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Centuries later, Charles Darwin marveled at the
wildlife there during his historic voyage. And
none of us can ever forget, for 4 bloody days
in 1942, America’s bravest heroes drew a line
in the sand there, winning the Battle of Midway
and changing the course of World War II and
history.

Today we renew our commitment to winning
the battle to protect our global environment,
preserving this natural heritage for a long time—
I hope forever.

Let me say, it was nearly a century ago, iron-
ically, when President Roosevelt recognized the
same imperative and created the Hawaiian Is-
lands National Wildlife Refuge. He knew then
that our natural wonders, on land or sea, form
an integral part of who we are as a people
and that every generation of Americans must
do its part to sustain and strengthen this legacy.
Today we do just that, incorporating the refuge
he created into a new, vast, and wonderful ‘‘Yel-
lowstone of the Sea.’’

By any measure, creating this coral reserve
is a big step forward, not just for marine con-
servation in the United States but for the health
of oceans and reefs around the world.

For thousands of years, people have risked
their lives to master the ocean. Now, suddenly,
the ocean’s life is at risk. We have the resources

and responsibility to rescue the sea, to renew
the very oceans that give us life, and thereby
to renew ourselves. Today is an important step
on that road.

But there is much, much more to be done
in the years ahead. And I hope that no matter
who becomes President—[laughter]—no matter
what the partisan divide of Congress, that those
of you who are here in this room will continue
this work for the rest of your lives. It is pro-
foundly important, and how our grandchildren
live depends upon how well we do this work.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in the
Grosvenor Auditorium at the National Geographic
Museum. In his remarks, he referred to John M.
Fahey, Jr., president and chief executive officer,
National Geographic Society; author Peter Bench-
ley; Tammy Leilani Harp, member, Native and
Indigenous Rights Advisory Panel to the Western
Pacific Region Fishery Management Council;
Louis (Uncle Buzzy) Agard, board member, Na-
tive Hawaiian Advisory Council; and Marcia K.
McNutt, president and chief executive officer,
Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute. The
Executive order establishing the reserve is listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Teleconference Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session With
Team Harmony Rally VII
December 5, 2000

The President. Thank you very much. Thank
you, Josh, for that introduction. Your father
would be very proud. I also want to thank Jon
Jennings, Donna Harris-Lewis, and Joyce Zakim.
To Rick Rendon, thank you for helping to orga-
nize Team Harmony VII. I also want to send
you Hillary’s best wishes. As Josh said, she’s
a big fan of Team Harmony and the great work
you do.

And finally, I’d like to thank all the students
from throughout New England for taking part
in what I am told is the largest gathering of
young people against racism, hatred, and big-
otry. And of course, I welcome our friends from
Belfast and Johannesburg.

The great thing about this modern world we
live in is that we can have a conversation like
this across the oceans and continents, and it’s
just the beginning. When I look ahead to your
future, I see a time when we’ll have unbeliev-
able scientific discoveries. I believe your chil-
dren will be born, literally, with a life expectancy
of about 100 years. We’re unlocking the secrets
of the human genes. You will be citizens of
the world in ways that no one else has ever
been because of the way the Internet is bringing
us together.

But even though we live in the most modern
of worlds, the biggest problem we face, as all
of you have been discussing, is perhaps the old-
est problem of human society: People are afraid
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of those who are different from them because
of things like race, religion, or sexual orientation.
And they go from fear to distrust; then it’s easy
to slip from distrust into dehumanization and
from dehumanization into violence.

I saw all this when I was a child. I grew
up in the southern part of the United States
when it was completely segregated and where
racial differences meant everything. I went to
a segregated school. It was common to sit at
segregated lunch counters, to ride even in seg-
regated sections of the bus, to go to movies
where the seating sections were divided, black
and white.

But lucky for me, when I was a little child,
I lived for a while with my grandparents and
then spent a lot of time with them afterward,
and my grandfather did not believe in this. He
was a small grocery store owner. Most of his
customers were African-Americans. He taught
me, through his example—and my grandmother,
as well—that segregation and discrimination
were wrong, and it was important that all people
be able to live in dignity and respect. There
is no greater lesson in life.

I think we can figure out how to solve all
our other challenges as people if we can only
work this one big challenge out, establishing the
right kind of relationships with one another.
That’s why in the years I’ve been President,
I’ve worked so very hard to bring us together
as one America and to work throughout the
world to help ensure that all people have dignity
and an equal shot at life, to work against racial
and ethnic and religious discrimination, from
Northern Ireland to the Balkans to the Middle
East. We’ve come a long way on our journey
toward reconciliation and understanding and
mutual respect, but we’ve still got a long way
to go. And young people, like you, have a very
big role to play.

