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Administration of William J. Clinton, 2001 / Jan. 5

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Statement Showing
Apportionment Population for Each State
January 4, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Pursuant to title 2, United States Code, sec-

tion 2a(a), I am transmitting the statement
showing the apportionment population for each
State as of April 1, 2000, and the number of
Representatives to which each State would be
entitled.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks on Action To Preserve America’s Forests
January 5, 2001

Thank you very much. You guys are all cheat-
ing. You’re just trying to warm up. I know what’s
going on. [Laughter] I was told by an elderly
conservationist from my home State of Arkansas
that I had better do a good job with America’s
natural resources when I became President, on
pain of feeling the fire of Hades. I did not
realize that our reward is that we would be
freezing to death here. [Laughter]

I want to thank my good friend Senator Gay-
lord Nelson for a lifetime of leadership in con-
servation. And I am profoundly grateful to Sec-
retary Glickman and to Chief Dombeck, a ca-
reer public servant, who said it all when he
began by saying, ‘‘This is not a political issue
for those of us who believe in it.’’

I thank Jim Lyons and the others at the De-
partment of Agriculture and the Forest Service.
I want to thank our EPA Administrator, Carol
Browner, who’s here with us today. Just a few
days ago, she announced her new rule to cut
harmful emissions caused by the burning of die-
sel fuel. It will dramatically improve the quality
of air in America, and we thank her for that.

I would like to also acknowledge the substan-
tial contributions to this effort, particularly in
fading the heat—and believe it or not, even
today there was some heat involved in this. I
want to thank John Podesta and George
Frampton and the others at the White House
for their strong support for the course we have
followed.

And I’d like to thank Dr. Tom Elias for
hosting us again and for showing me my bonsai

tree when I came up. [Laughter] We came here
2 years ago to launch the lands legacy initiative,
and I knew this was the place to plant the
seeds of success. And I thank him. That is also
another major achievement of this Congress this
year, the largest increase in funding for land
conservation in the history of the Republic, and
I thank all those who were involved in that.

Finally, I would like to thank Congressman
Mark Udall for being here with his bride,
Maggie. Thank you very much for being here.
As you know, he comes from a family with fairly
substantial environmental credentials, and he
came here, and the first thing he said was that
we had done the right thing today. And we
will need his voice in Congress this year, and
we thank him for being here.

For the first time ever, with the lands legacy
initiative, we established a dedicated continuous
fund for protecting and restoring green and
open spaces across America. Today we come
to build on that record.

In one way or another, all of us have come
here, and I now have come to know many of
you in this audience. And I know we come
from different backgrounds and have traveled
different paths through life, but somehow or
another, we have in common our view that na-
ture is a priceless but fragile gift, an important
part of the fabric of our lives, and a major
part of our responsibility to our children and
our children’s children.

I grew up in a State where more than half
the land is covered by forest. I grew up in
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