it is easy to lose what
is really important, which is the integrity of the
voter—every single vote. On election day, every
person who voted had a vote that counted just
as much as mine. So they have to sort that
out in Florida—whose vote should be counted;
can every vote be counted; if every vote can’t
be counted, is there a good reason why you’re
not counting that vote?

And I think those are the things that will
be resolved in this election challenge, and I
think we just have to let—both sides are very
well represented, and they all both have litiga-
tion, and we’ll just watch it play itself out.

Q. Mr. President, so you don’t accept Flor-
ida’s certification of George Bush as the winner?

The President. It’s not up for me to accept
or reject. There is a legal process here. Both
of them have filed lawsuits, and the Supreme
Court of Florida, when they issued their opinion
a couple of days ago, or a few days ago, actually
anticipated a challenge. And if you read the
opinion, they explicitly acknowledged that it was
almost a certainty. So let’s just watch this hap-
pen. It will be over soon, and we will be ready
for the transition.

Presidential Transition
Q. Mr. President, to what extent were you,

or was anyone in the White House staff, in-
volved in the decision by the General Services
Administration to withhold transition funding
from the Bush/Cheney team?

The President. I was not involved in it at
all, and as far as I know, no one else here
was. But there is a procedure that—we actually
went back and reviewed the congressional delib-
erations on this legislation. And I think the Gen-
eral Services Administration believes that it can-
not offer transition assistance to both of them,
which is what I would otherwise be inclined
to do.

I think they’re doing what they think the law
requires. But I personally—I can’t answer for
anyone else in the White House, but I was
personally not involved in it. I think they’re try-
ing to do what they think the law requires while
this election challenge plays itself out. It won’t
be long now.

Vice President Gore
Q. Have you spoken to the Vice President

at all, or——

The President. I talked to him on Thanks-
giving, called him and wished him and his family
a happy Thanksgiving.

Q. But he hasn’t called you for advice or
anything?

The President. No.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:16 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Republican Presi-
dential candidate Gov. George W. Bush and Vice
Presidential candidate Dick Cheney. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks. The Executive order on the Presi-
dential transition is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Remarks in a Meeting With Metropolitan Law Enforcement Leaders
November 28, 2000

Well, first of all, you guys look good on the
steps here. [Laughter] Maybe you should just
stay all day. It would be great.

I want to thank you for all the help you’ve
given us these last 8 years, in all my many
movements and oftentimes in very crowded
times of the day and difficult circumstances.
And I’m very, very grateful to all of you, and

before I left, I just wanted to have a chance
to get everybody together and say thank you.

I’ve had a wonderful time these last 8 years.
And I was able to do my job in no small meas-
ure because of what you did, and I hope you’ll
always be glad that you did it.
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I thank you very, very much. Merry
Christmas.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. on the
steps of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive
Office Building.

Remarks at the White House Conference on Culture and Diplomacy
November 28, 2000

The President. Well, thank you very much,
and welcome. I want to, first of all, say how
honored we are to have all of you here. This
is a remarkable assemblage, and I want to thank
Hillary and Secretary Albright and all the others
who have worked so hard to put this meeting
together today. And I thank those of you who
have come from around America and from
around the world to be here. And I thank, espe-
cially, Senator Leahy and Representative Leach
and the members of the diplomatic community
who have come.

This is a topic that I care a lot about. I
think I should begin by saying that Secretary
Albright just spoke to you eloquently, wearing
a bolo from the Navajo Nation. I spent—I was
just, not very long ago, on a Navajo reservation
in northern New Mexico. But it represents a
very distinctive and important part of America’s
culture, the first Americans.

This conference, I think, comes at a rather
pivotal time in human history, because we all
think we know what we mean when we talk
about cultural diplomacy. You know, you send
your artists to us; we send our musicians to
you. We all make nice, and everybody feels bet-
ter. But the truth is that the world is also full
of conflict. Indeed, I was seeing Mr. Lithgow
out there, and he may have thought that in
the last 2 weeks he has returned to the ‘‘Third
Rock From the Sun.’’ [Laughter]

Let me say what I mean by this. The end
of the cold-war, bipolar world and the emer-
gence of a global information society have given
rise to two apparently contradictory forces. And
what we came here to talk about sort of falls
in the middle.

First, you see, as we all get to find our own
way at the end of the cold war, the emergence
of a huge number of different racial, religious,
ethnic, and tribal conflicts within and across na-
tional lines that might commonly be called cul-
ture wars, if you use culture in a broader sense

and not just the sense that most of us use the
word.

And secondly, you see how, if they’re having
a crisis in Russia or an earthquake in China,
immediately we all know about it, all around
the world, because we live in a global informa-
tion society. And that means that our musicians,
our artists, our movies—particularly here in
America, which has been an entertainment cap-
ital of the world—go across the world rapidly.
And other countries worry about whether we’re
going to blur all the distinctions between our
various cultures and render them meaningless
so that they won’t have independent power to
inform, to enlighten, to enrich our own societies
and those around the world. Now, these are
not exactly new questions, but they are being
felt with increasing force because of the end
of the bipolar cold-war world and the emer-
gence of the most globalized society the Earth
has ever known.

You can put me, as usual, in the optimistic
camp. I still believe that the role of culture,
in the sense that brings us here today, will be
fundamentally positive, because it will teach us
to understand our differences and affirm our
common humanity. And that is, after all, the
great trick in the world today. Since we don’t,
you know, have to draw sort of a line in the
dust and say you’re on one side or the other,
the way we did for 40 years after the end of
World War II, it is very important that we un-
derstand and appreciate our differences and
then recognize that, as important as they are,
somehow we have to find a way to elevate our
common humanity.

That’s where cultural diplomacy comes in.
And I have certainly benefited from it, in terms
of my life as President, probably more than any
person who ever held this office, in no small
measure because of the time in which I was
privileged to serve. But I can think of, just in
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