What is the heart of the challenge? I think
it’s pretty simple. I think we have to do a better
job of teaching young people to value them-
selves as inherently worthy and good but not
to value themselves by comparison to others.
Of course, we all belong to groups and cliques
and organizations. That’s a good thing, not a
bad thing. Everybody wants to belong to some
group or another. But it is very important that
young people be taught, and then that young
people teach, that God did not create any of
us better than any others.

There are people in life, unfortunately, who
just can’t feel good about themselves, unless
they’ve got somebody else to look down on.
It is our responsibility to confront this and to
stand against it. The life we live today is far
more interesting, because our societies are more
diverse. Differences make life exciting. All our
nations are richer, our future will be more excit-
ing because of our differences, as long as we
understand clearly that the most important thing
we share is our common humanity.

Now, that’s what Team Harmony is all about.
So I wanted to take a few minutes and speak
with you, listen to you, and urge you to keep
talking and listening and reaching out to people
who are different from you. You may be sur-
prised by what you learn, but you will be con-
firmed in your instinct that our common human-
ity is the most important thing.

Not long ago, Hillary sponsored one of our
millennial events at the White House, and we
invited one of America’s top scientists involved
in unlocking the mysteries of the human ge-
nome. He told us that all humans, genetically,
are 99.9 percent the same. Then he said that
the genetic differences among people of the
same racial groups are greater than the dif-
ferences between different racial groups. So,
we’re getting a message here. Science is re-
affirming what our faith and our values tell us:
We do have more in common than that which
divides us.

So if you can do something about violence
and fear among young people, if you can deal
with this oldest problem of human society, if
you can make sure diversity is our greatest
strength, then your generation will have the
brightest future in all human history. You’ll have
the chance to solve age-old problems, to cure
diseases, to give people opportunities they never
could have had before. And we must do our
part. We’re very proud of your leadership in
doing yours.

Again, I thank you for Team Harmony. I
thank you for your care and concern. I thank
you for giving me a chance to come by and
visit for a few minutes. And now I’ll be glad
to take your questions. Thank you very much.

Jose Masso. Mr. President, thank you so much
for joining us this afternoon with Team Har-
mony. My name is Jose Masso. We have a young
woman here who would like to ask a question
of you, Mr. President.
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One America

Q. Hello, Mr. President. My name is Ra-
chel—[inaudible]—and my question is, what ad-
vice can you give to the youth of Team Har-
mony on continuing all the work you have done
towards creating one America?

The President. I’m sorry, but I couldn’t hear
the question.

Q. What advice can you give to the youth
of Team Harmony on continuing all the work
you have done towards creating one America?

The President. Thank you very much. Well,
first let me say that I think that the middle
school and high school years, in some ways,
are the most important time to do the work
that Team Harmony advocates and celebrates.

You know, even though I’m not young any-
more, I can still remember when I was your
age. I can remember the kinds of things young
people worry about. But I’m very grateful that,
because of my parents and grandparents, I never
felt that for me to be okay, I had to think
that someone else wasn’t okay; for me to feel
important, I had to believe someone else was
not important or was insignificant. I’m very
grateful to my family for teaching me that, and
I think that is the central message that young
people have to teach each other. You’ve got
to reinforce the idea that everybody counts, that
everybody deserves a chance, and that we all
do better when we help each other.

And the other point I want to make about
that is that in middle school and high school,
peers have such an enormous influence over
their fellow students. If you’re here at this con-
ference and you believe in what you all are
talking about, I hope, when you go back home,
you will make sure that in your school there
is a systematic effort to share these ideas and
values with other young people, because so
many of you can have more influence on your
friends and classmates than just about anybody,
even the President of the United States.

And the most important thing of all is still
to get people to be proud of their own racial,
ethnic, religious heritage, and at the same time,
being absolutely convinced that other people’s
different heritage is worthy of respect, because
the most important thing is our common hu-
manity.

There ought to be a systematic effort to do
that in every school in America and in every
school in Northern Ireland and in every school

in South Africa and wherever else in the world
this is an issue.

Northern Ireland Peace Process
Barry Tatelman. Thank you, President Clin-

ton. My name is Barry Tatelman, and I’m a
supporter of Team Harmony. We’re now going
to go to Belfast for a question for President
Clinton.

Q. Hello, Mr. President. My name is Gary—
[inaudible]. I’m a 17-year-old student at—[in-
audible]—College in Belfast. My question for
you today is, you’re going to be in Northern
Ireland next week. What do you hope you will
accomplish by a visit?

The President. I think you asked me what
I hope will come out of my visit to Northern
Ireland. And what I hope will happen is that
it will encourage the political leaders and the
people of Northern Ireland to continue working
to overcome their differences and to keep mov-
ing forward on the Good Friday accord.

So much has already been accomplished. A
local government is in place that represents all
the people; cease-fires are holding; progress is
made in putting the paramilitary arms beyond
use. Significant work is being done in the vital
areas of human rights, police, and judicial re-
form. We’re seeing a lot more investment from
America and other countries in helping to create
good new jobs.

But if this momentum is not maintained, then
the gains would be put at risk. The peace proc-
ess everywhere is a bit like riding a bicycle:
Both legs have to keep pedaling to keep moving
forward and straight, and if they don’t, then
the bicycle could veer off course. And that’s
not in anyone’s interest.

So let me say, we’ve all got to realize what’s
at stake here. It’s easy to just focus on one
part of this process, or one issue, and to com-
plain. The difficult but far more important task
is for everyone to keep his or her eyes on the
big picture and to work through the issues. The
hard way offers the hope of peace and progress
for all sides. The easy way could lead to a cycle
of recrimination and potentially even to a return
of violence and the Troubles.

Now, I hold no illusion that my visit is going
to solve all the problems. That is something
the parties and the governments have to do.
But I have taken a deep and genuine interest
in supporting the peace process since before
I took office. And when Prime Minister Blair
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and Prime Minister Ahern and the First
Minister and Deputy First Minister all told me
that if I were to visit, it might help, I said,
‘‘Sure, I’ll do whatever I can.’’ I have worked
on this now for 8 years. I care about it deeply.

But I would just say to all of you who are
watching, we have come so far. In a troubled
world, the progress in Ireland has been a beacon
of hope, and we have got to finish the job.

Eliot Tatelman. Thank you very much, Mr.
President. My name is Eliot Tatelman, and
we’re now going to take you to South Africa
and ask South Africa what questions they would
have for the President.

South Africa
Q. My name is Hloni Mongola. I am 15 years

of age. It’s an honor to speak to you, Mr. Presi-
dent, and I hope that you answer our question
in a positive and a significant way. I’d like to
ask you two questions; that’s if you don’t mind.
You know that South African youth struggled
against apartheid, and they won, which we are
appreciative of that. Now, we suddenly found
out that there are no jobs, and AIDS is killing
our people. We want to find out how you advise
us, the youth of Africa, on solving this problem.

And the second question is this: You realize
that most of the youth in Africa admires you.
We would like you to give us three of your
best—[inaudible].

The President. I can’t hear you, but I think
you asked me a question about South Africa
and the AIDS issue. So I hope you can hear
me. Let me talk first about AIDS.

I am very concerned about what it could do
to South Africa and, indeed, to many other
countries throughout the African continent. We
have to work together to fight this epidemic.
It threatens all South Africans, Americans, the
young, the old, black, and white. We are work-
ing hard here to support your efforts in South
Africa with a dramatic increase in funding for
international AIDS programs.

But frankly, the youth of South Africa have
a critical role, as well. First, you have to remem-
ber that AIDS is 100 percent preventable. You
must educate yourselves and educate others and
talk about this disease no matter how hard it
is. If you and all your classmates do this, you
can protect yourselves and an entire generation.
Meanwhile, we have to keep working on care,
making the medicine more affordable, on pre-
vention, on a cure. We have to work on all

that. But don’t forget, before medicine, this is
still 100 percent preventable. And that’s some-
thing that those of you involved in this con-
ference in South Africa could have a big impact
on.

South Africa’s new political freedom is an in-
spiration to all of us in America and, indeed,
to people throughout the world. And I know
that the economic challenges are enormous, es-
pecially in terms of unemployment. There are
differences between what the Government can
do and what you can do.

What I would urge all of you to do is to
concentrate on getting a good education and
learning skills that can increase your country’s
productivity. You’re the first generation to really
understand computers, to have access to learn-
ing how to run the small enterprises needed
to build South Africa’s rural economy, to have
access to the language skills needed to help your
country trade with the rest of the world. If
you take advantage of these opportunities, you
will take South Africa a long way toward being
a stronger country with a better economy, with
more opportunities for young people, and a
greater chance to prosper in the global econ-
omy. I also think you should do whatever you
can to encourage all the other young people
you know to stay in school.

And finally, let me just say one thing. The
AIDS issue and the economic issue are related.
Money the Government has to spend on AIDS
is money that can’t be spent on education and
economic development. And if you lose large
numbers of a whole generation, they won’t be
out there in their working years contributing
to the wealth and strength of your country.

So again I implore you—we’ll do what we
can to help, but you make sure that every young
person—every young person—is committed to
doing what it takes to avoid HIV and AIDS.
You make sure that you stay in school as long
as you can and to keep your friends in school.
And if you do that, then we’ll do what we can
to work with your Government to create eco-
nomic opportunity and to bring whatever mir-
acles modern medicine can produce to deal with
the terrible horrors of AIDS. We’ll get through
this, but you have to do your part, as well.

Thank you very much.
Let me say to all of you, I want to thank

you for the honor of addressing you, but I want
to thank you even more for the work you’re
doing and the great spirit with which you’re
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doing it. Nothing is more important to our fu-
ture. I intend to keep working with you in the
years to come. Even though I won’t be Presi-
dent, there still may be a thing I can do to
help you along the way.

And to all my friends in Belfast, I look for-
ward to visiting you very soon. Keep up the
work toward peace. Thank you very much.

Q. Mr. President, before you go, we would
like to make a special presentation to you. On
behalf of the Team Harmony Foundation, I’d
like to thank you for being a part of today and
for your lifelong commitment and leadership.

The President. Thank you. Thank you.
Q. Mr. President, for all you have done, to

further race relations here in the United States
through your initiative, One America, we would
like to thank you.

Q. And now we have someone in Belfast,
correct?

Q. President Clinton, for all you have done
to promote peace amongst the people of North-
ern Ireland, we thank you.

Q. And now, our friends in South Africa.
Q. President Clinton, for being a friend to

South Africa and for your commitment to our

freedom and our future, we would like to thank
you very much. Thank you.

Q. Mr. President, we proudly present you
with the Team Harmony lifetime achievement
award.

Q. Here it is. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Thank you. Bye, Jon.

NOTE: The President spoke by satellite at 12:14
p.m. from Room 459 in the Dwight D. Eisen-
hower Executive Office Building to the rally meet-
ing at the Fleet Center in Boston, MA. The Presi-
dent’s remarks were also transmitted to partici-
pants in Northern Ireland and South Africa. In
his remarks, he referred to Josh Zakim, son of
the late Team Harmony cofounder Lenny P.
Zakim; Donna Harris-Lewis and Joyce Zakim,
members, board of advisors, Team Harmony;
Deputy Assistant Attorney General for the De-
partment of Justice Jon Jennings and Richard H.
(Rick) Rendon, cofounders, Team Harmony;
Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United King-
dom; Prime Minister Bertie Ahern of Ireland; and
First Minister David Trimble and Deputy First
Minister Seamus Mallon of Northern Ireland.

Statement on the Report of the Interagency Task Force on Nonprofits and
Government
December 5, 2000

Today I am pleased to announce the release
of a report by the Interagency Task Force on
Nonprofits and Government identifying exem-
plary partnerships between Federal agencies and
private nonprofit organizations, highlighting best
practices, and providing recommendations for
further Federal efforts to support and expand
these partnerships.

When Vice President Gore and I were elected
8 years ago, one of our key priorities was to
shape a new model for the Federal Government,
one that neither made Government responsible
for meeting all of society’s needs nor took a
hands-off approach, leaving charitable organiza-
tions alone to address the challenges faced in
so many communities. Instead, we sought a
third way—a smaller Government committed to
giving people the tools they need to make the

most of their lives, while working in partnership
with its citizens and living within its means.

For this kind of Government to work, we
must have a strong civil society with a thriving
network of national and community-based non-
profit organizations that can marshal the re-
sources of the American people to meet the
challenges before us. We had this in mind when
the First Lady and I hosted the first-ever White
House Conference on Philanthropy in October
1999. There I named an interagency task force
made up of my White House staff and rep-
resentatives of 19 Federal agencies to examine
one important facet of the Third Way: partner-
ships between the Federal Government and
nonprofit organizations. I directed members of
the task force to identify the best examples of
these private/public partnerships and evaluate
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